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To the Right Honourable 


© THE 


Lord LANSDOWN. 


HE moſt amiable 
© | Virtues, and the 
"Is brighteſt Talents, 
form 'd the Character of that 
HERO whoſe Travels I re- 
late: And to hom cou'd I 
offer the Picture of ſo fine 
| a Genius, and ſo generous a 
Mind, but to a Perſon of | 
Your Lordſhip s lake | 
Thee k 


, — 
D , . e 


wh 8 — | 
vr RE -Dapac > 


he ak bab! | 
with which Your A:onl 
ſhip hgnours me, gave 
Riſe to this Undertaking; ; 
and my Obligations are of 
ſuch a | na that do let paſs 
the preſent Opportunity vf 
acknowledging them, you'd 
be the higheſt Injuſtice, as 
well as Ingratitude. Ac- 
cept this Mark of the in- 
violable Attachment, and 
profound Reſpect, of, 3 


N LOR D, 

ur Lordſbip s moſt Obliged, 
Mo oft Obedient, And 

Moſt Humble Servant, 


— 


"I 8 


0 0 . 
Andrew Ramſaß . 


2 ne. 11 
ENO PHON, Having ſag” 
bs nothing, in bis Cyropæ- 
dia, of what happen d from 
ehe 16th to the 40th Near 
of Cyrus, I have taken the Liberty 
to' fill up a Part of this Chaſm by 
making him travel. The Relation 
& bis Travels gives me an Oppor- 
| tunity of deſcribing that Religion, 
Manners, and Policy of the ſeveral 
Countries thro which he pgſſes ; as 
alſo the great Revolutions, which hap- 
pen d in that Hero's Time, in Egypt, 
. Greece,s Tyre, and Babylon. 


The Diſcourſe at We End It 
| /heww, that I Have aſeribd nothing. iu 
| the Antjents, with regardm Religion, 

: k, 1 which 


ww PREFACE, 

f x which is not authoriz'd by expreſs 

a Paſſages, . not only of their Poets, but 
| of their Philoſophers. 


¶ have departed as little as was 
poſſible from the moſt exact Chronology. 
Mr. Freret, an eminent Member of 
7 Academy of Inſcriptions at Paris, 
as written a Letter to me on that 
Subject, which I cannot with-bold 
| From the Public without Injuſtice; and 
to that Letter I refer the Reader. He 
There diſcuſſes the Matter with a Bre- 
with and Perſpicuity to which I could 


never have attained. 


| Ld As to the Style of this Work, it 15 
. rather that of an Hiſtorian, than 
of a Pod. I am incapable of pourmg 
the Beauties of antient Poeſy into a 
modern Language. Beſides, the Au- 
thor of TEIL ENACHus bas fender d 
ſuch Attempts, Mot only raſh, but uſe- 
leſs. The Model is too perfect to be 
171 imitated. 
J; | | THE 


TRAVELS 
er 5 U & 


= Aſſyrian 1 Net 
* been for many Ages 
* Nu. over all Aſia, 


was at length dimembred; 


upon the Death of Sardanapalus. 


7. Arbaces, Governor of Media, 
entered into a League with Belefss, 


Governor of Babylon, to dethrone that 


Ju 0 2 _ B. 2. Arthenzus B. 12. Herod. B. 1 
in. 
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2 . The TaAvkETLS of Cyrus. 
effeminate Monarch. They . 


him in his Capital, where the unfor- 
tunate Emperor, to avoid being made 
a Priſoner, and to hinder his Enemies 
from becoming Maſters of his immenſe 
Riches, ſet Fire to his Palace, threw .. 
himſelf into the Flames, and periſh'd 
with all his Treaſures. Ninus, the 
true Heir, ſucceeded him in the 
Throne, and reignd at Nineve#. 
But Arbaces took Poſſeſſion of Me- 
dia, with all its Dependencies ; and 


Belefes of Chaldea, with the neigh- 


bouring Territories. 


Thus was that antient Empire di- 
vided into three Monarchies, the Ca- 
pitals of which were Nine veh, Echa- 
tana, and Babylon X. 


* This happen'd many Years before the Foundation 
of Rome, and the Inſtitution of the Olympriads. It 
was in the Time of Ariphron, gth Archon of Athens, 
and almoſt 900 Years before the Chriſtian Zr, 


The 


The Tzxavers of Craus 


The Succeſſors of Arbaces made 
conſiderable Conqueſts, and brought, 
by degrees, under Tribute ſeveral 
other Provinces and Nations, particu» 


Such was the State of Aſia when 
Cyrus was born. His Father Cam- 
byſes was King of Perſia, Mandana 
his Mother was Daughter of Aſtyages, 
Emperor of the Medes. & 


He was educated from his tender 
Years, after the Manner of antient 
Perſia, where the young Satrapes 
were inur'd to Hardſhip, Fatigue, and 
a military Life, Hunting and War 
were their only Exerciſes, and they 
look'd upon the one as an Image of 
the other. 4 


The Perfrans were hitherto rough, 
but virtuous. They were not versd, 


| a Xenoph. Cyrop. B. 1. 2 2 
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The Travers of Cyrus. 


in thoſe Arts and Sciences which 

liſh the Minds and Manners. But 
they were great Maſters of the ſublime 
Science of being content with ſimple 
Nature, of deſpiſing Death for the 
Love of their Country, and of flying 
all Pleaſures which emaſculate the 
Mind, and enervate the Body. 


The Youth were educated in pub- 
lick Schools, where they were early 
inſtructed in the Knowledge of the 
Laws, and accuſtom'd to hear Cauſes, 
paſs Sentence, and mutually to do 
one another Juſtice ; and hereby they 
| diſcovered their Diſpoſitions, Penetra- 
tion, and Capacity for Employments 
in a riper Age. 


The Virtues which their Maſters 
were principally careful to inſpire, 
were Truth and Goodneſs, Sobriety 
and Obedience. The two former 
make us reſemble the Gods; the two 
| | latter 


— 
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latter are neceſſary to the Preſerva- 
tion of Order, * | 


The chief Aim of the Laws in 
antient Perſiy, was to prevent the 
Corruption the Heart: And for 
this Reaſon, the Perſians puniſh d 
Ingratitude, a Vice Joainſt which 
there is no Proviſion made by the 
Laws of other Nations. Whoever 
was capable of forgerting a Benefit, 
or of refuſing to do a good Office 
when it wasin his Power, was looked 
upon as an Enemy to Society. 


Cyrus had been educated accordin 

to theſe wiſe Maxims. And — 
it was impoſſible to conceal from him 
his Rank and Condition, yet he was 
treated like the reſt of his Companions, 
and with the ſame Severity as if he 
had not been born to reign. He was 
taught to practiſe an exact Obedience, 


0 Xenoph. Cyrop. B. 1. 
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The Travels of Cyrus. 


that he might afterwards know how: 
to command. 


When he arrived at the Age of 
Sixteen, Aſtyages preſgd to ſee him. & 
Mandana could not avoid complying, 
but was uneaſy at the Thought of 
being oblig'd to carry her Son to the 
Court of Ecbatana. 1 


For the Space of two hundred 
Vears, the Bravery of the Kings of 
Media had extended their Conqueſts; 
and Conqueſts had begot Luxury, 
which is always the Fore- runner of 
the Fall of Empires. Valour, Con- 

queſt, Luxury, Anarchy. This is 
the fatal Circle, and theſe are the 
different Periods of the politick Life, 
in almoſt all States. The Court of 
Ecbatana was then in its Splendor z 
but this Splendor had nothing in it of 
Solidity. | 


* See Mr. Freret's Letter, P. 5+ | 1 


The 


| The TrAyers of Crzus. 


The Days were ſpent in Effemi- 
nacy, or in Flattery. The Love of 
Glory, ſtrict Probity, fevere Honour, 
were no longer in Eſteem. Solid 
Knowledge was looked upon as con- 
trary to Delicacy of Manners. Agree- 
able Trifting, fine-ſpun Thoughts, and 
lively Sallies of Imagination, were 
the only Kinds of Wit admired there. 
No fort of Writings pleas'd, bur 
amuſing Fictions ; where a perpetual 
Succeſſion of Events ſurprized by their 
Variety, withqut improving the Un- 
derſtanding, or enobling the Heart. 


Lovggwas without Delicacy. Blind 
Pleaſure was its only attractive Charm. 
The Women thought themſelves de- 
ſpiſed when no Attempts were made 
to enſnare them. That which con- 
tributed to encreaſe this Corruption 
of Mind, Manners, and Sentiments, 
was the new Doctrine, ſpread every 
where by the Magi, T bat Pleaſure 

B 4 is 
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The Travers of Crxvs. 
is the only moving Spring of Man's 
Heart. For as each Man was free to 
place his Pleaſure according to his 
Fancy, this Maxim authorized Virtue 
or Vice according to every one's Taſte, 


Humour, or Complexion. 


This Depravity, however, was not 
then ſo univerſal in Media, as it be- 
came afterwards under the Reigns of 
Artaxerxes and Darius Codomanus. 
Corruption takes its Riſe in Courts, 
and extends itſelf gradually thro all 
the Parts of a State. There were in 
the Provinces, and in the Troops, 
ſeveral military Men who were not 
corrupted by the infectious Air of 
Ecbatana, but had preſerv'd in them- 


ſelves all the Virtues which flouriſh'd 


in the Reigns of Deioces and Phra- 


_ ortes. 


Mandana was throughly ſenſible of 


all the Dangers to which ſhe ſhould _ 


expoſe young Cyrus, by carrying him 
. to 


The TaAvELS of Cyrus. 
to a Court, the Manners of which were 
ſo different from thoſe of the Per- 
ans. But the Will of Cambyſes, and 
the Orders of Aſtyages, obliged her 
to undertake the Journey. 


She ſet out, attended by a Body 
of the young Nobility of Perſia, un- 
der the Command of Hyſtaſpes, to 
whom the Education of Cyrus had 
been committed. She was in a Cha- 
riot with her Son, and it was the 
firſt time he had ſeen himſelf diſtin- 
guiſh'd from his Companions. 


Mandana was a Princeſs of un- 
common Virtue. Her Mind was cul- 
tivated and adorned, and ſhe had a 
Genius much above her Sex. She 
made it her Buſineſs, during the Jour- 
ney, to inſpire Cyrus with the Love 
of Virtue, by entertaining him with 
Fables according to the Eaſtern Man- 
ner. The Minds of young Perſons 
"= | are 
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The Travers of Cravs. 
are not gained by difficult and refined 
Reaſonings, they muſt be enticed by 
agreeable and familiar Images. To 
make Truth lovely to them, it muſt 


be exhibited by ſenſible and beautiful 


5 Repreſentations. 


Mandana had obſerved that Cyrus 
was often too full of himſelf, and 
that he diſcovered ſome Tokens of a 
riſing Vanity, which might one Day 
obſcure his great Qualities. She en- 
deavoured to make him ſenſible of 
the Deformity of that Vice, by re- 
lating to him the Fable of Sozares, 
a Prince of the antient Empire of 


Aſſyria. It reſembles the Story of 


the Grecian Narciſſus, who periſhed 
by the fooliſh Love of himſelf. For 
thus it is that the Gods puniſh ; they 
only give us over to our own Paſſi- 
ons, and we immediately commence 


Unhappy. 
She 


The Tzxavers of Cxxus. 


She then painted to him the Beauty 
of thoſe noble Virtues which lead to 
Heroiſm, by the generous etti 
of one fell. =, greet — = 
Fable of the firſt Hermes, a divine 
Youth, who was beautiful without 
knowing it, had Wit without think- 
ing ſo, and who was unacquainted 
with his own Virtue, becauſe he was 
ignorant that there were Vices. 


It was thus that Mandana inſtruct- 
ed her Son during the Journey ; one 
Fable gave Riſe to another. The 
Queſtions of the Prince furniſhed the 
Queen with new Matter to entertain 

him, and with Opportunities of teach- 
him the Sale of the Egyptian 
Fa les, the Taſte for which — pre- 


vailed very much in the Eaft, ſince 


| the Conqueſts of Seſoſtris. 


As they paſſed one Day by a 
Mountain, conſecrated to the great 


11 


Oromaxes, 
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it "The Ta lvl F abs 
Oromaxes x, Mandana ſtopp'd her 


Chariot, alighted, and drew near to the 
ſacred Place. It was the Day of a ſo- 
lemn Feſtival, and the High Prieſt was 
already preparing the Victim, crown d 
with Flowers. He was of a ſudden 
ſeiz'd with a Divine Spirit, and inter- 
rupting the Silence and Solemnity of 
the Sacrifice, cryed out in a Tranſ- 
port; I ſee a young Laurel riſing. 
It will ſoon ſpread its Branches over 
all the Eaſt. The Nations awill come 
in Crowds to aſſemble together under 
its Shadow. At the very ſame In- 
ſtant a Spark of Fire flew out from 
the Pile, and moved about the Head 
of Cyrus. 


Mandana made deep Reflections 
upon this Event, and after ſhe was 
again in her Chariot, ſaid to her Son, 
T he Gods ſometimes ſend theſe; Au- 
guries to animate Heroick Souls: They 


= The great God of the Perſians. See the Diſe, 
at the End of the ſecog Volume, Pag. 5. . 
5 Fog | are 


The Travels of Cyrus, 
are Preſages of what may happen, 


and by no means certain Prediftions 
of a Futurity, which muſt always de- 


pend upon their Virtue. 


Being arrived upon the Frontiers 
of Media, Aſtyages, with all his 
Court, came- out to meet them. He 
was a Prince of great Beneficence and 


13 


Humanity, but his natural Goodneſs : 


made him often too Eaſy, and his 


Propenſity to Pleaſure had brought 
the Medes into the Taſte of Luxury 


and Effeminacy X. 


Cyrus, ſoon after his Arrival at 
the Court of Ecbatana, gave Proofs 
of a Wit and Judgment far beyond 
his Age. Aſtyages put divers Queſ- 
tions to him concerning the Manners, 
Laws, and Method of „ e Youth 
among the Perſians. He was ſtruck 
with Aſtoniſhment at the lively and 


©® Xenoph. Cyrop. B. 1. Herod. B. 2. 


noble 


14 
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noble Anſwers of his Grandſon. All 
the Court admired the bright Parts of 
Cyrus, inſomuch that he began to be 
intoxicated with Praiſe. A ſecret Pre- 
ſumption ſteals into his Heart. He 
talks a little too much, and does not 


hearken enough to others. He de- 


cides with an Air of Sufficiency, and 
ſeems too fond of Wit. 


Mandana, to remedy this Fault, 
contrived to ſet before him his own 
Picture, by certain Paſſages of Hiſ- 
tory ; for ſhe ſtill proceeded in his 
Education, upon the ſame Plan on 
which ſhe had begun it. She related to 
him the Story of Logis and Sygeus. 


My Son, faid ſhe, it was for- 
merly the Cuſtom at Thebes, in 
Beotia, to raiſe to the Throne, af- 
ter the Death of the King, him, of 
all his Children, who had the beft 

© Parts. When a Prince has fine Parts 

© he can chuſe able Miniſters, make 


* proper 


_: 2 


The Tzavers of Cyxus. 1g 
© proper Uſe of their Talents, and 


* govern thoſe who govern under 
© him. This is the great Secret of 
the Art of Reigning. 


* Among the King's Sons there 
were two who diſcovered a ſupe- 
© rtour Genius. The elder loved 
* Talking, the younger was more 
* filent. The eloquent Prince, named 
* Logis, made himſelf admired by 
© the Charms of his Wit. The ſilent 
Prince, named Sygeus, made him- 
© ſelt loved by the Goodneſs of his 
Heart. The firſt ſhew'd plainly, 
© even while he endeavoured to con- 
© ceal it, that he ſpoke only to ſhine. 
The ſecond hearkned readily to 
others, and looked upon Converſa- 
© tion, asa ſort of Commerce, where 
© each Perſon ought to bring ſome- 
© thing of his own. The one made 
* the moſt thorny and perplexed Al- 
© fairs agreeable by a peculiar Grace 
© in the manner of treating them: 


The 
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© The other threw Light upon the ob- 
© ſcureſt Points, by reducing every 
* Thing to {imple Principles. Lagis 
affected Myſtery without being ſe- 
cret, and his Politicks were full of 
Stratagems and Artifices. Sygeus 
had Addreſs without Falſhood, a 

reat Penetration, while he was 
Finnſelf impenetrable. He ſurmount- 
ed all Obſtacles by his Prudence 
and Courage, and by purſuing 
ſteadily the moſt juſt and noble 


Views. 


Ly - - A A A A KN & 


© After the King's Death, the Peo- 
le were aſſembled in a large En- 


Throne. Twelve old Men preſided 
at their Council to correct the Judg- 


c 
* cloſure to chuſe a Succeſſor to the 
0 
- 


© ment of the Multitude, who ſel- 


dom fail to be carryd away by 
Prejudice, Appearances, or Paſſion. 
The eloquent Prince made a long, 


but fine Harangue, wherein he ſet 
* forth all the Duties of a King, in 


© order 


The Trxavets of Crxus. 


c rener e. one who was 
© ſo well acquainted withthe 

© undoubtedly fulfil — Prince 
0 ja eee 7m 
© the many N 0 to which Sove- 
reign Power is liable, and confeſs d 
© an Unwillingneſs to expoſe himſelf 


to them. It is not, added he, that 


ulties to 


I would avoid any Di 
© ſerve my Country, but I am afraid 
© of being found unequal to the Task 
* of Governing. | 


© The old Men decided in favour 
© of Sygens ; but the young People, 
and thoſe of ſuperficial Underſtand- 
* ings, took the Part of the elder Bro- 
* ther, and raiſed by degrees a Re- 
© bellion, under Pretext that Injuſ- 
* tice had been done to Lagis. 
Fraops were levy'd on both Sides; 
© FSygeus propoſed to yield his Right 
© to his Brother, in order to hinder 
* the Effuſion of the Blood of his 
Vor. I. C Country- 


would 
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Countrymen, bur his Army would 
not conſent to it. 


The chief Men of both Parties, 
ſeeing the Miſeries with which the 
State was ready to be overwhelmed, 
thought it adviſable to prefer a leſs 
Evil to a greater, and propos'd the 
Expedient of letting both the Bro- 
thers reign, each a Year, by Turns. 
This Form of Government has ma- 
ny Incon veniencies, but it was pre- 
ferr d before a Civil War, the great- 
eſt of all Calamities. The two 
Brothers ap lauded the Propoſal for 
Peace, ke Logis mounted the 
Throne. He changed, in a little 
time, all the antient Laws of the 
Kingdom, was always liſtening to 
new Projects; and to have a livel 
Imagination was ſufficient to' rai 


© a Man to the higheſt Employments. 


That which ſeemed excellent in 
© Speculation could not be executed 


© His 


but with Difficulty and Confuſion. - 


The Txaverisof Cravs. 


* His Miniſters, who had no Expe- 
© rience, knew not that precipitate 
Changes, how uſeful ſoever they 
* may appear, are always dangerous. 


The neighbouring Nations took 
occaſion from this weak Admini- 


0 


ſtration to invade the State; and had 
it not been for the Prudence and 


© Bravery of Sygeus, all had been loſk; 


and the People muſt have ſubm 


the Enemy out of the Country. 


© It was then decided in the ſu- 


© preme Council of the old Men, 
That the King to be choſen for the 


© future, ſhould not be the Perſon who 
c 


| yu Proots of the quickeſt Parts, 


ut of the ſoundeſt Judgment. 


© They were of Opinion, that to talk 


© eloquently, or to be fruitful in 


Expedients, were not Talents ſo 
eſſential to a good Governour, as 


C 2 * a 
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ted to a foreign Yoke. But ti 
Prince engag d, defeated, and drove 
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c a juſt Diſcernment in chuſing, and 


a Steadineſs and Courage in pur- 
7 ſuing the beſt and wiſeſt Counſels. 


At Cyrus uſually confeſs d his Faults 


without ſeeking to excuſe them. He 
liſtened to this Story with Attention, 
perceived the Deſign of Mandana in 
telling it him, and reſolved to correct 
himſelf. 8] 


Soon after this, he gave a notable 


Proof of his Genius and Courage. 


He was ſcarce Seventeen Years of Age 
when Merodac Son of Nabuchodono- 
for King of Aſſyria aſſembled ſome 
Troops under pretence of Hunting, 
and made an Irruption into Media. 
He left his Infantry upon the Fron- 
tiers, and marching in Perſon with 
—— Horſe towards the 
rſt Places belonging to the 
Medes, — ene than and 
from thence ſent out Detachments 


The Taavers of Crzudl 
every Day to ſcour and ravagę the 
Country, | 


Aſtyages had early Notice that 
the Enemy was enter d into his 
Dominions, and after having given 
the neceſſary Orders for aſſembling his 


Army, he ſet out with his Son (y- >. 


axares and young Cyrus, followed 
only by ſome Squadrons levy'd in 
haſte, to the Number of eight thou- 
land Horſe. 


When he was come near the Bor- 
ders of his own Country, he en- 
camp d upon a riſing Ground, from 
whence he diſcover d the Plain which 
Merodac ravaged by his Detach- 
ments. Aſtyages ordered two of his 
General Officers to go and obſerve 
the Enemy. Cyrus deſired leave to 
accompany them, in order to inform 
himſelf of the Situation of the Coun- 
try, the adyantageous Poſts, and the 
Strength of the Aſhrian Army. 

C 3 Having 
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Having made his Obſeryations, - he 
came back, and gave an exact Ac- 
count of all he had ſeen. 

Aſtyages the next Day aſſembled 
a Council of War to deliberate upon 
the Motions he ſhould make. The 
greateſt Part of the General Officers, 
apprehending ſome Ambuſh if they 
ſhould leave their Camp, advis'd the 
ſuſpending all Action, till the Arrival 
of new Troops. Cyrus, who was 
impatient to engage, hearkend to 
their Reaſonings with Uneaſineſs, but 
obſerved a profound Silence out of 
Reſpect to the Emperor, and ſo ma- 
ny experienc'd Commanders ; till at 


length Aſtyages order d him to ſpeak. 


He then roſe up in the midſt of the 
Aſſembly, and with a noble and mo- 
deſt Air, faid, I diſcover d Neſterday 
upon the Right of the Enemies Camp 
a great od ] have juſt caus d it to 
be view'd. T he Enemy have neglected 
this Poſt, and we may become Ma 75 

3 af. 
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it, by paſſing ſecretly a Detach+ 
— os Soon 7 alley, which 
is at our Left. I will convey my ſelf 
thither with Hyſtaſpes, if the Ems 
peror approves it. ig 
Cyrus held his peace, bluſh'd, ang 
fear d to have ſpoken too much. All 
admir'd his Genius for War, at ſuch 
tender Years. Aſtyages was ſurpriz d 
at the Juſtneſs 99 his Thought, and 


immediately commanded that his 


Counſel ſhould be follow d. 


Cyaxares marched ſtrait to the 
Enemy, while Cyrus, accompanied 
by Hyſtaſpes, filed off with a Body 
of Cavalry, without being diſcover d, 
and conceal d himſelf in the Wood. 
The Prince of the Medes attack d the 
Aſyrians diſpers d in the Plain. Me- 
rodac left his Camp to ſuſtain them. 
Aſtyages advanc'd with, the reſt of 
is Troops, _ Cyrus came out of 
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the Wood, fell upon the Enemy, and 
wich his Voice animated the Medes, 
who all followed him wich Ardour. 
He cover'd himſelf with his Shield; 
pierc d into the thickeſt of the * 
drons, and ſpread Terror and Slaughter 
where- ever he came. The Afyrians 
ſeeing themſelves thus attack d on all 
Sides, loſt Courage, and fled in Diſ- 
order, + 2 


Cyrus, after the Battle, was ſen- 
ſibly touch d with ſeeing the Field 
cover'd with dead Bodies. He took the 
ſame Care of the wounded Aſſyrians, 
as of the Medes, and gave the ne- 
ceſſary Orders for their Cure. hey 
are Men, ſaid he, as well as due, 

and are no longer Enemies when once 


they are vanquiſb l. 


The Emperor, having taken his 


Precautions to prevent ſuch Irruprions 
for the future, return d to Ecbatana. 
Mandana ſoon after was oblig d to 

—_ leave 
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leave Media. She was deſirous to carry 
back her Son with her, but Afyages 
poſed it: Why will, you, ſaid he, 
rue me of the Pleaſure of ſeemg 


Cyrus? He will be the Support 


my old Age : beſides, be will herr 


2 2 Diſciphue, which is 


not yet known in Perla. I conjure 
you by the Tenderneſs which I have 


always ſhewn you, not to —”X me 
this Conſolation, 


Mandlana could not yield 15 Con- 
ſent, but with infinite Concern. She 
dreaded the leaving her Son in the 
midſt of a Court, which was the 
Seat of Voluptuouſneſs. Being alone 
with Cyrus, ſhe was reſolv d to ſound 
his Inclinations, and ask'd him, Whe- 
ther he liked beſt to ſtay at Echatana, 
or to return to Perſia. He anſwer d, 


T- ſhould be fincerely glad 10 return 


with you, hut methinks I may here 
acquire: a great deal of en in 
the- 
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the Art of War, which is not to be 
bad in Perſia. | ? 


I fear, reply'd Mandana, that the 
Reaſon you offer is only a Pretence, 
and even a Beginning of Corruption. 
I fear leſt the Purity of your Man- 
ners ſhould — and you ſhould 
be intoxicated with idle Paſſions. 
T he firſt Steps to Vice will feem- to 


be only innocent Amuſements, a awell- 


bred Compliance «with receivd Cuſ- 


toms, and a Liberty which you. muſt 
allow. your ſelf in order to. pleaſe. 
Virtue will came, by degrees, to be 
thought too ſevere, an Enemy to Plea- 


ſure and Society, and even contrary 


to Nature, becauſe it oppoſes Inclina- 
tion. In a word, you will look upon 
it as a matter of mere Decency, a 
politick Phantom, a popular Preju- 
dice, from which Men ought toget free, 


when they can indulge their Paſſions 


in ſecret, Thus you will go from 


ons Step to another, till your Under- 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding being blinded, lead your 
Heart aſtray, and precipitate you 
into all forts of Crimes. 8 


Leave Hyſtaſpes with me, reply d 
Cyrus: he avill teach me to avoid all 
theſe Dangers. His Virtue is not too 
ſevere. I have been long accuſtom'd 
to open my Heart to him, and he is 
not only my Counſellor, but the Confi- 
dent of my Weakneſſes. pRY 


Hyſtaſpes was an experienc'd Com- 
mander: He had ſerv d many Years 
under Aftyages, in his Wars againſt 
the Scythians, and the King of Lydia, 
and had all the Virtues 25 antient 
Perſians, together with the Politeneſs 
of the Medes. Being a great Poli- 
tician, and 'a great Philoſopher, a 
Man equally able and diſintereſted, 
he had riſen to the firſt Employ- 
ments of the State, without Ambi- 
tion, and poſſeſs d them with Mo- 
deſty. 
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Mandana being perſuaded of the 
Virtue and Capacity of Hyſtaſpes, as 
well as of the Advantages her Son 
might find, by living in a Court, 
that was no leſs brave and knowing 
in the Art of War, than polite, re- 
folv'd to obey Aſtyages. 


She began her Journey ſoon after, 
and Cyrus accompanied her ſome 
Leagues from Echatana. At parting 
ſhe embrac'd him with Tenderneſs; 
My Son, ſaid ſhe, remember that your 
Virtue alone can make me happy. The 
young Prince melted into Tears, and 
ſtood ſilent. This was his firſt Se- 
paration from her. He follow'd her 
with his Eyes till ſhe was out of 


Sight, and then return'd to Echatana. | 


Cyrus continued in a voluptuous 
Court, without being infected by it. 
This however was not owing to the 
Precautions of Mandana, the Coun- 
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ſels of Hyfaſpes, or his own natura 
Virtue, but to Love, 


There was then at the Court of 
Ecbatan a young Princeſs named Caſ- 
ſandana, a near Relation of Cyrus, 
and Daughter of Pharnaſpes, who 


= 


was of the Race of the Achemenides K. 


Her Father, who was one of the 
E Satrapes of Perſia, had ſent 

r to the Court of Aſtyages, to be 
there educated. She had all the 
Politeneſs of that Court, without 


any of its Faults. Her Wit was 


equal to her Beauty, and her Mo- 
deſty heighten d the Charms of both. 
Her Imagination was lively, but di- 
rected by her Judgment. A Juſtneſs 
of Thought was as natural to her as a 
Gracefulneſs of Expreſſion. She ſpoke 
ſeldom; but when ſhe did ſpeak, one 
might perceive that ſhe priz d Virtue 
more than Wit. She had entertain d 
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a particular Regard for Cyrus from 
the firſt Moment ſhe ſaw him, but 
conceal d her Sentiments ſo well, as 


not to be ſuſpected. 


Proximity of Blood gave Cyrus 
frequent Opportunities of ſeeing and 
diſcourſing with her. Her Converſa- 
tion ſoften d the Manners of the young 
Prince, and he inſenſibly acquir'd a 
Delicacy with which till then he had 
not been acquainted. 


The Beauties and Virtues of this 
Princeſs produced by degrees in his 
Soul all the Motions of that noble 
Paſſion, which ſoftens the Hearts of 
Heroes without leſſening their Cou- 
rage, and which places the principal 
Charm of Love in the Pleaſure of 
loving. Precepts, Maxims, and ſe- 
vere Leſſons, * not always preſerve 


the Mind from the poiſon d Arrows 
of Senſuality. Tis perhaps exacting 
too much from Youth, to require 
that 
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that they ſhould be inſenſible. And it 
often happens that nothing but a well- 
plac'd Love can be a Security from 
dangerous and criminal Paſſions. 


Caſſandana perceiv'd the Affection 
of Cyrus, but without ſeeming to 
obſerve it. And Cyrus enjoy d in 
her Converſation all the Pleaſures of 
the pureſt Friendſhip, without de- 


claring his Love. His Vouth and his 


Modeſty made him timorous. And 
it was not long before he felt all the 
Diſquiets, Pains, and Alarms, which 
ever tend upon ſuch Paſſions, even 
when they are moſt innocent. 


Caſſandana's Beauty very ſoon 


created him a Rival. Cyaxares be- 
came enamour'd of this Princeſs, He 


Was very near of the ſame Age with 


Cyrus, bur of a very different Cha- 
rafter. He had Wit and Courage, 
but was of an impetuous, haughty 
Diſpoſition, and ſhew'd already bur 
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too great a Propenſity to all the Vices 
common to young Princes, | 


Caſſandana could love nothing but 
X23 Virtue, and her Heart had 092 its 
Choice. She dreaded more than 
Death an Alliance with the Median 
Prince, tho' it flatter d ſo much her 
Ambition. | 


Cyaxares was unacquainted with 
the Delicacy of Love. His high 
Rank augmented his natural Haugh 
tineſs, and the Manners of the Medes 
authoriz'd his Preſumption : So that 
he us d little Precaution or Ceremon 
in letting the Princeſs know his P 
ſion for 2 


He immediately perceived her In- 
difference, ſought for the Cauſe of it, 
and was not long in making the Diſ- 
covery. In af publick Diverſions 
ſhe appear d gay and free with him, 
but was more conſtrain d with Cyrus. 
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The Guard ſhe kept upon herſelf, 
gave her an Air of Reſerve, which 
was not natural to her. She anſwer'd 


to all the Civilities of Cyaxares, with 
ready and lively Turns of Wit; but 
when Cyrus ſpoke, ſhe could hardly 


conceal her Perplexit ). 


Cyaxares obſerv'd this different Be- 
haviour, and gueſs'd the Reaſon of 
ir: But young Cyrus, being little 
kill d in the Secrets of Love, did not 
interpret the Conduct of Caſſandana 
in the ſame manner. He imagin'd 
that ſhe was pleas d with the Paſſion 


of Cyaxares, and that her Eyes were 


dazzled with the Luſtre of that Princes 
Crown. 


Cyrus experienc'd alternately, the 

| Uncertainty and Hope, the Pains and 
Pleaſures of a lively Paſſion. His 

Trouble was too great to be 
conceal d. Hyſtaſpes perceiv'd it; 

and without . i 
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the Prince's Attachment, ſaid to him, 
For ſome time paſt I obſerve that 
you are thoughtful and abſent. I 
believe I ſee into the Caule of it. 
You are in Love, Cyrus. There 
is no way to get the better of Love, 
but Flight. The moſt Heroick 
Virtue is ſometimes vanquiſh'd by 
the Force of its Illuſions. The 
wiſeſt of Men are ſeduc'd by it, if 
they neglect to cruſh it in its Birth. 
We have an Example of this, in 
the Hiſtory of one of your An- 
ceſtors. p 
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* © In the Reign of Cyaxares Son 
© of Phraortes, a bloody War was 
© kindled between the Sacæ and the 
Medes. The Troops of Cyaxares 
* were commanded by his Son- in- 
© -law Stryangens, the braveſt, hand- 
© ſomeſt, and moſt accompliſh'd 
Prince of all the Eat. He had 
* This Story has its Foundation in Antiquity, an 
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married Rhetea the Em peror's 


Daughter, who had both Beauty 


and Wit, and was of a moſt ami- 
able Temper. Zarina, Queen of 
the Sacæ, put herſelf at the Head 
of her own Troops; for ſhe was 
not only adorna'd with all the 
Charms of her Sex, but was Miſ- 
treſs of the moſt Heroick Virtues, 


© For two whole Years the Ad- 
vantages were equal on both Sides. 
Truces were often made in order 
to treat of Peace; and during theſe 
Ceſlations of Arms, the two Com- 
manders had frequent Interviews. 
The great Qualities which they diſ- 


cover d in each other, immediately 


produc d Efteem, and under the 


Cover of that Eſteem, Love ſoon 


inſinuated it ſelf into the Heart of 


Stryangeus. He no longer endea- 
vour'd to put an end to the War, 


for fear he ſhould be ſeparated from 


Zarma ; but he made frequent 
— 3 3 -: - "4 
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* Truces, in which Love had a greater 
© Share than Pblicy. | 


The Emperor at length ſent Or- 
derts to give a deciſive Battle. In 
„t the Heat of the Engagement the 
two Commanders met each other. 
Stryangeus would have avoided 
Zarina, but ſhe attack d him, and 
oblig'd him to defend himſelf, cry- 
ing out to him; Let us ſpare the 
Blood of our Subjects: It belongs 
to us alone to put an End to the 
War. | 
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Love and Glory by turns ani- 
mated the young Hero. He was 
equally afraid of conquering and of 
being conquer d. He frequently 
expos d his own Life by ſparing 
Zarinas, but at length foun 
means to gain the Victory, with- 
out hurting his lovely Enemy. He 
threw his Javelin with a skilful 
© Hand, and wounded the Queen's 
; © Horſe. 
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© Horſe. The Horſe fell, and the 
© Queen with him: Siryangens flies 


© other Fruit of his Victory, than the 
© Pleaſure of ſaving what he loves. 


Name of the Emperor an eternal 


© the two Armies. 


© to wait upon her to her Capital, 
© to which ſhe conſented, but from 
da Motive very different from that 
* which carried Stryangens to make 


were wholly taken up with the 
© Care of teſtifying her Gratitude, 
* while Stryangers ſought only an 
Opportunity of diſcovering his Love. 
He accompanied the Princeſs in her 
Chariot, who conducted him with 
Pomp to Roxanacta. 2414 
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© to her Relief, and will have no- 


Alter this he begg d Permiſſion 


the Requeſt. Zarinas Thoughts 


97 


© He offers her Peace with all ſorts 
© of Adyantages, preſerves her Do- 
© minions to her, and ſwears in the 


© Alliance with her, at the Head of 


Dz * Many 
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* Many Days were ſpent in Ban- 
queting and Rejoicings. Zarina s 


© Eſteem began by little and little 
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to grow into a Tenderneſs, without 


her perceiving it. She every Mo- 


ment ſuffer d her Sentiments to be 


ſeen publickly, becauſe ſhe knew 


not as yet the Source of them. 
She taſted the ſecret Sweets of a 
young and growing Paſſion, and 


© was unwilling to examine into the 


Motions of her own Heart. But 
at length ſhe diſcover'd that Love 
had too great a Share in them. She 
bluſh'd at her Weakneſs, and re- 
ſolv'd to get the better of it. She 
preſs d the Departure of Stryangers ; 
but the young Med? could not 
leave Roxanacia : He was no lon- 
ger mindful of Glory : He forget 
all his Affection for Rhetea: He 
yielded himſelf up entirely to a 
blind Paſſion, ſola, complain'd, 
and being no longer Maſter of him- 
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| © ſelf, diſcover'd his Love to Zarima 
in the ſtrongeſt and molt paſſionate 


The Queen did not ſeek to hide 
the Situation of her Mind. She 
© anſwerd with a noble Freedom, 
© and without affected Evaſions, or 
© Myſtery; I am indebted to you 
for my Life, and for my Crown ; 
* my Love is equal to my Gratitude, 
and my Heart is no leſ touch d 
than yours ; but I will ſooner die 
than betray my Virtue, or ſuffer 
that your Glory ſhould receive the 
leaſt Blemiſh. Conſider, dear 
* Stryangeus, that you are the Huſ- 
band of Rhetea, whom I love: 
* Honour and Friendſhip oblige me 
* equally to ſacrifice a Paſſion, which 
* awould prove my Shame, and her 
© Misfortune. 


© As ſhe ended theſe Words, ſhe 


* xetired. Stryangeus remain d con- 
| D4 founded 
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© founded, and in Deſpair: He ſhut 


© himſelf up in his Apartment, and 


* felt, by turns, all the contrary Mo- 
tions of an Heroick Soul, that is 
© combated, conquer'd, and inſulted 
by a violent and tyrannical Paſ- 


© (on. 


© One while he is jealous of Zari- 
© nas Glory, and reſolves to imitate 
her: The next Moment, cruel Love 
© ſports with his Reſolutions, and 
© even with his Virtues. In this 
© Tempeſt of Paſſions, his Under- 
© ſtanding is clouded, his Reaſon 
© forſakes him, and he reſolves to 


* kill himſelf ; bur firſt writes theſe. 


© Words to Zarina. 


T Saved your Life ; and you take 
away mine: ¶ fall the Victim of 


my Love and of your Virtue, being 


unable to conquer the one or to tmitate 


the other. Death alone can put an 
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end to my Crime, and to my Tor- 


ment. Þarewel for ever. 


He ſends this Letter to the 
Queen: She flies to the Apartment 
* of the young Mede; but he had 
already plung d the Sword into his 
© Breaſt, — ſees him ſwimming 
© in his Blood. She falls into a 
Swoon, comes again to herſelf, 
bedews his Face with her Tears, 
and calls back his Soul that was 
ready to take its Flight. He ſighs, 
* opens his Eyes, ſees the Grief of 
' Zarima, and conſents to have his 


B.A +4. 


© Wound taken care of, which for 


* many Days was thought mortal, 


© Rhetea, inform'd of this tra- 
gical Adventure, ſoon arrives at 
f Roxanacia. Zarma relates to her 
© all that had happen d, without con- 
© cealing either her Weakneſs or her 
F Reſiſtance, Such noble Simplicity 


© cannot 
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* cannot be underſtood or reliſhed, 


but by great Souls. Theſe. two 
Princeſſes had lov'd each other from 
their Infancy. The War between 
the Sacæ and the Medes had inter- 
rupted their Correſpondence, with- 
out leſſening their Friendſhip Not- 
withſtanding the Delicacy of their 
Situation, they knew and eſteem'd 
each other too well, to be ſuſcep- 
tible of Diſtruſt or Jealouſy. 


Uh Rhetea was exceſſively fond of 


Stryangeus, and always beheld him 
with the Eyes of a Lover : She 
lamented and compaſſionated his 
Weakneſs, becauſe ſhe ſaw it was 
involuntary. Aſſoon as he was 
heal'd of his Wound, Zarina preſs d 
his Departure, but he was not able 


to tear himſelf away from that 
fatal Place. His Torments and his 


Paſſion were renew 'd. 
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© Rhetea perceives" it, falls into a 


deep Sadneſs, and ſuffers all the 
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moſt cruel Agitations of Soul: 
Griet for being no longer lov'd by 
a Man, whom alone ſhe loves; 
Compaſſion for a Husband ou 
up to his Deſpair ; Eſteem for a 
Rival whom {ſhe cannot hate. She 
ſees herſelf every Day between a 
Lover hurried away by his Paſſion, 
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and a virtuous Friend whom {he 


admires; and that her Life is the 
Misfortune of both. How ſevere 
a Situation for a generous and 
tender Heart | The more {he con- 
ceals her Pain, the more ſhe is op- 


preſsd by it. She ſinks at laſt 


under the Weight, and falls into 
a dangerous Sickneſs. One Day 
when ſhe was alone with Zarina 


and Stryangens, ſhe dropt theſe 


Words; I am dying; but I die 
content, ſince my Death will make 


you happy. | 


2 © Zarima 
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© Zarina melts into Tears, and 

withdraws. Theſe Words pierce 

the Heart of Stryangeus: He looks 

upon Rhetea, and fees her pale, 

Raging: and ready to expire 

with Grief and Love. The Prin- 

ceſs's Eyes are fix d, and immo- 

veably faſten d upon the Prince: 

His own are open d. In a word, 

he is like a Man who awakes from 

a profound Sleep, or comes out of 
a Delirium, where nothing had 

appear d in its natural Shape. He 

had ſeen her every Day, without 

perceiving the cruel Condition to 
which he had reduc'd her. He 
ſees her at preſent with other Eyes : 

It awakens all his Virtue, and 

kindles again all his former Ten- 
dernels. He acknowledges his Er- 

ror, and throws himſelf at her Feet, 

and embraces her, repeating oſten 

theſe Words, interrupted by Tears 
© and Sighs; Live, my dear —_ 
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© Jive to give me the Pleaſure of re- 
* pairing my Fault; I am now ac- 


th dtd das. A44 ab 


c 
c 


« quainted with all the Value of your 


Heart. 


© Theſe Words bring her again 
ro Life : Her Beauty returns by 
degrees with her Strength. She de- 
parts for Echatana with Stryangeus, 
and from that Time nothing ever 
diſturb'd their Union. 


© You ſee by this, continued Hy/- 


taſpes, to what Extremities Love 


may bring the greateſt Heroes, 
You ſee likewiſe the Power of Re- 


ſolution and Courage, in conquer- 


ing the moſt violent Paſſions, when 
we have a ſincere Deſire to get the 


Victory. 
© I ſhould fear nothing for you, 


if there were at this rt ſuch - 
Perſons as Zarina; but Heroick 


* Virtue, like hers, would now be 


2 thought 
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* thought Romantick, or rather a 
* ſavage Inſenſibility. The Manners 
© of the Medes are very much chang d, 
and Caſſandana is the only Perſon 
© I ſee here, who is worthy of your 
Affection. 


Hitherto Cyrus had obſerv d a pro- 
found Silence; but finding that Hyſ- 
taſpes approv'd of his Paſſion, he 
cried out with Tranſport : © You 
© have named the dear Object of 
my Love! Caſſandana is the Miſ- 
treſs of my Heart; but I fear that 
hers is prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another: This is the Source of my 


* Miſery. y 


6 


A 


Ayſtaſpes, overjoy d to learn that 
Cyrus had made ſo worthy a Choice, 
embraced him, and made him this 
Anſwer. © Caſſandana delerves all 
* your Affection: Her Heart is as 
pure as her Underſtanding is bright: 


One cannot love her without loving 


_*© Virtue: 


c 


Cc. 


c 
c 
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Virtue : Her Beauty is the leaſt of 
her Charms. I was in fear leſt 
you might be engaged by ſome 
dangerous Inclination : But I re- 
cover my ſelf, I approve of your 
Paſſion, and even venture to think 
that it will be ſucceſsful. Have 
you ſeen the Greek Fable of Eu- 
dymion, which that Princeſs has re- 
reſented in a Piece of rich Em- 
— Methinks that Shepherd 
has all your Features; but ſhe has 
taken care to make Diana turn 
away her Head to hide her Face. 


Can you not gueſs the Reaſon of 


it? She loves you without doubt; 
but have a care of letting her ſee 
that you perceive it: She would 
fly you; and rather than expoſe 
her Virtue to the leaſt Reproach, 
would be equally cruel to you and 


to her ſelf. Theſe Words were a 
reat Conſolation to Cyrus, and re- 


f 


or d him to his Tranquillity. 


Not 
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Not long after, Cambyſes having 
Notice of Cyrus's Love for Caſſan- 
dana, recalled him to Perſia; for he 
had other Views for his Son, which 
agreed better with his Politicks. 
Pharnaſpes was at the ſame time 
inform'd of the Sentiments of Cyax- 
ares. His Ambition was flatter d 
by the Hope of ſuch an Alliance, 
and he ſent Orders to his Daughter 


to ſtay at the Court of Ecbatana. 


Cyrus and Caſſandana were in- 


form'd of their Fathers Intentions, 


and ſaw the Neceſſity of a Separa- 
tion. Their Grief was proportionable 
to their Love. But the Prince flatter'd 
himſelf that he ſhould be able, by 


the Help of Mandana, to move Cam- 


byſes and Pharnaſpes, at his Return 
to the Court of Perſia. And this 
_ hindered him from ſinking 
under the Sorrow of To cruel a 
Situation. 


The 
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The young Nobility would ac- 
company him to the Frontiers of 
Perſia. Of all the rich Preſents 
which 40 K. had given him at 
parting, he kept only ſome Median 
Horſes, in order to propagate the 
Breed of them in Perſia : The reſt 
he diſtributed among his Friends 
whom he left at the Court of Ec- 
batana ; and either by his Looks, 
Words or Bounties, expreſs d a due 
Regard for every one, according to 
his reſpective Rank, Merit, or Ser- 
VICES. 


He was no ſooner arrived at the 
Court of Perfia, but he communi- 
cated the Condition of his Heart to 
Mandana : © I have, ſaid he, fol- 
lo d your Counſels at the Court o 


© Ecbatana ; I have hv'd inſenſoble | 


© to all the mo enticing Charms of 
* Voluptuouſneſs: But I owe nothing 
to my ſelf on this account; I owe 
Vor. I. E all 
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* all to the Daughter of Pharnaſpes : 
love her, and this Love has pre- 
© ſerv'd me from all the Errors and 
* Extravagances of Youth. Do not 

think that my Attachment to her is 
only a tranſient Liking, which may 
alter: I have never lovd any 
other than Caſſandana, and I feel 
that I never can love but her alone. 
I know that my Father's Intention 
is to marry me to the Daughter 
* of the King of Armenia ; but will 
* you ſuffer the Happineſs of my Life 
* to be made a Sacrifice to political 
* Views?” Mandana encourag d him, 


ay 
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and engag d to uſe her utmoſt En- 


deavours to make Cambyſes change 
his Sentiments. 


In the mean while the young Per- 
fans, ſeeing Cyrus return d, ſaid one 
to another; * He comes from living 
© delicately at the Median Court.: He 
© apill newer be able to undergo our 
Military Diſcipline, nor to ac- 
* 5 © cuſtom 
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* cuſtom himſelf to our ſample Manner 
© of Life. But when they faw 
him content himſelf with their or- 
dinary Diet, more ſober and abſte- 
mious than themſelves, and that he 
ſhew'd more Skill and Courage in 
all his Exerciſes, they were ſtruck 
with Admiration, and cry'd out ; 
He is avorthy to reign over us, and 
© has yet a juſter Title to the Throne 
* by bis Merit than by his Birth.” 


Caſſandana liv d ſtill at the Court 
of Ecbatana, but ſhe always receiv d 
Cyaxares with great Coldneſs : He 


owd all the Complaiſance, the had 


ſhewn him, to Cyrzs's Preſence. The 
Pleaſure of ſeeing het Lover. of 
loving him, and being lov'd by him, 
flFd her Soul with a ſecret Joy, that 
diffus d it ſelf thro' all her Actions: 
But after the Departute of the young 
Prince, her Converſation, which was 
before fo gay and chearful, is chang'd 


into a mournful Silence: Her lively 


2 Wie 
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Wit ſeems extinguiſh'd, and all her 
natural Charms diſappear. 


In the mean while  Pharnaſpes 


fell dangerouſly ill at the Court of 


Perſia, and deſir d to ſee his Daugh- 
ter. She left Fchatana in haſte, to 
pay the laſt Duties to her Father. 


Several Ladies of the Court re- 
retted her, but the greater Part re- 
joiced at the Abſence of a Princeſs, 
whoſe Manners were too perfect a 
Model of diſcreet Conduct: It is 
* a Happineſs, ſaid they, to be rid 
* of that Stranger, whom the ſevere 
* Education of the Perſians has made 


* anſenſuble. 


Cyaxares ſaw the Departure of 


Caſſandana with inexpreſſible Diſſa- 


tisfaction: Spite, Jealouſy, Hatred 
againſt Cyrus, all the Paſſions which 


ariſe from deſpis d Love, tyrannized 


Over 
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over his Heart. He gave Orders to 
young Araſpes the Son of Harpagus, 
to go privately thro By-ways, and 
ſtop Caſſamdana, and to conduct her 
to a ſolitary Place on the Borders of 
the Caſpian Sea. | 


Araſpes had given himſelf up to all 
the Pleaſures of a voluptuous Court, 
but in the midſt of Senſuality had 
preſery'd noble and generous Senti- 
ments, and ſincerely abhorr'd every 
Thing that was diſhonourable andun- 
juſt : All his Faults proceeded rather 
from Eaſineſs and Complaiſance than 
Vice: He had an excellent Under- 


ſtanding ; and being born for Arms, 


as well as form'd for a Conrt, was 
qualified for every thing both in Peace 
and War. b f 


He communicated the Orders given 
him by Cyaxares to his Father Harpa-· 
gus, who loved Cyrus. Harpagus, aſter 

Nn E 3 having 
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having ſignaliz d his Courage in War, 
lived at the Court of Echatana, with- 
out being corrupted with the ordinary 
Vices of Courtiers: He faw with 
Concern the Manners of the Age, 
but kept Silence, and contented him- 
ſelf with condemning them rather 
by his Conduct than by his Diſcourſe : 

© I foreſee, ſaid he to Araſpes, all 
* the Misfortunes which Virtue twill 
bring upon us; but have a care, 

* my Son, of gaining the Prince $ 
y Favour by a Crime. 


He commanded him at the 3 
time to go and impart the whole 
Matter to Aſftyages. The Em 
approv'd of the = rudent Counſels 
Harpagus, and fearing leſt the — 
ſhould find ſome other Means to 
execute his Purpoſe, ordered Araſpes, 
inſtead of oppreſſing Innocence; to 
make bn to its Succour, ths 


Araſpes 
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Araſpes departed with Expedition, 
overtook the Princels near Aſþa- 
dana, told her the Orders of Cyax- 
ares, and offer d to conduct her into 
Perſia: She wept with, Joy to fee 
the Generoſity of Araſpes, and made 
haſte to gain the Frontiers of her own 
Country. 


Pharnaſpes died before his Daugh- 
ter could reach the Court of Cam- 
byſes. After having given all the 
Time which Nature and the Laws 
required, to lament her Fathers Death, 
ſhe at length ſaw Cyrus, and inform d 
him of the generous Proceeding of 


Araſpes. The Prince from that Mo- 


ment conceiy d,,a tender , Friendſhip 
for him, which laſted to the End of 


Cyaxares reſalv d to reyenge him- 
ſelf of Araſpes in a Manner equally 
5 E 4 cruel 
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cruel and ſhameful to human Nature, 


He cauſed Harpagus's ſecond Son to 
be murdered , and having invited 
the Father to a great Feaſt, he made 
the Limbs of the young Boy be 
ſervd up before him among other 
Diſhes. After the Father had eaten 
plentifully of them, he ordered che 
Head and Hands to be brought, and 
ſaid to Harpagus, with a barbarous 
Coolneſs and Serenity, © It is thus 
© that I puniſh the Treaſon of one 
* Brother by the Death of another. 


The Report of ſo great a Cruelty, 
ſtirr d up the Indignation of all the 
Medes: But Aftyages, being blinded 
by paternal Affection, wink d at Cy- 
axares's Crime, and did not puniſh it. 
He fear d the violent Temper of his 
Son, and durſt not avow the fecret 
Orders he had given to Araſpes: 
And thus a Prince, who was natu- 


f . Herod. B. f. 
rally 
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rally Beneficent, countenanc d all 
Vices by a ſhameful Weakneſs: He 
knew not the Value of Virtue, and 

was only good by Complexion. 


Harpagus being utterly diſcon- 
ſolate, retir d from Court, and went 
privately into Perſia, where Cambyſes 
granted him all the Advantages and 
Honours he was able, to compenſate 
him for his Loſſes in Media. 


Caſſandana livd in Tranquillity 
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at the Court of Per ſia, being in 


hopes that Mandana would prevail 
with Cambyſes to alter his Mind. A 
Turn of Politicks ſoon after chang d 


that Prince's Sentiments. He learnt 


that the Daughter of the King of 


Armenia was juſt given in Marriage 


to the King of Babylon's Son, and 
that thoſe two Princes had enter d 


into a ſecret Alliance againſt the Em- 
pire of the Medes. This News diſ- 
85 > concerted 
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concerted all his Schemes, and de- 


termin d him at length to conſent. to 
the Happineſs of Cyrus and Caſſan- 
dana. The Marriage was celebrated 
according to the Manners of the Age, 
and of the Country. 


They were conducted to the Top 
of a high Mountain, conſecrated to 
the great Oromazes. A Fire of odo- 
riferous Wood was there kindled. 
The High Prieſt firſt bound together 
the flowing Robes of the Prince and 
Princeſs, as a Symbol of their Union. 
Then the two Lovers, holding each 
other by the Hand, and ſurrounded 
by the Eſtales, danc'd about the Sa- 


cred Fire, ſinging the T heogonia (ac- 


cording to the Religion of the antient 
Perſiaus); that is to ſay, the Birth 
of the Tyngas, Amilictes, Coſmogoges, 
and of the pure Genii, who were all 
Emanations from the firſt Principle : 
They afterwards ſung the Fall of 

WELLS Spirits 
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Spirits into mortal Bodies: Then the 
Gaube of Mythras, in order to 
lead Souls back to the Empyreum : 
And laſtly, the total Deſtruction of 
the evil Principle Arimanius, who 
diffuſes every where Envy, Hatred, 
and the helliſh Paſſions X. 


E > 


* See che Diſcourſe, Page 116, &c. 
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5915 cn Sand i in Years, 
his Underſtanding opened 
and improved. His Taſte 

— and his Genius led him to 
the Srudy of the ' ſublime Sciences. 
He had often heard (; peak of the fa- 
>. mous School of the Magi, who had 
quitted their Retreat upon "the Banks 

of the River Oxus, in Bactria, and 

were \ ſettled near the Perſian Gulf, 
As 


. 
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As thoſe Sages rarely left their Soli- 
tude, and had little Intercourſe with 
other Men, he had never ſeen any 
one of them. The Thirſt of Know- 
ledge begot in him a ſtrong Deſire of 
converſing with them. 


He undertook this Journey with 
Caſſandana, attended by ſeveral Sa- 
trapes, and croſſing the Plain of Paſ- 
ſagarda, went thro' the Country of 
the Mardi, and arrived upon the 
Banks of the Aroffs. They enter d 
by a narrow Paſs into a large Valley, 
encompals'd with high Mountains, 
the Tops of which were covered 
with Oaks, Fir-trees, and loſty Ce- 
dars. Below were rich Paſtures, in 
which all Sorts of Cattle were feed- 
ing. The Plain look d like a Garden, 
water d by many Rivulets, which 
came from the Rocks all around, 
and emptied themſelves into the 
Arofis. This River loſt it ſelf be- 
tween two little Hills, which as rj | 
* 4 opened, = 
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opened, made the Objects ſeem to fly 
away, and diſcovered a Proſpect of 
fruitful Fields, vaſt Foreſts, and the 
Caſpian Sea, which bounded the 


Horizon. 


Cyrus and Caſſandana, as they 
advancd in the Valley, were invited 
into a neighbouring Grove by the 
Sound of harmonious. Mnſick. There, 
they beheld, by the fide of a clear 
Fountain, a great Number of Men 
of all Ages, and over againſt them a 
Company of Women, who form'd a 
Concert. They underſtood that it 
was the School of the Magi, and 
were ſurpriz d to ſee, inſtead of 
auſtere, melancholy, and thoughtful 
Men, an agreeable and polite People. 
Theſe Philoſophers look d upon Mu- 
ſick as ſomething heavenly, and pro- 
per to calm the Paſſions, for which 
reaſon they always began and finiſh'd 
the Day by Concerts ®, T 


* Strabo, B. 17. * 
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After they had given ſome little 
time in the Morning to this Exerciſe, 
they led their Diſciples thro' agreeable 
Places to the Sacred Mountain, ob- 
ſerving all the while a ſtrict Silence: 
There, they offer'd their Homages to 
the Gods, rather by the Voice of the 
Heart, than of the Lips. Thus by 
Muſick, pleaſant Walks, and Prayer, 
they prepar'd themſelves for the Con» 
templation of Truth, and put the 
Soul into a Serenity proper for Medi- 
tation: The reſt of the Day was 
ſpent in Study. Their only Repaſt 
was a little before Sun- ſet, at which 
they eat nothing but Bread, and ſome 
Portion of what had been offer d to 
the Gods, concluding all with Con- 
certs of Muſick. 


Other Men begin not the Educa - 
tion of their Children till after they 
are born, but the Magi in a manner 
before : While their Wives were with 
. = Child, 

" 


\ 2 


—— — U—᷑—œ— — 


64 


The Txavers of Cv 
Child, they took care to keep them 
always in Tran uillity, and. a petpe- 
cual Chearfulneſs, by ſweet and in- 
nocent Amuſements, to the end t ar 
from the Mother's Womb the Frait 
might receive none but agreeable, Im: 


preſſions. „, of ein np 


Each Sage had his Province in the 
Empire of Philoſophy ; ſome ſtudied 
the Virtues of Plants, others the Me- 
ramorphoſes of Inſects ; ſome again 
the , Conformation of Animals, and 
others the Courſe of the Stars : But. 
they made uſe of all their Diſcoveries, 
to come to the Knowledge, of the 
Gods, and of themſelves. They 
ſaid, T hat the Sciences were ud fur- 
ther valuable than they ſerved as Steps 
to aſcend to the great Oromazes, and 


from thence to deſcend to Man. 


l, | i vt eng Oaigivs 
Tho the Love of Truth was the 
fly Bond of Spciety among theſe. 


Ph 


olophers, yet they were not with- 
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out. a Head: They called him che 
Archimagus. He, who then poſ- 
= _ 7 was named Zar- 
er: He ſurpaſſed the 
more 2 iſdom than in Age, 
for he was ſcarce fifty Years old: 
Nevertheleſs he was a conſummate 
Maſter in all the Sciences of the Chal- 
deans, Egyptians, and even of the 
Jews, whom he had ſeen at 2 


When Cyrus and Caſſandana en» 
tered into this Grove, the Aſſembly 
aroſe and worſhipped them, bowing 
themſelves to the Earth, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Eaſt ; and \ 2 
retiring, left them alone with Zoro- 


after. 


The Philoſopher led them to a 


Bower of Myrtle, in the midſt of 
which was the Statue of a Woman, 
which he had carved with his own 
Hands. They all three ſat down in this 


1 where Zoroaſter entertain d the 


Yo. I. F Prince 
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Paſſions. Theſe Words gave Cyrus 


The Ta AVEISHFCxxus. 
Prince and Princeſs with a. Diſcourſe 
of the Life, Manners, and Virtues of 
the Magi. While he was ſpeaking 
he fre ly caſt a Look upon 
dl ag as he beheld it, his- Eon 
were bathed in Tears Cyrus and 
Caſſandana obſerv d his Sorrow dt 
firſt wich a reſpectful Silence, but 
afterwards the Princeſs could not for- 
bear asking him the Reaſon of tt. 
© This, anſwer' d the Philoſopher, is 
< the Statue of Selima, who heretofore 
lov d me, as you now love Cyrus. It 
is here that I come to ſpend my ſweet- 

eſt and my bittereſt Moments. In ſpite 
of Wiſdom, which ſubmits me to 
the Will of the Gods; in ſpite of 
the Pleaſures I taſte in Philoſophy; 
in ſpite of the Inſenſibility I am in, | 
with regard to all human Grandeur, 
the Remembrance of Selima often 
renews my Regrets and my Tear. 
True Virtue does nos extinguifh 
render Sentiments' by regulating the 
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ang Caſſandana a Curioſity to know the 
Hiſtory of Helima. The Philoſopher 
perceived it, and prevented their Re- 
gut; by beginning his Story in the 


* 


ollowing Manner: t 


<1 am not. afraid of letting you 
* ſee my Weakneſs ; but I ſhould 


avoid the Recital I am going to 


© make, if I did not foreſee that you 


o 


might reap ſgme uſeful Inſtruction 
1 from it. N 5 5 f 5 
Was born 2 Prince N my Father 
© was Sovereign of a little Territory 
in the Indies, which is called the 


Country of the Sophites. Having 


© loſt my Way one Day when I was 
hunting, I chanced to ſee in the 
* thick Part of a Wood, a young 
F Maid, who was there repoling 


© herſelf. Her ſurprizing Beauty im- 


* mediately ſtruck me. I became im- 
* moveable and durſt not advance. 
* I imagin'd it was one of thoſe aerial 

38 SR © Spirits, 
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Spirits, wha deſcend ſometimes from 
the Thypne of Oromaxes, to con- 
duct Souls back to the Empyreum, 
Seeing herſelf alone with a Man, 
ſhe "fed and took Refuge in a 
Temple that was near the Foreſt. 
.I durſt not follow her; but I learnt 
that ſhe was Daughter of an old 
Brachman, who dwelk,, in that 
Temple, and that ſhe was conſe- 
jb Os to the Worfhip of the Fire, 
The Laws of the 15 are ſo 
ſevere among the Indians, that a 
Father thinks it an Act of Religion, 
to throw his Daughter alive into the 
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yet living, and I could not make uſe 


* of Violence : But had I. been 
King, Princes have ng Right in that 


< Country, over Perſons conſecrated 


© to Religion. However all theſe Dif- 
© ficulties did but increaſe my Paſ- 
* ſion; and the Violence of itquicken'd 


hs, i my 
: 


Flames, ſhould ſhe ever fall from that 
Purity of Manners which ſhe Jas | 
*. worn to preſerve. My Father was | 
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© my Ingenuity. I left my Fa- 


„chers Palace, was Voung, was a 
Prince, and did not conſu Reaſon. 
* I difpuis'd myſelf in the Habit of a 


© Girl, and went to the Temple 


© where the old Brachmian lived. I 


© deceived him by a feign d Story, and 
© became one of the Þ tales, under 
the Name of Amana. The King, 
my Father, who was diſconſolate 
for my ſudden leaving him, or- 
* derd ſearch ro be made for me 
© every where, but to no purpoſe. Þ: 


Selima not knowing my Sex, 
© conceived a particular Liking and 
© Friendſhip for me. I never leſt 
her: We paſs d our Lives together, 
in Working, Reading, Walking, 
and Serving at the Altars. I often 
told her Fables and Stories, in 
order to paint to her the wonderful 
Effects of Friendſhip and of Love. 
© My Deſign was to prepare her by 
Degrees, for the Diſcovery I was 
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The TxAVELS of Cyrus, 
meditating, I ſometimes forgot 
myſelf while I was ſpeaking; and 
was ſo carried away by my Viva- 
city, that ſhe often interrupted me, 
and ſaid, One would think, Amana, 
to hear you ſpeak, that you feel 
in this Moment, all that you de- 


ſeribe. 


© ] livd in this Manner ſeveral 
Months with her, and it was not 
poſſible for her to diſcover either my 
Diſguiſe, or my Paſſion. As my 
Heart was not corrupted, I had no 
criminal View ; I imagined, that if 
I could engage her to love me, 
ſhe would forſake her State of Life, | 
to ſhare my Crown with me: For | 


the Indian Eſtales can lawfully quit 


Celibacy, and marry. I was con- 


tinually waiting for a favourable 
Moment, to reveal to her my Sen- 
timents: But, alas! that Moment 
never came. | | 


ot 
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730.4 f | 1 8 
lt was a Cuſtom among the 
Iſſtales, to go divers times in the 
© Year upon a high Mountain, there 


"+ to kindle. the Sacred. Fire, and to 


© offer Sactifices : We all went up 
# thither one Day, accompany d only 
* by the old Brachman. 


5 Scarce was the Sacrifice begun, 
when we were ſurrounded by a 
Body of Men, arm'd with Bows 
* and Arrows, who carry d away 
* Selma and her Father. They were 
* all on Horſeback : I follow'd them 
* ſome time, but they enter d into a 
* Wood, and I ſaw them no more. 
* I did not return to the Temple, 
but ſtole away from the Eſtales, 
* chang d my, Dreſs, took another 
* Diſguiſe, and forſook the Indies. 
* I forgot my Father, my Country, 
and all my Obligations; I wan- 
* der'd over all Aſia in Search of Se- 
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Cima: What cannot Love do in a 


0 


young Heart given up to its Paſion 


As I was one Day ciofling the 


4 Country of the Lycians, 1 ſtopt i 


c 
c 
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a great Foreſt, to ſhelter myſel 

from the Heat. I preſently ſaw a 
Company of Hunters paſs by, and 
a little after ſeveral Women, among 
whom I thought I diſcover'd Selma; 
She was in a hunting Dreſs, motiht- 
ed upon a 4 Courſer, and di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from all the reſt by a 
Crown of Flowers. She paſs d by 
me ſo ſwift, that I could not be 
ſure whether my Conjectures were 
well founded; but I went ſtrait to 


the Capital, 


© The Lycians were at that time 
govern'd by Women, which Form 
of Government was eſtabliſh d 
among them upon the following 
Ocaaſfon, _ > 
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"Og + Aid. HS. AA 


The:T#wawtLs of: CYruS; 
v? at w þ S , 5 R"d. TK ** Ne W. 
 * Some. Years ago, the Ven became 


nenden LU unn 
* ſo effeminate during a long Peace, 


that cheir Thoughts were wholly 


„taken up about their Dreſs. They 


f affected the Diſcourſe, Manners, 
Maxims, and all the Imperfections 
* of Women, without having either 
their Sweetneſs or Delicacy: And 
© while they gave themſelves up to 
infamous Lazineſs, the moſt abo- 
minable Vices took the Place of 
© lovely Paſſions. They deſpis d the 
* Lycian Women, and treated them 
life Slaves. A foreign War came 
© upon. them. The Men being grown 
* cowardly and effeminate, were 
© not able to defend their Country. 
They fled and hid themſelves in 
Caves and Caverns. The Women, 
* being accuſtomed to Fatigue, by 
the Slavery they had undergone, 
* rook Arms, drove away the Enemy, 
© became Miſtreſſes of the Country, 


© and eſtabliſh'd themſelves in Autho- 


tity by an immutable Law. 
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* From that time the Lyctans ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves to this Form 
of Government, and found it the 
eaſieſt and moſt convenient. 
Their Queens had a Council of 
Senators, who aſſiſted them with 
their Advice : The Men propoſed 
good Laws, but the Women caus'd 
them to be executed, The Sweetneſs 
and Mildneſs of the Sex prevented 
all the Miſchiefs of Tyranny ; 
and the Counſel of the wiſe Sena- 
tors, qualify'd that Inconſtancy, 
with which Women are reproach'd, 


] underſtood that the Mother of 
Selima, having been dethroned by 
the Ambition of a Kinſwoman, 
her firſt Miniſter had fled to the 
Indies with the young Princeſs ; that 
he had liv'd there ſeveral Years as a 
Brachman, and ſhe as an Ffaale ; 
that this old Man having always 
maintained a Correſpondence yay 
| ** 2g 


* 
** 
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Fatigue, I ſought the moſt hazardous 
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the Friends of 'the Royal Family, 
the young Queen had been reſtor d 


to the Thtone aſter the Death of 
the Uſurper; that ſhe govern d 
with the Wifdom of a Peron who 
had experienc d Misfortunes: And 
laſtly, that ſhe had always expreſs d 
an invincible Diſſike to Marriage. 


* This News gave me an inex- 
yg Joy ; I thank'd the Gods 
or having conducted me by ſuch 
wondertul Ways, near the Object 
of my Heart; I implor'd their Help, 
and promisd never to love but 
once, if they would favour my 
Paſſion. . 


© [ conſider'd of ſeveral Methods 


whereby to make myſelf known to 


the Queen ; and ſeeing that Wat 


was the moſt proper, I engag d in 


the Troops: There, I diſtinguiſh'd 
myſelf very ſoon ; for I refus'd no 


© Enter- 


The Txavers of Cyaxus 
© Enterprizes, and expos d myſelf 
every where. Upon a Day of 
Battle, which was to be deciſive of 
* the Liberty of the ' Lycians, the 
* Carians' put our Troops into Diſ- 
order: Twas in a large Plain, out 
of which there was but one narrow 
* Paſs. I gain d this Paſs, and 
© threatned to pierce with my Jave- 
© lin, any Man who ſhould attempt 
to force it. In this Manner I rally d 
* our Troops, and returned to charge 
the Enemy; I routed them, and 
obtained a complete Victory. This 
Action drew the Attention of all 
* the Army upon me: Nothing was 
* ſpoken of bur my Courage ; and all 
* the Soldiers call'd me the Deliverer 
© of their Country. I was conducted 
© to the Queen's Preſence, who could 
© not recollect me; for we had been 
* ſeparated fix Years, and Grief and 
Fatigue had alter d my Features... . 
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She ask'd me my Name, and 


* 


my Country, and exatnined te 
© with Attention. I thought I diſ- 
covered in her Eyes a ſecret Emo- 
tion, which ſhe endea vour d to 
© coriceal, Strange Capriciouſneſs of 
© Love ! Heretofore T had thought 
© her an Eſtale of mean Birth; yet 

© nevertheleſs I reſolved to ſhare my 
Crown with her. This Moment 
© I conceivd *a Deſign of making 
myſelf be lov'd, as I had lovd; I 
conceal d my Country, and my 
Birth, and told her, I was born in 
a Village of Bactria, of a very 
* obſcure Family. Upon which ſhe 
© ſuddenly withdrew, without an- 


© 'ſwering me, 
DAG; o. 
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Soon after this, ſhe gave me, by 
© the "Advice of her Senators, the 
* which Means I had free Acceſs to 
© her Perſon. She us d frequently to 
- 1 (4 ſend 


78 


© her, by which her Confidence in 
© me. increaſed daily. I, ſometimes 
made, her call to Mind che Migfor- 


The Ta AVEIS of Cyrus. 
© ſend for me, under pretence of 


F Bulinels, when ſhe had nothing to 


ſay, She took a Pleaſure in a 


© courſing with me 3 and I painted 

my — under borrow d 
Names, The Greek and Egyptian 
*, Mythology, which. I had learn d in 
my Travels, furniſh'd me, with 
* ample Matter, to prove that the 
£ Gods: heretofore were enamour'd 
© with Mortals ; and that Love: makes 
s 7" Gongiciaps equal. | 


C [ 3 that one Day, while 
I was relating to her a Story of that 
* king, ſhe left me in a great Emo- 
tien, by which I diſcover d her hid- 
© den Sentiments; and it gave me 
© an inexpreſſible "Pleaſure, to. find 
* that I was lovd, as I had lov'd. 
J had frequent Converſations with 


* tuneFof her Infancy ; and ſhe chen 
* gave 
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gave me an Account of her living 

among the Eſtales, her Friendſhip 
©: for Amana, and their mutual Af- 
© fefion.” Scarce was I able to con- 
© rain myſelf when J heard her ſpeak : 
© | was juſt ready to throw off my 
C Diſgnile 35 but my falſe Delicacy re- 
quir d that Selima ſnould do for me, 
hat I would have done for her. Iwas 
very ſoon ſatisfy d; for an extraor- 
dinary Event made me experience 
© all the Extent and Power of her 
© Love. 
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According to the Law among the 
* Lycians, the Perſon who governs, 
is not permitted to marry a Stranger. 
Selima ſent for me one Day, and 
© ſaid to me, My Subjects are de- 
* ferous that I ſhould marry. Go tell 
* them from me, T hat I will conſent, 
upon Condition that they leave me 
free in my Choice. She ſpoke theſe 
© Words with a majeſtick Air, and 
© ſcarce looking upon me. 5 
Pi ! "It 
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© At firſt I trembled, chen flatter d 
* myſelf, then fell into Doubt; for 1 
© knew the Attachment which the 


* Lycans had to their Law. I went 


© nevertheleſs to execute Sima s Or- 
© ders. When the Council was af- 
© ſembled, I laid before them the 


© Queen's Pleaſure, and after much 


© Diſpute, it was agreed, That ſhe 
© ſhould be left free to chuſe herſelf a 


© Husband. | | 
© | carried her back the Reſult of 


their Deliberation : Upon which ſhe 


order d me to aſſemble the Troo 
© in the ſame Plain where I had 
* raind the Victory over the Carians; 


and to hold myſelf ready to obey 


© her Orders.. She commanded at the 
© fame time, all the principal Men of 
the Nation to repair to the ſame 
place, where a magnificent Throne 
© was erected, The Queen came, 
* and being encircled by her Cour- 
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gan my Reign, I 


be, Head of your Armias, ud have 


© altain'd ſeveral Vifterics. My only 
g Study. has been. to matte you = and 
10 ut guſt, that ſhe who has 


© been the Pre erver 0 1 Libert , 
© ſbould be 25 * 1 8 
© equitable, that. ſhe who continually 
Meet yonr Happineſs, ſpould be ber- 
* ſelf ongferalile?, There is uo Unhap- 
* equa / to that of. doing Violence 
ones own Heart. ¶ ben the 


leart is under a Conſtraint, Gran: 


ur aud Royalty ſerve. ouly to give 


us a quicker Senſe of aur Slavery, 1 
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free, you are diſpens d from the 
© Law. The Queen ſent me Orders 
to advance at the Head of the 

Troops. When I was near the 

Throne ſhe roſe; T here is my 

 Husband, ſaid ſhe, (pointing to me 

with her Hand) He is a Stranger, 
but his Services make him the Fa- 
ther of the Country; he is not a 
Prince, but his Merit puts him upon 
a Level with Rings. "I 
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© FSelima then order'd me to come 
up upon the Throne. I proſtrated 
myſelf at her Feet, and took all the 
uſual Oaths. I promis d to re- 
nounce my Country for ever, to 
look upon the Lycians as my Chil- 
dren; and above all, never to love 
any other than the Queen. | 
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Aſter this, ſhe ſtepp'd down from 
© the, Throne, and we were con- | 
< ducted” back to the Capital with | 
Pomp, amidſt the Acclamations of 
. | 9 10 & the 
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© the People. Aſſoon as we were 
© alone, Ah Selima ! faid I, have 
© you then forgot Amana ? She was 
© tranſported. with Surprize, Ten- 
* derneſs and Joy. She then knew 


me, and conjectur d all the reſt. 


© I had no need to ſpeak; and we 
© both were a long time ſilent. At 


© length II told her my Story, with 


© all the Effects that Love had pro- 


© ducd in me. 


© She very ſoon aſſembled her 
Council, and acquainted them with 
my Birth. Embaſſadors were ſent 
* ro the Indies. I renounced my 
© Crown and Country for ever; and 
© my Brother was confirmed in the 


© Poſſeſſion of my Throne. 


This was an eaſy Sacrifice; I was 
in Poſſeſſion of Selma, and my 
* Happineſs was complete. But, 


* alas! this Happineſs was of no long 


© Continuance. In giving myſelf up 
E G 2 to 
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© to my Paſſion, I had renounced my 


Country; I had forſaken my Father, 
© who made me the Conſolation of 


© his Old Age; I had withdrawn from 
* my Duty. My Love, which 
© ſeem'd ſo delicate, ſo generous, and 
© was the Admiration of Men, was 


not approv d of by the Gods. Ac- 


* cordingly, they puniſh'd me for it f 
© by the greateſt of all Misfortunes; 


© for they took Sima from me: She 
* dy'd within a few Days after our 


D 


Marriage. I gave myſelf over to | 
© all the Exceſſes of Sorrow; but the | 


© Gods did not abandon me. 


' © Tenterd deeply into myſelf. Wiſ- 


dom deſcended into my Heart; ſhe | 
© open'd the Eyes of my Underſtand- | 


ing; and I then diſcover d a great 
* Myſtery in the Conduct of Oro- 
© mazes. It is obſerv'd, that Virtue 
© is often unhappy. This is what 


* ſhocks the Reaſon of blind Men, | 
* who are ignorant, that the tranſient | 
5 
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* Evils of this Life, are deſign d by 
* the Gods to expiate the ſecret 
* Faults of thoſe who appear the 
© moſt Virtuous. 


© Theſe Reflections determin'd me 
© to conſecrate the reſt of my Days to 
the Study of Wiſdom. Selima was 
dead; my Bonds were broken; [ 
* was no longer attach d to any thing 
in Nature. The whole Earth ap- 
* peard to me a Deſart. I could not 
© reign in Lycia after Selima; and [I 
© would not remain in a Country 
© where every thing continually re- 


* newd the Remembrance of my 
© Lols, 


© ] return'd to the Indies, and 
* went to live among the Brachmans. 
There, I form'd a Plan of Happi- 
© neſs, free from that Subjection and 
* Slavery, which always accompanies 


© Grandeur. I eftabliſh'd within 


* myſelf an Empire over my Paſſions, 
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more glorious than the falſe Luſtre of 
Royalty. But notwithſtanding this 
Retirement, and Diſengagement 


from the World, my Brother con- 


ceiv'd a Jealouſy againſt me, as if I 
had been deſirous to aſcend the 
Throne; and [I was obliged to leave 
the Indies. 


My Exile prov d a new Source 


c 


of Happineſs to me. It depends 
upon ourſelves to reap Advantage 
from Misfortunes. I viſited the 
Wiſe Men of Alia, and converſed 
with the Philoſophers of different 
Countries : I learn'd their Eaws, 
and their Religion; and was 


charm'd to find, That the great 


Men of all Times, and of all Places, 
had the fame Ideas of the Divinity, 
and of Morality. At laſt, I came 
here upon the Banks of the Argſis, 


where the Magi have choſen me 


for their Head. 


Here 
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Here Zoroaſter ended. Cyrus 


and Caſſandana were too much at- 
fected to be able to ſpeak. After 
ſome Moments of Silence, he diſ- 
cours'd to them of the Happineſs which 
the Gods are preparing for thoſe who 
preſerve a pure and unſpotted Heart; 
and of the Pleaſures which true Lovers 
enjoy in the Empyreum, when they 
meer again there, He then con- 
cluded with theſe Wiſhes : © May vor 
* long feel the Happineſs of mutual 
* and undivided Love! May the 
Gods preſerve you from that de- 
* praved Taſte, avhich makes Plea- 
* ſures ceaſe to be ſuch, when once 
* they become Jawful | May you, after 
* the Tranſports of a lively and pure 
* Paſſion in your younger Pars, ex- 
© perience, in a more advanc d Age, 
* all the Charms of that Union, which 
© diminſhes the Pains of Life, and 
* augments its Pleaſures, by ſharing 
* them | May a long and agreeable 
old Age, let you ſee your diſtant Poſte- 
G4 * rity, 
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rity, multiplying the Race of Heroes 
upon Earth ! May at laſt, one and 
the ſame Day unite the Aſhes o 
both, to exempt you from the Miſ- 
fortune of bewailing like me, the 
Loſs of what you Love ! I comfort 
myſelf with the Hope of ſeeing Se- 
lima again, in the Sphere of Fire, 
the pure Element of Love. Souls 
make Acquaintance only, here beloaw , 
it is above, that their Union is con- 
ſummated. O Selima, Selima 
our Flame will be eternal. I know 
that in thoſe ſuperior Regions, your 
Happineſs will not be complete till 
I ſhall ſhare it with you. T hoſe 
who have low d each other purely 
will love for ever. True Love is 
* Immortal. 
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The Story of Zoroaſter made a 
ſtrong Impreſſion upon the Prince 
and Princeſs; it confirm'd them in 
their mutual Tenderneſs, and in their 
Love of Virtue, E 
5 While 


The Txaveis of Craus, 


While Caſſandana was agreeably 
entertaining herſelf in the Converſa- 
tion of the Women, and with their har- 
monious Concerts, 7 initiated 
Cyrus into all the Myſteries of the 
Eaſtern Wiſdom. The Chaldeans, 
the Egyptians, and the Gymnoſophiſts, 
had a wonderful Knowledge of Na- 
ture; but they wrapp d it up in Alle- 
gorical Fables: And this, doubtleſs, 
is the Reaſon, that venerable Anti- 
quity has been reproach d with Igno- 
rance, in natural Philoſophy. 


Zoroaſter laid open before Cyrus, 
all the Secrets of Nature; not merely 
to amuſe him, but to make him ob- 
ſerve the Marks of an infinite Wiſ- 
dom, diffus d throughout the Uni- 
verſe; and thereby to prepare him 
for more ſublime Inſtructions relating 
to the Divinity and Religion. 
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One while he "nanile him admire 


the Structure of the Human Body, 


the Springs of which it is compos'd, 
and the Liquors that low in it ; the 
Canals, the Pumps, and the Baſons, 
which are form'd by the mere inter- 
weaving of the Nerves, Arteries, and 
Veins, in order to ſeparate, purify, 
conduct, and reconduct the Liquids 
into all the Extremities of the Body, 
Then the Levers, . the Cords, and 
the Pullies, form'd by the Bones, 
Muſcles, and Cartilages, for the 
cauſing of all the Motions of the 
Solids. | 


* It is thus, ſaid the Philoſopher, 

* that our Body is but one ſurprizing 
Complication of numberleſs Pipes, 

which have a Communication with 
one another, are divided, and ſub- 

divided without End; while dif- 

ferent and ſuitable Liquors are in- 

ſinuated into them, and are there 


© prepar'd 
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< prepar'd according to the Rules of 
© the molt exact Mechaniſm.” By 
this he made him comprehend, that 
an Infinity of ſmall imperceptible 
Springs, the Conſtruction and Mo- 
tions of which we are ignorant of, 
are continually playing in our Bo- 
dies; and conſequently, that none 
but a ſovereign Intelligence could 
produce, adjuſt, and preſerve fo 
compounded, ſo delicate, and ſo 
admirable a Machine. 


At another time he explain'd to 
him the Configuration of Plants, and 
the Transformation of Inſects. They 


9* 


had not then our Optick Glaſſes, to 


magnify Objects, and bring them 


near; but the penetrating Spirit of 


Zoroaſter, inlightened by a long Tra- 
dition of phyſical Experiments, ſaw 
further than the Eye can reach to by 
their Help. 
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Each Seed, ſaid he, contains 
within it a Plant of its own Spe- 
cies ; This Plant another Seed; and 
this Seed another little Plant ; and 
ſo on without End. Fruitful Na- 
ture is inexhauſtible. The Growth 
of Vegetables is but the unfolding 
of the Fibres, Membranes, and 
Branches, by the flowing of the 
Moiſture of the Earth into them. 
The Preſſure of the Air makes that 
nouriſhing Moiſture, which is preg- 
nant with Salts, Sulphur, and Oils, 
enter into the Tubes of the Roots. 
The Action of the Sun in the Day- 
time draws upwards the ſubtil Part 
of the Sap; and the Coolneſs of 
the Night fixes, condenſes, and 


ripens it, in order to produce 


Leaves, Flowers and Fruits; and 
to form all thoſe Riches of Nature, 
which charm the Sight, the Smell, 
and the Taſte. | 


© The 


The Travers of Cyx vs. | 


© 'The Fruitfulneſs of Nature in the 


93 


© Multiplication of Inſects, is no leſs 


© admirable. Their Eggs, ſcatter d 
© in the Air, upon the Earth, and in 
the Waters, meet in each with pro- 
per Receptacles, and wait only for 
* a favourable Ray of the Sun to 
hatch them. Wiſe Nature ſets an 
infinite Number of Springs at Work 
in theſe almoſt inviſible Machines, 
which furniſh Liquors ſuited to 
their Wants. 8 


f. 9 TI 


He then recounted to him all their 
different Metamorphoſes. Now they 
are Worms which craw] upon the 
Earth; then Fiſhes ſwimming in Li- 
quors; and at laſt, they get Wings, 
and riſe into the Air. | 


Another time, the Sage carried the 
Thoughts of Cyrus up into the higher 
Regions, to contemplate all the extra- 

, ordinary 
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ordinary Appearances which happe 


there. | 


He ſhewd him the wonderful 
Qualities of that ſubtil and inviſible 


| Bluid, which encompaſſes the Earth; 


how uſeful and neceſſary it is to the 
Life of Animals, the Growth of 
Plants, the Flying of Birds, the Form- 
ng of Sounds, and all the Uſes of 
Lite. 


This Fluid, ſaid he, being agitated, 
heated, cooled again, compreſs d, 
rarify'd, ſometimes by the Rays of 
the Sun, or ſubterraneous Fires; 
ſometimes by the Salts and Sul- 
pre which float in it ; ſometimes 
HY 


A 


TW. RS 


Nitres which fix and congeal it ; 
ſometimes by Clouds which com- 
preſs it ; and ſometimes by other 
Cauſes which deſtroy the Equili- 
brium of its Parts; produces all 
ſorts of Winds : the moſt impetuous 
of which ſerve to diſpel the noxious 

| * Vapours 3 


' 
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* Vapours 3 while the ſofter Breezes 
© remper the exceſſive Heats. 


© At other times, the Rays of the 
sun, inſinuating themſelves. into the 


* 


h; little Drops of Water which cover 
he © the Surface of the Earth, rarify them, 
of © and thereby make them lighter than 
N- © the Air; ſo that they — into 
of © it, form Vapours, and float there 
© at different Heights, according as 
* they are more or leſs heavy. 
d * The Sun having drawn up theſe 


of © Vapours loaded with Sulphur, 
5 © Minerals, and different Kinds: of 
. * Salts, they kindle in the Air, put it 
© into a Commotion, and cauſe 
* Thunder and Lightning. 


© Other Vapours that are lighter, 
gather together into Clouds, and float 
© in the Air: But when they become 
* too heavy, they fall in Dews, 
© Showers of Rain, Snow and Hail, 
* according 


— 


—_— ww W3 — Y Py || Wo OO 


96 


The Txaversof Cryaus. 
according as the Air is more or leſs 
heard... | 19244993 


' © Thoſe Vapours which are daily 
© drawn from the Sea, and carried in 
©. the Air by the Winds to the Tops 
* of Mountains, fall there, foak into 
them, and meet in their inward 
* Cavities, where they continue till 
they find a Vent, and ſo become 
abundant Sources of living Water, 
to quench the Thirſt of Men. By 
theſe are form'd Rivulets, of which 
the ſmaller Rivers are compos'd ; 
and theſe latter again form the great 
Rivers, which return into the Sea, 
to- repair the Loſs it had ſuf- 
fered by the ardent Rays of the 


Sun. | 


Thus it is, that all the Irregu- 
larities and Intemperances of the 
Elements, which ſeem to deſtroy 
Nature in one Seaſon, ſerve to re- 

| bie 
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© yive it in another. The immo- 
© derate Heats of the Summer, and 
© the exceſſive Colds of the Winter, 
prepare the Beauties of the Spring, 
© and the rich Fruits of Autumn. 
© All theſe Viciſſitudes, which ſeem 
to ſuperficial Minds the Effects of a 
* fortuirous Concourſe of irregular 
© Cauſes, are regulated according to 
Weight and Meaſure, by that Sove- 
* reign Wiſdom who holds the Uni- 
* verſe in his Hand; and who weighs 
© the Earth as a Grain of Sand; and 


| © the Sea as a Drop of Water, 


After this Zoroaſter raisd the 
Thoughts of Cyrus to contemplate 
the Cœleſtial Bodies; and explain'd 
to him the admirable Proportion in 
theirsDiſtances, Magnitudes and Re- 
volutions. ee 


»The Firſt Mover, ſaid he, is 
* not an Immenſe reſtleſs Matter, 
* which gives itſelf all ſorts of Forms, 
Yor. I. H by 
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by the neceſſary Law of a blind 
Mechaniſm. It is the great Oro- 
mazes himſelf, whoſe Eflence is 
Love; and who has imprels'd this 
Character upon all his Creatures, 
Animate and Inanimate. The 
Laws of the Material and Viſible 
World reſemble thoſe of the In- 
viſible and Intellectual. And as 
the Firſt Mover draws all Spirits 
to himſelf, and by his Almighty 
Attraction unites them in different 
Societies; ſo does he likewiſe con- 
tinually act upon all Bodies, give 
them aTendency towards each other, 
and thereby range them with Order 
into different Syſtems. | 


© Hence it is, that the Parts of 
Matter cohere and form thoſe vaſt 
Globes of Fire, the fix'd Stars, 
which are ſo many Images of the 
Great Oromazes, whole Body is 
Light, and whoſe Soul is Truth.* 


* 
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© It is by the ſame attractive 
Power, that the Planets are retain'd 
in their Orbits; and inftead of 
ſhooting forward for ever in right 
Lines, through the immenſe Spaces, 
move eternally round thoſe Lumi- 
nous Centers, from which, as their 

rear Benefactors, they derive their 
Light and Heat. 


© But not only the Beauty and 
Harmony of the great Syſtems are 
owing to this Principle of Attra- 
ction, but likewiſe the Coheſion 
and Motion of the leſſer Bodies, 
whether Solid or Fluid The fame 
Cauſe produces numberleſs, and 
even contrary Effects, yet without 
any Confuſion in ſo infinite a Va- 
riety of Motions. 


He came at length to explain to 


him how the Diſtances, Magnitudes 
and Motions of the Planets were ſuited 
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to the Nature of their Inhabitants. 
For the Magi believ d all the Stars to 
be peopled, either with good or evil 


Gen. 


Wie are ſurpriz d, continues the 


© Philoſopher, to ſee all theſe Won- 


ders of Nature, which diſcover 
themſelves .-to our feeble Sight. 
What would it be if we could 
tranſport ourſelves into thoſe 
Etherial Spaces, and paſs through 
them with a rapid Flight? Each 
Star would appear an Atom in 
Compariſon of the Immenſity with 


which it is ſurrounded: What 


would it be, if, deſcending after- 
wards upon Earth, we could ac- 
e Eyes to the Minute- 
neſs of Objects, and purſue the 


ſmalleſt Grain of Sand through its 


infinite Diviſibility? Each Atom 
would appear a World, in which 
we ſhould doubtleſs diſcover new 


© Beauties.” It is thus that there is 


nothing 


— 
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nothing great, nothing little in it- 
« ſelf; both the Great and the Little 
* diſappear by turns, to preſent every 


© where. an Image of Infinity thro' 
© all the Works of Oromazxes. 


© But, all that we know of Nature 


here below, continu d the Philoſo- 
© pher, regards only its ſuperficial Pro- 
© perties. We are not allow d to pe- 
netrate into the intimate Eſſence of 
Things. This Point of Immenſity 
to which we are baniſh'd, ſince our 
animating of mortal Bodies, is not 
what it was heretofore. The 


AN tho * * La, Lay Ld Py 


is ſuſpended in its Action. All 1 
become deform'd, obſcure, and ir- 
regular, like the Intelligences who 
* dwell in it, and who were drawn 
into the Rebellion of Arimanius. 


Cyrus was charm'd with theſe In- 
ſtructions. New Worlds ſeem'd to 
open themſelves to his Mind. © Where 
* have I livd, faid he, till now? 
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moving Power of the firſt 9 | 
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© The ſimpleſt Objects contain Won- 
* ders which eſcape my Sight. But 
his Curioſity was eſpecially rais d 
when he heard mention of the great 


Change that had happen d in the Uni- 


verſe; and turning to Araſpes, who | 
was preſent at theſe Diſcourſes, ſaid to 


What we have been taught 
© hitherro of Oromazes, Mythras, 
and Arimanius; of the Con- 
tention between the good and evil 
Principles; of the Revolutions which 
have happen d in the higher Spheres; 
and of Souls preciptated into mor- 
tal Bodies, was mix d with ſo many 
abſurd Fictions; and wrapp'd up in 
ſuch impenetrable Obſcurities, that 
we look'd upon them as vulgar and 
contemptible Notions, unworthy of 


the eternal Nature. - Vouchſafe, 


© ſaid he to Zoroaſter, vouchſafe to 
unfold to us thoſe * Myſteries un- 
known to the People. I now ſee 


© that 
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that a Contempt for Religion can 
* ariſe only from Ignorance. 


Aſter all that I have ſhew'd you 
to Day, reply d the Sage, I ſhould 
« fatigue your Attention too much, 
© if I was to enter upon thoſe Parti- 
« culars. It is neceſſary to repoſe 
yourſelf this Night. After having 
« refreſh'd your Body by Sleep, and 
* calm'd your Senſes by Muſick and 
the Morning-Sacrifice, I will lead 
« you into that inviſible World, which 
has been unveil'd to me by the 
* Tradition of the Ancients. 


The next Day Zoroaſter con- 
ducted Cyrus and Araſþes into a 
gloomy and ſolitary Foreſt, where 
the Sight could not be diſtracted by 
any ſenſible Obje&, and then faid ro 


him 3 


* It is not to enjoy Pleaſures in 
Solitude, that we forſake for ever 
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the Society of Men. This Retire- 
ment would in ſuch Caſe have no 
View, but to gratify a frivolous 
Indolence, unworthy the Chara- 
cter of Wiſdom : But by this Se- 
aration, the Mag: diſengage them- 
Lives from Matter, riſe to the 
Contemplation of Cœleſtial Things, 
and commence an [Intercourſe with 
the pure Spirits, who diſcover to 
them all the Secrets of Nature. It 
is, indeed, but a very ſmall Number 
of the Sages, and ſuch only as had 
gain'd a complete Victory over all 
the Paſſions, who have enjoy'd this 
Privilege. Impoſe therefore Silence 
upon your Senſes; raiſe your Mind 
above all viſible Objects, and liſten 
to what the Gymnoſophiſts have 
learn d by their Commerce with 
the pure Intelligences. Here he 
was ſilent for ſome time, ſeem'd to 
collect himſelf inwardly, and then 
continu'd. N 
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© X In the Spaces of the Empy- 
© reum, a pure and divine Fire ex- 
* pands itſelf, by means of which, 
not only Bodies, but Spirits, become 
viſible, In the midſt of this Im- 
menſity is the great Oromazes, firſt 
Principle of all Things. He dif- 
© fuſes himſelf every where; but it is 
there that he is manifeſted after a 
more glorious Manner. 


Q 


[18 © Near him is ſeated the God My- 

S © thras, the chief and moſt antient 

© Production of his Power. Around 

© his Throne are an infinite Number 

of Gena of different Orders. In the 

* firſt Rank are the Jyngas, the moſt 

© ſublime and luminous Intelligences. 

© In the moſt diſtant Spheres, are the 

© Synoches, the Teletarches, the Ami- 

* liftes, the Coſmogoges, and an end- 

© leſs Number of Genis of all the 
lower Degrees. 


* See the Diſc, page 116, 


© Arimanius 
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* Arimanius chief of the Jyngas, | 
aſpir d to an Equality with the God | 
Mythras; and by his Eloquence, | 
perſuaded all the Spirits of his Order | 
to diſturb the univerſal Harmony, | 
and the Peace of the Heavenly 
Monarchy. How exalted ſoever 
the Gent are, they are always 
Finite, and conſequently may be | 
dazzled and deceivd. Now the | 
Love of one's own Excellence is“ 
the molt delicate, and moſt imper- | 


ceptible kind of Deluſion. 


© Toprevent the other Gen: from | 
falling into the like Crime, and to 
puniſh thoſe audacious Spirits, Oro- 
mazes only withdrew his Rays, 
and immediately the Sphere of Ari- 
manius became a Chaos, and an 
eternal Night. To that pure Light, 
ſucceeded an immortal Fire of Diſ- 


cord, Hatred, and Confuſion. 
| | © Thoſe 
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© Thoſe Etherial Subſtances would 


od have eternally tormented them- 
e, © ſelves, if Oromaxes had not miti- 
er F © gated their Miſeries. He is never 
N © cruel in his Puniſhments, nor acts 
ly | from a Motive of Revenge, for it 


0 

* is unworthy of his Nature. He 
© had Compaſſion of their Condi- 
tion, and lent them his Power to 
c 


diſſipate the Chaos. 


© Of a ſudden the Atoms which 
were confuſedly mingled, are ſepa- 


* a. = P „ 9 Loot 1 
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* 


rated; the Elements are diſin- 
n. * tangled, and rang d in Order. In 
0 the midſt of the Abyſs is amaſs d 
* together an Ocean of Fire, which 
5 * we now call the Sun. Its Bright- 
a * neſs is bur Obſcurity, when com- 
1 * pard with that Light which illu- 
„ minates the Empyreum. 


© Seven Globes of an Opaque Gub- 
© ſtance roll about this flaming Cen- 
4 *. UC, 
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tre, to borrow its Light. The 
Seven Genii, who were the chief 
Miniſters, and the Companions of 
Arimanius, together with all the 
inferior Spirits of his Order, be- 
came the Inhabitants of theſe new 
Worlds, and gave them their 
Names. The Greeks call them 
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mer- 
cury, the Moon, and the Earth. 


The ſlothful gloomy Genii . 
who love Solitude and Darknels, 


who hate Society, and waſte their 


Days in an eternal Diſcontent, re- 
tired into Saturn. From hence flow 


all helliſh, malicious Projects, per- 


fidious Treaſons, and murderous 
Devices. 


In Jupiter dwell the impious 
and learn d Genii, who broach 
monſtrous Errors, and endeavour 
to perſuade Men that the Univerſe 
is not govern d by an eternal Wiſ- 
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dom; that the Great Oromazes is 


not a luminous Principle, but a 


© blind Nature, which by a gon- 


c 


c 
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tinual Agitation within itſelf, pro- 
duces an eternal Revolution of 
Forms, without Harmony or Me- 
thod. | 
© In Mars are the Genii who are 
Enemies of Peace, and blow up 
every where the Fire of Diſcord, 
inhuman Vengeance, implacable 
Anger, diſtracted Ambition; falſe 
Heroiſm, which is inſatiable of con- 


2 what it cannot govern 


furious Diſpute, which ſeeks Do- 


minion over the Mind, and to op- 
preſs where it cannot convince ; 
and is more cruel in irs Tranſports 


than all other Vices. 


Henus is inhabited by the impure 
Genii, whole affected Graces, and 
unbridled Appetites are without 
Taſte, Friendſhip, noble or tender 


© Sentiments, 
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Sentiments, or any other View than 
the Enjoyment of Pleaſures which 
engender the molt fatal Calamities. 


In Mercury are the weak Minds, 
ever in Uncertainty, who believe 
without Reaſon, and doubt with- 
out Reaſon ; the Enthuſiaſts, and the 
Free-Thinkers, whoſe Credulity and 
Incredulity proceed equally from 
the Exceſſes of a diſorder d Ima- 
gination: It dazzles the Sight of 
ſome, ſo that they ſee that which 
is not; and it blinds others in ſuch 
a manner, that they ſee not that 


which is. 


In the Moon dwell the humour- 
ſome, fantaſtick, and capricious 
Genii, who will, and will not; 
who hate at one time, what they 
lov'd exceſſively at another; and 
who, by a falſe Delicacy of Self- 
loye, are ever diſtruſtful of them- 
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© All theſe Genii regulate the In- 
© fluence of the Stars. They are ſub- 
ject to the Magi, whoſe Call they 
© obey, and diſcover to them all the 
© Secrets of Nature. Thele Spirits 
© had all been voluntary Accomplices 
© of Arimaniuss Crime. There yet 
remain d a Number of all the ſeve- 
* ral Kinds who had been carry d 
© away thro' Weakneſs, Inadvertency, 
© Levity, and (if I may venture ſo to 


nions. They were of all the Gen, 
of the moſt limitted Capacities, and 
conſequently the leaſt Criminal. 


* Oromazes had Compaſſion on 
them, and made them deſcend into 
mortal Bodies. They retain no 
Remembrance of their former State, 
© or of their ancient Happineſs. 
© It is from this Number of Genii 
that the Earth is peopled; and 
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© it is hence that we ſee Minds of 
© all Characters. | 


© The God Mythras is inceſſantly 
employ d to cure, purify, exalt, 
and make them capable of their firſt 
Felicity. Thoſe who love Virtue, 
fly away after Death into the Empy- 
reum, where they are re- united to 
their Origin. Thoſe who debaſe 
and corrupt themſelves, ſink deeper 
and deeper into Matter, fall ſucceſ- 
ſively into the Bodies of the meaneſt 
Animals; run thro a perpetual 
Circle of new Forms, till they are 
purged of their Crimes by the Pains 
which they undergo. | 
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© The Evil Principle will con- 
found every Thing for Nine thou- 
ſand Years; but at length there will 
come a Time, fix d by Deſtiny, when 
Arimanius will be totally deſtroy d 
and exterminated. The Earth will 
change its Form, the univerſal Har- 
* mony 
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© mony will be reſtor d, and Men 
© will live happy without any bodily 
© Want. Until that time, Oromazes 


* repoſes himſelf, and Mythras com- 


© bats. This Interval ſeems long to 
* Mortals, but, to a God, it is only 
© as a Moment of Sleep.” 


Cyrus was ſeiz d with Aſtoniſh» 
ment at the hearing of theſe ſublime 
Things, and . out, © I am then 
© a Ray of Light emitted from its 
© Principle, and I am to return to it. 
© You raiſe within me an inexhauſti- 
© ble Source of Pleaſures. Adver- 
© {ities may hereafter diſtreſs me, but 
* they will never overwhelm me. 
All the Misfortunes of Life will ap- 
pear to me as tranſient Dreams. 
All human Grandeur vaniſhes ; I ſee 
nothing great but to imitate the Im- 
mortals, that I may enter again after 
Death into their Society. O my Fa- 
* ther, tell me by what way it is that 
© Heroes re- aſcend to the Empyreum? 

Vor. I. I How 
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„ "How joyful am I, replyd Zoro- 
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after, to ſee you reliſh theſe Truths; 
you will one Day have need of 


them. Princes are oftentimes ſur- 


rounded by impious and profane 
Men, who reject every thing, that 
they may indulge their Paſſions. 
They will endeavour to make you 
doubt of eternal Providence, from 
the Miſeries and Diſorders which 
happen here below. They know 
not that the whole Earth is but 
a ſingle Wheel of the great Ma- 
chine. Their View is confin'd to 


a ſmall Circle of Objects, and they 


3 


ſee nothing beyond it. Neverthe- 


leſs they will reaſon and pronounce 
upon every thing. They judge of 
Nature, and of its Author, as a 
Man born in a deep Cavern; would 
judge of Objects which he had 
never ſeen, but by the faint Light of 
a dim Taper. | 


© Val 


5 
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Ves, Cyrus, the Harmony of 
© the, Univerſe will be one Day re- 
« ſtor'd, and you are deſtin d to that 
ſublime Immortality; but you can 
come to it only by Virtue; and Wd. 
© the Virtue, becoming your State, is 
© to make other Men happy. 


Theſe Diſcourſes of Zoroaſter made 
a ſtrong Impreſſion on the Mind of 
Cyrus. He would have ſtaid much 
longer with the Magi in their. Soli- 
tude, if his Duty had not call'd him 
back to the Court of Perſia. 


His Happineſs increas'd every Day. 
The more he was ane with 
Caſſandana, the more he diſcover d iti 
her Mind, her Sentiments, and her 
d Virtues, thoſe. Charms which are 
ad ever new, and which are not to be 
of bound in Beauty alone. Neither 
Marriage, which often weakens the 


ſtrongeſt Paſſions ; nor that almoſt 
£1 12 in vin 
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invincible Inclination in human Na. a 
ture to change, diminiſh'd in the lf *! 
leaſt the mutual Tenderneſs of theſe Ml t! 

nappy Lovers. They liv'd thus ſe- 2 

veral Years together, and Caſſandana Ml © 

brought Cyrus two Sons, Cambyſes Ml in 

and Smerdis, and two Daughters, ll * 

Meroe and Ariſtona, and then died, & 

tho in the Flower of her Age. 1 

None but thoſe who have experienc'd {MW -4 

the Force of true Love, founded upon N 

Virtue, can imagine the diſconſolate lf ** 

Condition of Cyrus. In lofing Caſ- | lo 

ſandana, he loſt all. Taſte, Reaſon, | fo 

Pleaſure, and Duty were all united | R 

ro augment his Paſſion. In loving | 

her he had experienc'd all the Charms 

of Love, . knowing either its D 

Pains, or the Diſguſts with which t af 

is often attended. He feels the 8" 

Greatneſs of his Loſs, and refuſes all lf 

Conſolation. It is neither the ſudden I X. 

Revolutions in States, nor the ſevere 

Stroaks of adverſe Fortune, which 

oppreſs the Minds of Heroes. — 

an 
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the choſe Misfortunes only which concern 
eſe the Objects of their ſofter Paſſions. 
ſe- I Cyrus gives himſelf whally up to. 
ana WY Grief, not to be alleviated by weep- 
„ing or complaining. Great Paſſions 
ers, are always mute. This profound 
ed, Silence is at length ſucceeded by a 
ge. Torrent of Tears. Mandana and 
cd Araſpes, who never left him; endea- 
on vour d to comfort him no other way, 


N than by weeping with him. Rea- 
ſoning and Perſuaſion furniſh no Cure 
on, for Sorrow; nor can Friendſhip yield 


ed Relief, but by ſharing it. 


ans | After he had long continu'd in this 
its Dejection, he return'd to ſee Zoro- 
"ir i} fer. The Converſation of that 
he great Man contributed much to mol- 
al lify che Anguiſh of his Mind; bur it 
en was by Degrees that he recover d 


e himſelf, and not till he had travell d 


h for ſome Vears. 


and generous Souls are touch d by 
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was at th t time in a 105 
found Peace. And 

— byſes thinking that Cyrus 

id not better 1 improve | ſuch a Sea- 
ſon, than by going from Perſia, to 

learn the Manners, Laws, and. Re- 
ligions of other Nations; be ſent for 


him one Day, and ſpoke to him to 
this Effect 


© You 
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© You are deſtin d by the Great 
Oromaxes to ſtretch your Conquelts 
© over all Aſia. You ought to put 
* yourſelf in a Condition to make the 
Nations happy by your Wiſdom, 
© when you {hall have ſubdu d them 
by your Valour. I deſign that you 
ſhould travel into Egypt, which is 
the Mother of Sciences. From 
thence into Greece, where are many 
famous Republicks. You ſhall go 
* afterwards into Crete, to ſtudy t 

Laws of Minos. You ſhall return 
© at laſt by Babylon; and ſo bring 
© back into your own Country all 
* the Kinds of Knowledge, neceſlary, 


+ to. poliſh the Minds of your Sub- 


* jets, and to make you capable of 
* accompliſhing your high Deſtiny. 
Go, my Son, go ſee, and ſtudy 
human Nature under all its different 
© Forms. This little Corner of the 
Earth, which we call our Country, 

I 4 11 
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js too ſmall a Picture, to form there- 


* by a true and perfect Judgment of 
© Mankind, WEE 1 10 


Cyrus obey d his Father's Orders, 


and very ſoon left Perſia, accom» 


any d by his Friend Araſpes. Two 
Eichful Slaves were all his Attendants, 
for he deſird to be unknown, He 
went down the River Agradatus, em- 


bark d upon the Perſian Gulf, and 


ſoon arriv'd at the Port of Gerra, | 


upon the Coaſt of Arabia Felix. 


The next Day he continu'd his 
Way towards the City of Macoraba. 
The Serenity of the Sky, the Mild- 
neſs of the Climate, the Perfumes 
which embalm'd the Air, the Variety, 
Fruitfulneſs, and ſmiling Appearance 

of Nature in every Part, charm'd all 
his Senſes, | 


While the Prince was admiring the 
Beauty of the Country, he ſaw a 
Man 


— © 
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Man walking with 4 grave and flow 
Pace, and who ſeem d bury'd in ſome 
profound Thought. He was already 
come near Cyrus, without having 
perceivd him. The Prince inter- 


rupted his Meditation to ask him the 


Way to Nabata, where he was to 
embark for Egypt. r 


Amenophis (for that was his Name) 
ſaluted the Travellers wich great 
Civility, and having repreſented to 


them, that the Day was too far ſpent 


to continue their Journey, hoſpita- 
bly invited them to his rural Ha- 
bitation. He led them through a 
By-way, to a little Hill not far 
off, where he had form'd with 
his own Hands, ſeveral ruſtick 
Grotto's. A Fountain roſe in the 
middle, whoſe Stream water'd a lit- 
tle Garden at ſome Diſtance, and 
form'd a Rivulet, whoſe ſweet 
Murmur was the only Noiſe that 

| could 
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could be heard in this Abode of 
Peace and Tranquillity. 


Amenophis ſet before his Gueſts 
ſome dry'd Fruits, and delicious 
Wines; and entertain d them agree- 
ably during their Repaſt. An unaf- 
fected and ſerene Joy was to be ſeen | 
upon his Countenance. His Diſ- | 
courſe was full of good Senfe, and 
of noble Sentiments. He had all the | 
Politeneſs of a Man educated at the 
Courts of Kings; which gave Cyrus 
a great Curioſity to know the Cauſe 
of his Retirement. In order to engage 
Amenophis to a greater Freedom, he | 
diſcover'd to him who he was, and | 
the Deſign of his Travels; and at 
the ſame time let him ſee his Deſire, 
but with that modeſt Reſpect, which 


one ought to have for the Secret of a 


Stranger. Amenophis perceiving it, 
began the Hiftory of his Lite and Mis- 
fortunes in the following Manner : 


2 3 Tho 
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© Tho' I am deſcended from one 


© of the antienteſt Families in Egypt ; 
eo 


© nevertheleſs by the fad Viciſſſtu 
© human Things, the Branch, from 


C - 


* A —_ = . 


c 
c 
C 
0 
0 
0 


which I come, is fallen into great 


Poverty. My Father liv'd near 
Dioſpolis, a City of Upper-Egypt. 
He cultivated his | paternal Farm 
with his own Hands, and brought 
me up to the Taſte of true Plea- 
ſures, in the Simplicity of a Coun- 
try Life; to place my Happineſs 
in the Study of Wiſdom, and to 
make Agriculture, Hunting, and 
the liberal Arts my ſweeteſt Occu- 
pations. | 


© It was the Cuſtom of King 
Apries, from time to time to make 
a Progreſs thro' the different Pro- 
vinces of his Kingdom. One Day 


as he paſs d thro a Foreſt near the 


Place where I liv'd, he perceiv'd me 


under the Shade of a Palm: tree, 


© where 
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where I was reading the Sacred 
Books of Hermes. 770 


© I was then but Sixteen Years of 

Age, and my Youth and Air drew 
the King's Attention. He came 
up to me, ask d me my Name, 
my Condition, and what I was 
reading. He was pleaſed with my 
Anſwers, order'd me to be con- 
ducted to his Court, and neglected 
nothing in my Education. 


© The Liking which Apries had 
for me, changed, by Degrees, into 
a Confidence, which ſeemed to 
augment, in Proportion as I ad- 
vanc'd in Years; and my Heart 
was full of Affection and Grati- 
tude. Being young, and without 
Experience, I thought that Princes 
were capable of Friendſhip z. and 
I did not know that the Gods have 
refus'd them that ſweet Conſola- 
18 © tion, 
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© tion, to counterballance chew Gran- 
T. deur, 


© Afr having attended him in 
his Wars againſt the Sidonians and 
Cyprians, I became his only Fa- 
vourite. He communicated to me 
the moſt important Secrets of the 
State, and honour'd me with the 
firſt Poſts about his Perfon. 


5. 08 


, 1 never loſt the Remembrance 
of that Obſcurity from whence the 
King had drawn me : I did not 
forget that J had been poor, and I 
was afraid of being rich. Thus I 
preſerv d my Integrity in the midſt 
of Grandeur, and I went from 
time to time into Upper- Egypt, 
of which I was Governour, to ſee 
the Place of my Birth. Above all, 


l viſited, with Pleaſure, the Grove 


* where Apries had found me: Ble 
© Solitude, ſaid I within "myſelf, 
. - where I firſt learn d the Manne 
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of true Wiſdom | How unhappy 


* ſpall I be if I forget the Innocence 
and Simplicity of my firſt ears, 


n 
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awhen I felt 1 miſtaken Defres, 
and was unacquainted with the 
Objects that excate them. 


I was often tempted to quit all, 


and ſtay in that charming Solitude. 
It was doubtleſs a Pre-ſentiment 


of what was to happen to me; for 
Apries ſoon after ſuſpected my Fi. 
delity. | "RY 


© Amaſis, who ow'd me his For- 


tune, endeavour d to inſpire him 


with this Diſtruſt. He was a Man 


of mean Birth, but great Bravery: 
He had all ſorts of Talents, both 
natural and acquir d; but the hid- 


den Sentiments of his Heart were 


corrupt. When a Man has Wit 
and Parts, and eſteems nothing 
ſacred, it is eaſy to gain the Favour 
of Princes. | 


© Suſ picion 
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< Suſpicion was far from my Heart. 
] had no diſtruſt of a Man whom 


I had loaded with Benefits; and 


© the eaſier to betray me, he con- 
© ceal'd himfelf under the Veil of a 


profound Diſſimulation. 1 


© ] had no Taſte for groſs Flattery, 
© but | was not inſenſible to delicate 
© Praiſe. Amaſis ſoon perceiv d my 
© Weakneſs, and artfully made his 
Advantage of it. He affected a 
* Candour, a Nobleneſs of Soul, and 
© a Diſintereſtedneſs, which charm'd 
© me. In a Word, he fo gain'd my 
© Confidence, that he was to me, 
© the ſame that I was to the King. 
© | preſented him to Apries, as a Man 
very capable of ſerving him; and 
© it was not long before he was al- 
© low'd a free Acceſs to the Prince. 


* The King had great- Qualities, 


© but he would govern by his arbi- 
00 © trary 
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trary Will : He had already freed 
himſelf from all Subjection to the 


Laws, and hearken'd no longer to 


the Council of the thirty Judges. 


- My Love for Truth was not al- 


ways regulated by an exact Pru- 
dence, and my Attachment to the 
King led me oſten to ſpeak to 
him in too ſtrong Terms, and with 
too little Guard. | 


© I perceiv'd by Degrees his Cold- 
neſs to me, and the Confidence he 
was beginning to have in Amaſis. 
Far from being alarm d at it, I 


rejoiced at the Riſe of a Man, 


whom I thought not only my 
Friend, but zealous for the publick 


Good. 


© Amafis often ſaid to me, with 
a ſeemingly ſincere Concern; I can 


taſte no Pleaſure in the Prince's Fa- 
vour, ſince you are depriv'd of it. 


* No 


The Travers of Craus. 
© No Matter, anſwer d I, by bm 
tbe Good is done, provided it be 
fone. © | 


All the principal Cities of Upper- 
Egypt addreſs d their Complaints to 
* me, upon the extraordinary Sub- 
ſidies which the King exacted. I 


J © wrote Circular Letters to pacify 


© the People. Amaſis caus d them 
© to be intercepted, and counterfeit- 
© ing exactly my Hand-writing, he 
© ſent others in my Name to the 
© Inhabitants of Dioſpolis, my Coun- 
© try, in which he told them, That 


* if I could not gain the King by 


* Perſuaſion, I would put myſelf at 
their Head, and oblige him io treat 
them with more Humanity. 


© Theſe People were naturally in- 
* clin'd to Rebellion; and imagining 
* that I was the Author of thoſe Let- 


ters, believ'd they were in a ſecret 
Treaty with me. Amaſis carry d 
Vo I. I. K on 
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on this Correſpondence in m 
Name for ſeveral Months. At 
length, thinking that he had ſuf- 


to him the pretended Conſpiracy, 
and ſhew d him the forg d Letters. 


© I was immediately arreſted, and 
put into a cloſe Priſon. - The Day 


was fix d when I was to be execu- 


ted in a publick Manner. Amaſis 
came to ſee me: Ar firſt he ſeem'd 
doubtful and uncertain what he 


ſhould think, ſuſpended in his Judg- 


ment by the Knowledge he had of 


my Virtue, yet ſhaken by the Evi- 
dence of the Proofs, and much af- 
tected with my Misfortune. 


After having diſcours'd with 


him ſome time, he ſeem' d con- 


vinc d of my Innocence, promis d 
me to ſpeak to the Prince, and to 
| © endea- 
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ficient Proofs, he went and threw | 
himſelf at the Prince's Feet, laid open 
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© endeavour to diſcover the Authors 
© of the Treachery. 


© The better to conceal his dark 
© Deſigns, he went to the King, and 
by faintly endeavouring to engage 
© him to pardon me, made him be- 
© lieve that he acted more from Gra- 
© titude and Compaſſion for a Man 
to whom he owd all, than from 
© a Conviction of my Innocence. 
© Thus he artfully confirm'd him in 
the Perſuaſion of my being cri- 
* minal ; and the King being natu- 
© rally ſuſpicious, was inexorable. 


» © The Noiſe of my Perfidiouſneſs 
© ſpread itſelf throughout all Egypt. 
© The People of the different Pro- 
© vinces ran together to Sais, to ſee 
© the tragical Spectacle which was 
2 At length the fatal Day 
being come, ſeveral of my Friends 
appear d at the Head of a numerous 
Crowd, and deliver d me by Force 

K 2 © from 
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132 The Travers of Cyzus. | 
© from the Death which was otdain'd | 
me. The Kings Troops made 
© ſome Reſiſtance at firſt, but the 4 
* Multitude increas'd, and declar'd 
* for me. It was then in my Power 
© to have caus d the ſame Revolution 

© which Amaſis has done ſince ; but 

© I made no other Uſe of this happy | 

* Conjuncture, than to juſtify my- 

* ſelf to Apries. IT ſent one of my | 

© Deliverers to aſſure him, that his | 

© Injuſtice did not make me forget 
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my Duty; and that my only De- 
ſign was to convince him of my 
© Innocence. 


© He orderd me to come to him 

* at his Palace; which I might ſafely , 
do, the People being under Arms, 

and ſurrounding it. Amaſis was 
© with him: And this perfidious Man,, 
continuing his Diſſimulation, ran 
to meet me with Eagerneſs. As he 
reſented me to the King; How 
* joyful am J, ſaid he to him, to ſee, 
Rs 2 that 
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that the Conduct of Amenophis 
© leaves you no room to doubt of his 
© Figelty. I ſee very well, an- 
© [wer d Apries coldly, that he does 
not aſpire to Royalty, and I for- 
* give him his Defire of bounding my 
© Authority, in order to pleaſe his 
© Countrymen. I anſwer d the King, 
© That I was innocent of the Crime 
* impured to me, and was ignorant 
© of the Author of it. Amaſis then 
© endeavourd to make the Suſpicion 
fall upon the King's beſt Friends, 
© and moſt faithful Servants, 


I perceived that the Prince's 
Mind was not curd of his Diſtruſt, 
and therefore to prevent any new 
* Accuſations, having firſt perſuaded 
© the People to diſperſe themſelves, I 
* retired from Court, and return'd to 
* my former Solitude, whither I car- 
ry d nothing back but my Inno- 
* cence and Poverty. | 


K 3 * Apries 
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Apries ſent Troops to Dioſpolis, 
© to hinder an Inſurrection there, and 
order d that my Conduct ſhould be 
obſery d. He imagin d, without 
© Doubt, that I ſhould never be able 
© to content my ſelf with a quiet and 
peaceful Life, after having been in 
* the higheſt Employments. 


bed * þ * 1 o 1 
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© In the mean while, Amaſis gain d. 
© an abſolute Aſcendant over the 
c King's Mind. This Favourite made 
* him ſuſpect and baniſh his beſt 
Friends, in order to remove from 
about the Throne, thoſe who might 
hinder the Uſurpation which he was 

rojecting. And an Occaſion very 
9M offer d to put his black De- 
ſigns in Execution. 


A A 


& 


* © The Cyrentans, a Colony of 
© Greeks, who were ſettled in Africa, 


* Herodotus, B. r, and 2. 


1 © having 
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© having taken from the Libyans a 
ls, ll © great Part of their Lands, the latter 
. 


and ubmitted themſelves to Apries, in 
d be - © order to obtain his Protection. He 
our march d a great Army, chiefly com- 
able pos d of Malecontents, into Libya, 
and to make War againſt the Cyrenians. 


This Army being cut in Pieces, the 
Egyptians imagin d that he had ſent 
* it there only to be deſtroy d, that 


in 


nd | he might reign more Deſpotically. 
the This Thought provok'd them, and 
ade BY © a League was form'd in Lower- 
eſt BY © Egypt, which roſe up in Arms. 

Mm | 

ht The King ſent Amaſis to quiet 
as them, and to make them return to 
ry their Duty. It was then that the 


© Deſigns of that perfidious Miniſter 
© broke out. Inſtead of — 


them, he incenſed them more an 


ot © more, put himſelf at their Head, 
a, * and was proclaimd King. The 
Revolt became uniyerſal : Apries 
Ka © was 
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was obliged to leave Sais, and to N 


make his Eſcape into Upper-Egypt. 


He retired to Dioſpolis, and 1 ; 
prevail'd upon the Inhabitants of 


that City to forget the Injuſtices he 
had done them. All the time that 
he continued there, I had free Acceſs 
to his Perſon ; but I carefully 
avoided ſaying any thing which 
might recall to his Mind the Diſ- 
graces he had made me undergo. 


© He fell into a deep Melancholy. 
That Spirit, which had been fo 
haughty in Proſperity, and had 
boaſted that it was not in the 
Power of the Gods themſelves to 
dethrone him, could not ſupport 
Adverſity. That Prince, fo re- 
nown'd for his Bravery, had not the 
true Courage of the Mind. He 
had a thouſand and a thouſand times 
deſpis d Death, but he could not 
contemn Fortune. I endeayour'd 
| | * 
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© to remove from it thoſe melancholy 
Ideas which overwhelm'd him. I 


© frequently read to him the Books of 


Hermes Triſmegiſtus, He was par- 


* ticularly ftruck with that famous 
© Paſſage : When the Gods love Prin- 
© ces, they pour into the Cup of Fate, 
* a Mixture of Good and Ill, that 
they may not forget that they are 
* Men. F248 | 


© Theſe Ideas alleviated by Degrees 
© his Vexations; and I felt an un- 
© ſpeakable Pleaſure to ſee, that he 
began to reliſh Virtue ; and that it 
* gave him Peace in the midſt of his 
© Misfortunes. 


© He then applied himſelf with 
© Vigour and Courage, to get out of 
the unhappy Situation into which 
© he was fallen. He got together 
© Thirty thouſand Carians and Jonians, 
* who had formerly ſettled in Egypt 


© under 


v7 
© to calm and ſupport his Mind, and 
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under his Protection. We march d 
* againſt the Uſurper, and gave him 
Battle near Memphis; but having * 
only foreign Troops, we were intire. 
© ly defeated. To prevent further 


D 
* 

* 
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© Diſturbances, the principal Officers | 
of our Army were condemn'd to 
© perpetual Impriſonment. Amaſis 
* made me be ſought for every where; 
but a Report being ſpread of my 
* Death, he believed it, ſo that I was 
© confounded with the other Com- 
* manders, and put into a high 


Tower at Memphis. 


r © 


* The King was conducted to 
Sais, where Amaſis did him great 
* Honours for ſome Days. In order 
© to ſound the Inclinations of the 
© People, he propos d to them the 
* reſtoring him to the Throne, but 
© ſecretly form'd the Deſign of taking 
away his Life. All the Egyptians 
* demanded the Prince's Death, and 
Amaſis yielded him to their Pleaſure. 

| & 
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Ae was ſtrangled in his own Palace, 
and the Uſurper crown d with 
* Solemnity. | 


* Scarce were the People quieted, 
* when they gave way to that In- 
* conſtancy which is natural to the 
Multitude. They began to deſpiſe 
© the mean Birth of the new King, 
and to murmur againſt him. But 
this able Politician ſucceſsfully made 
© uſe of his Addreſs to prevent a 
© Rebellion. 


© He had a golden Ciſtern, in 
© which he and his Courtiers uſed to 
* waſh their Hands upon ſolemn 
© Feſtivals. He caus d it to be made 
© into a Statue of Serapis, and ex- 
f 2 it to be worſhipp'd by the 
People. He beheld with Joy, the 
* Homages which they ran eagerly to 
pay it from all Parts; and having 


aſſembled the Egyptians, made 


them the following Harangue : 
3 Hear ben 
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* Hearken to me, Countrymen , | 
© This Statue which you worſhip at | 


© preſent, ſerv'd you heretofore for 
© the meaneſt Uſes. Thus it is that 


all depends upon your Choice and | 


© Opinion. All Authority reſides Ori- 
© ginally in the People. Jou are the ab- 
* ſolute Arbitrators of Religon and 

Royalty; and create both your Gods 
and your Kings. I ſet you free 
from the idle Fears both of one and 
© of the other, by letting you know 
* your juſt Rights. All Men are 
© born equal; it is your Will alone 
* which makes a Diſtinction. When 


© gout are pleas d to raiſe any one to 


* the higheſt Rank, he ought not to 
© continue in it, but becauſe it is your 
* Pleaſure, and ſo long only as you 
© think fit. I hold my Authority only 
© from you ; you may take it back, 
© and give it to another who will 
© make you more happy than I. Shea 
me that Man, and I ſhall imme- 


* diately 
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© diately deſcend wwith Pleaſure among 
© the Multitude. | 


* Amaſis, by this impious Diſ- 
© courſe, which flatter d the People, 
© ſolidly fix d his Authority: They 
conjur d him to remain upon the 
Throne, and he fſeem'd to accept 
© the Royalty as a Favour done to 
© the People. He is adord by the 
© Egyptians, whom he governs with 
© Mildneſs and Moderation. Good 
© Policy requires it, and his Ambi- 
tion is Karst d. He lives at 
© Sais, in a Splendor which dazzles 
* thoſe who approach him. Nothing 


* ſeems wanting to his Happineſs : 


But I am aſſur d, that inwardly 
© he is far different from what he 


appears outwardly. He thinks 


* that every Man about him is like 
© himſelf, and would betray him, as 


© he betrayd his Maſter. Theſe 


* continual Diſtruſts hinder him from 


© enjoying the Fruit of his Crime; 


© and 
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© and it is thus that the Gods puniſh | 
© him for his Uſurpation. Cruel 
© Remorſes rend his Heart, and dark | 
* gloomy Cares hang upon his Brow. | © 
The Anger of the Great Ofiris pur- | © 
* ſues him every where. The Selen 1 
dor of Royalty cannot make him 
happy, becauſe he never taſtes * 
either Peace of Mind, or that ge- 
nerous Confidence in the Friend(k; | 
of Men, which is the bran | 
Charm of Life. S 
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Here Cyrus interrupted Amenophis, 
to ask him how Amaſis could get 
ſuch an Aſcendant over the Mind of 
Apries. | 


— — - 


The King, reply d Amenophis, 
wanted neither Talents nor Virtues, 
but he did not love to be contra- 
dicted: Even when he order d his 
Miniſters to tell him the Truth, 
he never forgave thoſe who obey d 
him. He Jov'd Flattery while he 

At affected 
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© affected. to hate it. Amaſis per- 
© ceiv'd this Weakneſs, and manag d 
© jt with Art. When Apries made 
© any Difficulty of giving in to the 
© Deſporick Maxims which that per- 
© fidious Miniſter would have inſpir'd 
him with; he inſinuated to the 
© King, that the Multitude, being in- 


capable of Reaſoning, ought to be 
* governd by abſolute Authority; 
© and that Princes, being the Vice- 


© gerents of the Gods, may act like 
* them, without giving a Reaſon of 
© their Conduct. He ſeaſon'd his 
© Counſels with ſo many ſeeming 
principles of Virtue, and ſuch de- 
© licate Praiſe, that the Prince, being 
ſeduc d, made himſelf hated by his 


* Subjects, without perceiving it. 


Cyrus, deeply ſtruck with theſe Re- 
fletions, and with the unhappy Con- 
dition of Kings, could nor forbear 
ſaying to Amenophis, * Methinks 
Apries is more to be lamented than 

* blamd. 
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| © blamd. How ſhould Princes be 
© able to diſcover Treachery, when it 
© is conceal d with ſo much Art? 


© The Happineſs of the People, 
© anſwer d Amenophis, makes the 
* Happineſs of the Prince. Their 
© true Intereſts are neceſſarily united, 
* whatever Pains are taken to ſeparate 
them. Whoſoever attempts to in- 
* ſpire Princes with contrary Maxims, 
© ought to be look d upon as an 
Enemy of the State. 


* Moreover, Kings ought always 
to be apprehenſive of a Man who 
© never contradicts them, and who 
tells them only ſuch Truths as will 
* be agreeable. There needs no 
further Proof of the Corruption of 
da Miniſter, than to ſee him pre- 
* fer his Maſter's Favour, to his 
* Glory. 


© In 
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© In ſhort, a Prince ſhould know 
© how to make Advantage of the 
Talents of his Miniſters ; but he 
© ought never to yield himſelf up 
© blindly ro their Counſels. He 
may lend himſelf to Men, but 
© not give himſelf abſolutely to them. 


© Ah how unhappy, cry'd out 
© Cyrus, is the Condition of Kings |! 
© T hey may lend themſelves to Men 
© (you ſay) but not give themſelves 
© abſolutely to them. They will 
© never be acquainted then with the 
Charms of Friendſhip. How much 
© is my Situation to be lamented, if 
© the Splendor of Royalty be inſe- 
- — from the greateſt of all 


© Calamities ? 


© When a Prince, well born, re- 
© ply d Amenophis, does not forget 
© that he is a Man, he may find 
Friends, and Friends who will not 
forget 
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© forget that he is a King: But even 
© then, he ought never to be in- 
© fluenc'd by Taſte and Inclination in 
Affairs of State. As a private Per. 
© ſon, he may enjoy the Pleaſures of 
© a tender Friendſhip; but as a Prince, 
* he muſt reſemble the Immortal 
© who have no Paſſion.” 


After theſe Reflections, Amenophis 
continued his Story: © I remain d un- 
known, ſaid he, ſome Years in my 
* Priſon at Memphis. My Confine- 
© ment was fo cloſe, that I could not 


* converſe with, or fee any Perſon, 
© Being thus left in Solitude, and 


without any Comfort, I ſuffer d 


© the cruel Torments of tireſome 

© Lonelineſs Man finds nothing 

* within himſelf but a frightful Void, 

© which renders him utterly diſcon- 
© folate. His Happineſs oftentimes 
proceeds only from the Amuſe- 
© ments which hinder him from feel- 
ing his natural Inſufficiency. I ar- 
ö « dently 
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© dently defird Death, but I re- 
ſpected the Gods, and durſt not 
* procure it myſelf, becauſe I was 
© perſuaded, that thoſe who gave me 
© Life, had the ſole Right to take it 
* away. 


One Day, when I was over- 
© whelmed with the moſt melancholy 
Reflections, I heard of a ſudden a 
© Noiſe, as if ſomebody was open- 
ing a Way thro' the Wall of my 
© Priſon. It was a Man who endea- 
vour d to make his Eſcape ; and in 
© a few Days he had made the Paſ- 
© ſage wide enough to get into my 
© Chamber. This Priſoner, though 
© a Stranger, ſpoke the Egyptian 
© Tongue perfectly well. He inform d 
* me, that he was of Tyre, his 
© Name Arobal; that he had ſerv d 
Apries in the Carian Troops, and 
© had been taken Priſoner at the ſame 
© time with me. I never ſaw a Man 


© of a more eaſy, witty, and agreeable 
L 2 Con- 
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Converſation. He deliver'd him: 
ſelf with Spirit, Delicacy, and] 
Gracefulneſs. When he recounted 
again the ſame Things, it was 
without Repetition. We related to 
each other our Adventures and Mis- 
forrunes. The Pleaſure which I 
found in the Converſation of thi; 
Stranger, made me forget the Loſ 


of my Liberty. 


* 


* 
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© We were ſoon after releas'd from 
Priſon, but it was only to underge 
* new Sufferings ; for we were con- 
© demnd to the Mines. We no 
© lofiger hop'd for Relief but from 
© Death. Friendſhip, however, ſoften'd 
our Miſeries, and we preſervd 
Courage enough to create ourſelves 
* Amuſements, even in the midſt 
* of Slavery, by obſerving the 
© Wonders hidden in the Bowels of 
«© the Earth, 


A 


his Nothing 


, 
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© Nothing is produc'd by Chance: 


„All is the Effect of a Circulation 


* which connects, nouriſhes, and 
© continually renews all the Parts of 
© Nature. Stones and Metals are 


J © organiz'd Bodies, which are cheriſh'd 


and grow like Plants. The Fires 


and Waters, inclos'd in the Cavities 


* of the Earth, furniſh, like our Sun 
and Rains, a Warmth, and a nou- 
* riſhing Moiſture to this admirable 
* Kind of Vegetables. We walk'd 
* with Pleaſure among theſe Beauties, 
* unknown to the generality of Men; 
but, alas! the Light of the Day was 
© wanting, and we could diſtinguiſh 
* nothing but by the Glimmering of 
Lamps. We were already begin- 
* ning to accuſtom ourſelves to this 
© new kind of Misfortune, when 
Heaven reſtor d us to Liberty, by 
da Stroke equally terrible and un- 


expected. 
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* Converſation. He deliver'd him- 

felf with Spirit, Delicacy, and 

Gracefulneſs. When he recounted c 

again the ſame Things, it was 
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© each other our Adventures and Mis- c 
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* fortunes. The Pleaſure which I 
< found in the Converſation of this 
© Stranger, made me forget the Loſs 


of my Liberty. 


c 
© We were ſoon after releas'd from 
© Priſon, but it was only to undergo © 
new Sufferings ; for we were con- 
* demnd to the Mines. We no 
longer hop'd for Relief but from 
Death. Friendſhip, however, ſoſten d 
our Miſeries, and we preſervd il © 
Courage enough to create ourſelves il © 
* Amuſements, even in the midſt « 
of Slavery, by obſerving the fff « 
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Nothing is produc'd by Chance: 
All is the Effect of a Circulation 
* which connects, nouriſhes, and 


* continually renews all the Parts of 


Nature. Stones and Metals are 
* organiz d Bodies, which are cheriſh d 
* and grow like Plants. The Fires 
© and Waters, inclos'd in the Cavities 
* of the Earth, furniſh, like our Sun 
and Rains, a Warmth, and a nou- 
* riſhing Moiſture to this admirable 
* Kind of Vegetables. We walk d 
* with Pleaſure among theſe Beauties, 
* unknown to the generality of Men; 
but, alas! the Light of the Day was 
© wanting, and we could diſtinguiſh 
* nothing but by the Glimmering of 
Lamps. We were already begin- 
* ning to accuſtom ourſelves to this 
© new kind of Misfortune, when 
Heaven reſtor'd us to Liberty, by 
* a Stroke equally terrible and un- 


© expected, 
L 3 © The 
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© The Subterraneous Fires ſome- 


© times break their Priſons with a 
Violence that ſeems to ſhake Na- 


© ture even to its Foundations. 


Cc 


[ad 
c 
Cc 
c 
0 
c 
0 
c 
c 
: 


We 
frequently felt thoſe terrible Con- 
vulſions. One Day the Shocks re- 
doubled, the Earth ſeem'd to groan, 
We expected nothing but Death, 
when the impetuous Fires open'd a 
Paſſage into a ſpacious Cavern ; 
and that which ſeem'd to threaten 
us with Loſs of Life, procur'd us 
Liberty. 


Wie walkd a long time by the 
Light of our Lamps before we 


ſaw the Day; but at length the 
ſubterraneous Paſſage ended at an 
old Temple, which we knew to 
have been conſecrated to Oris, by 
the Bas-Reliefs which were upon 
the Altar. We proſtrated ourſelves 
and adord the Divinity of the 
Place. We had no Victims to 
© offer, 
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© offer, nor any thing wherewith to 
make Libations ; but inſtead of all 
© Sacrifice, we made a ſolemn Vow 
© for ever to love Virtue. | 


This Temple was ſituated near 


© the Arabian Gulf. We embark'd 


in a Veſſel which was bound for 
Nabata. We croſs d a great Part 
* of Arabia Felix, and at length ar- 
© rivd at this Solitude. The Gods 
© ſeem to have conceal'd the moſt 
© beautiful Places of the Earth, from 
* thoſe who know not how to prize 
a Life of Peace and Tranquillity. 
* We found Men in theſe Woods and 
* Foreſts of ſweet and humane Diſpo- 
* firions, full of Truth and Juſtice. 


© We ſoon made ourſelves famous 
among them. Arobal * them 
how to draw the Bow, and throw the 
© Javelin to deſtroy the wild Beaſts 
* which ravag d their Flocks. I in- 
£ ſtructed them in the Laws of Her- 
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mes, and cur d their Diſeaſes by the 
Knowledge I had of Simples. 
They look'd upon us as Divine 
Men ; and we every. Day ad- 
mird the Motions of beautiful 


Nature, which we obſerv'd in them; 
their unaffected” Joy, their in- 


enuous Simplicity, and their af- 
[7 mn Gratitude. | 


We then ſaw that great Cities, and 
magnificent Courts, have only ſerv'd 
too much to corrupt the Manners and 
Sentiments of Mankind; and that by 
uniting a Multitude of Men in the 
ſame Place, they often: do but unite 
and multiply their Paſſions. We 
thank'd the Gods for our being un- 
deceiv'd with regard to thoſe falſe 
Pleaſures, and even falſe Virtues, 
both Political and Military, which 


Self- love has introduc'd into nume- 


rous Societies, to deceive Men, and 
make them Slaves to their Ambition. 


© Bur, 
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But, alas! how weak and incon- 
* ſtant is the Mind of Man. Arobal, 
© that virtuous, affectionate, and 
© generous Friend, who had ſupported 
© Impriſonment and Slavery with ſo 
* much Reſolution, could not con- 
tent himſelf with a ſimple and uni- 
* form Life. Having a Genius for 
War, he ſigh d after great Exploits, 
* and being more a Philoſopher in 
© Speculation than in Reality, con- 
© felsd to me, that he could no lone 
* ger bear the Calm of Retirement : 
© He left me at laſt, and I have 
never ſeen him ſince. 


© I ſeem to myſelf a Being left 
alone upon the Earth. Apries uſes 
me ill, Amaſis betrays me, Arobal 


* forſakes me. I find every where a 


* frightful Void. I know at preſent 


the Value of Men. I experience 
that Friendſhip, the greateſt of all 
* Felicities, is hard to be met with. 

* Paſſions, 
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© Paſſions, Frailties, a thouſand Con- 


© trarieties, either cool or diſcom- 
© poſe it. Men love themſelves too 
© much to love a Friend well: Never- 


© theleſs I do not hate Men, but I 
© cannot eſteem them; I have a ſin- 


© cere Benevolence for them, and 
* would do them good without hope 
of Recompence. 


While Cyrus was liſtening to this 
Story, one might ſee upon his Coun- 
tenance the Sentiments and Paſſions, 
which all theſe various Events ſhould 
naturally raiſe in him. He conceiv'd 
a high Eſteem for Amenophis, and 
could not without Reluctance reſolve 
to leave him. 


In the mean while Araſpes was 
reparing for their Departure. Cyrus, 
efore he took his leave of the Phi- 

loſopher, faid to him ; * If I were 
born a private Man, I ſhould think 
* myſelf happy to pals the — 
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of my Days with you in this Retire- 
ment. But Heaven deſtines me to 
* the Toils of Empire, and I obey 
* its Orders, not ſo much methinks 
© to pleaſe my Ambition, as that I 
may contribute to the Happineſs of 
© my Country. Aſter this Cyrus 
and * continu d their Way, and 
croſs d the Country of the Sabæans. 


Araſpes during their Journey, was 
ſometimes ſad and thoughtful, which 
Cyrus perceiving, ask d him the Rea- 
ſon. Araſpes anſwer d, You are a 


© Prince, I dare not ſpeak my Heart 


© to you. Let us forget the Prince, 
faid Cyrus, and converſe like Friends. 


© Well then, faid Araſpes, I obey. 


Every thing which Amenophis has ſaid 


© upon the Inſtability of the Heart of 
Man in Friendſhip, terrifies me. I 
© often feel thoſe Contrarieties he has 
* ſpoken of. Your Manners, which 
© are too averſe to Pleaſure, ſome- 


© times offend me; and without 
© doubt, 


155 


156 


The Txavtrs of Cyxvs. 
doubt, my Imperfections make you 
* unealy in their Turn. How un- 
* happy ſhould I be, if this Diffe- 
© rence of Character could make a 
Change in our Friendſhip ! 


All Men have their Frailties, re- 
* ply d Cyrus. Whoever looks for 
* a Friend without Imperfections, 
will never find what he ſeeks. We 
are not always equally content with 
ourſelves, how ſhould we be fo 
with our Friend? We love our- 
ſelves, nevertheleſs, with all our 


. a _ YE © 


© Faults, and we ought to love our 


© Friend in like manner. You have 
© your Weakneſſes, and I have mine; 
© but our Frankneſs in confeſſing our 
© Errors, and our Indulgence in ex- 
cuſing each other, ought to be the 
Bond of our Friendſhip. It is 
treating one's Friend like another 
© Self, thus ro ſhew him our Soul 
* quite naked ; and this Ingenuity 
* transforms all its Defects into Vir- 
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© tues. With other Men it is ſuffi- 
© cient to be fencere, by never af- 
© feting to appear what we are not: 
© But with a Friend we muſt be 


© ſimple, ſo as to ſhew ourſelves 


© even ſuch as we are. 


In this manner they diſcours'd to- 
gether, till they arriv'd upon the Shore 
of the Arabian Gulf, where they em- 
bark d for Egypt. 


Cyrus was ſurpriz d to find in 
Egypt a new kind of Beauty, which 
he had not ſeen in Arabia Felix. 
There, all was the Effect of ſimple 
Nature ; but Here, every thing was 
improv'd by Art. 


F It ſeldom rains in Egypt : But 
the Nile, which waters it by its re- 
gular Overflowings, ſupplies it with 
the Rains and melted Snows of other 


* All that is ſaid here, is taken from Diad. Sic. 
B. t. Sect. 2. Heros. B. 2. Strabo, B. 17. 


Countries. 


157 


158 


* 
2 


The TxAvETLSC of Cyrus. 
Countries. An infinite Number of 


Canals were cut croſs it, in order to 
multiply ſo uſeful a River. The 
Nik carried Fruitfulneſs every where 
with its Waters, made a Communi- 
cation between the Cities, join d the 
Great-Sea with the Red-Sea, and by 
that Means maintained both Foreign 
and Domeſtick Commerce. 


The Cities which had been rais d 
by immenſe Labours, appear d like 
Iſlands in the midſt of the Waters, 
and with Joy beheld all the Plain 
overflow d and fertiliz d by that be- 


neficent River. When it ſwell'd too 


much, great Baſons, made on Pur- 
poſe, ſtretch d their vaſt Boſoms to 


receive thoſe fructifying Waters, which 
were let looſe, or ſhut up by Sluices, 
as Occaſion required. Such was the 
Uſe of the Lake Meris, dug by one 
of the antient Kings of Egypt, whoſe 
Name it bore. Its Circuit was a 
Hundred and fourſcore Leagues. 


The 
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The Cities of Egypt were numerous, 
well Peopled, ſpacious, and full of 
magnificent Temples, and ſtately 
Palaces, adorn d with Statues and 
Pillars. 


Cyrus took a curſory View of all 
theſe Beauties, and went afterwards 
to ſee the famous Labyrinth built by 
the twelve Nomarchs. It was not a 
ſingle Palace, but twelve magnificent 
Palaces regularly diſpos'd. Three 
thouſand Chambers, which had a 
Communication by Terraſſes, were 
rang d round twelve Halls; and 


whoever enter d there without a Guide, 


could never find his Way out. There 
were as many Buildings under Ground, 
and theſe were allotted for the Burial- 
Places of the Kings. 


The Payement of all theſe Apart- 
ments wastof Marble, as likewiſe the 
in which were Carvings in 
ef, repreſenting the Hiſtory 
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of the Kings. The Princes who wete 
bury'd underneath, ſeem d to live 
again in theſe Sculptures. So that 
the ſame Palace contain'd Monuments, 


- which ſet before Monarchs both their 


Grandeur and their Nothingneſs. 


Beſides the Temples and Palaces 


| allotted for the Worſhip of the Gods, 


and the Habitation of Mortals, there 
were throughout all Egypt, and 
eſpecially near Memphis, Pyramids, 
which ſerv'd for the Tombs of great 
Men. This wiſe People thought it 
proper to lodge the Dead as magni- 
ficently as the Living, in order to 
immortalize Merit, and perpetuate 
Emulation. 


The moſt famous of theſe Pyra- 
mids was that of Hermes. It was of 
poliſh'd Srone, and its Height more 


than Six hundred Feet. Neither 


Winds nor Earthquakes could injure 


it. The Taſte of the Egyptians was 
| more 


GB Oo OO - Oo 


The Txavers of Cyrus 


more for Solidity than Ornament, 
Thro' each Door of this Pyramid was 
an Entrance into ſeven Apartments, 
call d by the Names of the Planets, 
In each of them was a golden Statue. 
The biggeſt was in the Apartment of 
the Sun, or Ofris. It had a Book 


upon its Forchead, and its Hand upon 


irs Mouth. Upon the Outſide of the 
Book was written this Inſcription, 
I muſt be read in a profound Silence, 
to ſignify, ſay the Egyptian Prieſts, 
that we cannot come to know the 
Divine Nature, but by impoſing 
Silence upon the Senſes and Imagina- 
tion. | 


Cyrus, after taking a View of all 
theſe Wonders, apply d himſelf to 
learn the Hiſtory, Policy, and Laws 
of antient Egypt, which were the 
Model of thoſe of Greece. 


He found that the Egyptian Prieſts 
had compil'd their Hiſtory of an un- 
Vor. I. M bounded 
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bounded Succeſſion of Ages. They 
took a Pleaſure in loſing themſelvesM  * 
in that infinite Abyls of Duration Th. 
when Oſiris govern d Mankind him- I fin 
ſelf. | All the Fictions with- which is re 
they have fill'd their Annals, about. fron 
the Reign of the Gods and Demi- take 
Gods, are but Allegories to expreſoſ ſeco 
the firſt State of Souls before their Seſo 
Deſcent into mortal Bodies. 


According to them, Egypt was then 
the favourite Abode of the Gods, 
and the Place of the Univerſe with 
which they ,were moſt delighted, 
After the Origin of Evil, and the 
great Revolution which happen'd by 


the Rebellion of the Monſter Typ hon, ¶ Elep 


they believ'd that their Country was Dyn 
the leaſt chang d and disfigur d of any. I and 
Being watered by the Nile, it con- ¶choſe 
tinued fruitful, while all Nature be- Com 
ſides was barren. They look d upon Agri 
Egypt as the Mother of Men and all 
Animals, WY og 
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Their firſt King was nam'd Menes. 
Their Hiſtory from his Time is con- 
fin'd within reaſonable Bofthds, and 
is reduc'd to three Ages. The firſt, 
from Menes to the Shepherd-Kings, 
takes in Five hundred Years. The 
ſecond, from the Shepherd-Kings to 
Seſoſtris, is of the — Duration: 
The third, from Seſoſtris to Amaſis, 


contains ſix Centuries. * 


During the firſt Age, Egypt was 
divided into ſeveral Dhaſtys, or 
Governments, which had each its 
King. Their principal Reſidences 
were at Memphis, T hanis, T his, 
Elephantis, and T hebes. This laſt 
Dynaſty ſwallow'd up all the reſt, 
and became Miſtreſs. Egypt, in 
thoſe earlieſt Times, had no foreign 
Commerce, but confin'd itſelf to 


Agriculture and a Paſtoral Life. 
* See — Canon. Chronicum. | | Y 
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Shepherds were then Heroes, and 
Kings Philoſophers. In thoſe Day 
lived the firſt Hermes, who pene- 
trated in all the Secrets of Nature, 
and of Divinity, It was the Age of 
occult Sciences. The Greeks, ſaid the 
Egyptians, imagine that the World 
in its Infancy was ignorant; but 
they think fo, only becauſe they them- 
ſelves are. Children. * They know 
nothing of the Origin of the World, 
its Antiquity, — the Revolutions 
which have happen'd in it. The 
Men of Mercurys Time had yet a 
Remembrance of their firſt State, and 
had diverſe traditional Lights which 
we have loſt. The Arts of Imitation, 
Poeſy, Muſick, Painting, every thing 
within the Province of the Imagina- 
tion, are but Sports. of the Mind, 
in Compariſon of the ſublime Sciences 
known by the firſt Men. Nature 


was then obedient to the Voice of the 
Sages. They could put all its hid- 


" An Expreſſion of Plato, See the Diſc. p- 4. 
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den Springs in Motion. They pro- | 
duc'd the moſt amazing Prodigies 
whenever they pleas d. The Aerial 
Genii were ſubject tothe They 
had frequent Intercourſe with the 
Etherial Spirits, and ſometimes with 
the pure Intelligences that inhabit the 
Empyreum. We have loſt, ſaid » 
© the Prieſts to Cyrus, this exalted 
* kind of Knowledge, We have 
© only remaining ſome Traces of it 
© upon our antient Obelisks, which 
© are, ſo to ſpeak, the Regiſters of 
our Divinity, Myſteris, and Tra- 

* dition, relating to the Deity and to 
* Nature, and in no wile the Annals 
* of our Civil Hiſtory, as the Igno- 
© rant imagine. „ 


The ſecond' Age was that of the 
Shepherd - Kings, who came from 
Arabia, They over-ran Egypt with 
Two hundred thouſand Men. The, 


* See Iamblichus de myſteriis A.2yptiorum, | 
. | 
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Barbarity of theſe unpoli{h'd and i 
rant — — kin 
occult Sciences be deſpis d and forgot: 
ten. Their Imagination could re- 
ceive nothing but what was Material 
and Senſible. From their Time the 
Genius of the Egyptians was intirely 
chang d, and turn d to the Study of 
Arts, Architecture, Commerce, War, 
and all the ſuperficial Ninds of Know- 
ledge, which are uſeleſs to thoſe who 
can content themſelves with ſimple 
Nature. It was then that Idolatry 
came into Sgypt. Sculpture, Paint- 
ing and Poeſy obſcur d all pure Ideas, 
and transformed them into ſenſible 
Images. The Vulgar ſtop there, 
without ſeeing into the hidden Mean- 
ing of the Allegories. | 
me little time after this Invaſion of 
the Arabians, ſeveral Egyptians, who 
could not ſupport the Yoke of Fo- 
reigners, left their Country, and ſettled 
themſel ves in Colonies in all Parts of 
. | the. 
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the World. From thence came all 

the great and famous Men in other 
Nations. The: Babylonian Belus, 

the Athenian Cecrops, the Bœotian 
Cadmus. Thence it is, that all the 
Nations of the Univerſe owe their 
Laws, Sciences, and Religion to 
Egypt. In this manner ſpoke the 
Prieſts to err 


In this Age liv'd the ſecond Her- IN 
mes, call d Triſmegiſtus. He was the 
Reſtorer of the antient Religion. He 
collected the Laws and Sciences of 
the firſt Mercury, in Forty-two 
Volumes, which were call'd, The 
Treaſure of Remedies for the Soul, 
becauſe they cure the Mind of its 
Ignorance, the Source of all Evils. 


* 


The third Age was that of Con- 
eſts and Luxury. Arts were per- 
Gated more and more; Cities, Edi- 
fices, and Pyramids multiplied. 
The Father of Seſoſtris caus'd all the 
M 4 Chil 
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Children who were born the [fame 
Day with his Son, to be brought to 
Court, and educated with the ſame 
Care as the young Prince. Upon 
the Death of the King, Aalen 
levy'd a formidable Army, and ap- 
e the young Men who had 
een educated with him, to be the 
Officers to command it. There were 


near Two thouſand of them, who 


were able to inſpire all the Troops 
with Courage, military Virtues, and 
Attachment to the Prince. Th 

conſider d him both as their Maſter 
and their Brother. He form'd a De- 
ſign of conquering the whole World, 
and penetrated into the Indies, far- 
ther than either Bacchus or Hercules. 
The Scythians ſubmitted to his Em- 
pire. Thrace and Aſia Minor are 
full of the Monuments of his Victo- 
ries. Upon thoſe Monuments are to 
be ſeen the proud Inſcriptions of, 
Seſoſtris King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, Having extended his Con- 
* | Jqaueſts 
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queſts from the Ganges to the Danube, 


and from the River Tanais to the 


Kings whom he had ſubdu d. 


ferr'd their Power to che Commanders 


e 

ll 

| che Authority of t e pontiffs, and trans- 
| of the Army. After his Death Divi- 


Etbiopian took Advantage of their 
Diſcords, and invaded Egpt. 5 


Religious Prince re-e | 
Power of the Prieſts, reign d 
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Hands of Sethou the High-Prieſt of 
Vulcan, who entirely Aeflroyed the 
Art of War among the Egyptians, 
and deſpiſed the Military Men. The 
Reign of Superſtition, which enfeebles 
Courage, ſucceeded that of deſpotick 
Power, which had too much depreſs d 
it. From that time Egypt was ſup- 
ported only by foreign Troops, and 
it fell by degrees into, 4 
Twelve Nomarchs, choſen by the 
People, ſhar d the Kingdom between 
them. One of them, named Pſam- 
metichus, made himſelf Maſter of all 
the reſt. Egypt recover d itſelf a little, 
and continued pretty powerful for five 
or ſix Reigns; till at length this an- 
tient Kingdom became tributary to 
Nubuchodonoſor King of Babylon. 


The Conqueſts of Seſoftris were 
the Source all theſe Calamities. 


Princes who are inſatiable of Con- 
quering, are Enemies to their Poſterity. 
By ſeeking to extend their Dominion 


The Txaversof Cyrus; 
too far, they ſap the Foundation of 
their Authority. ' - * 


From that time the antient Laws 
were no longer in Force. Cyrus col- 
lected the Principal of them from his 
Converſation with all the great Men 
and old Sages who were then living. 
Theſe Laws are reduced to three, 
upon which all the reſt depend. 
The Firſt relates to Kings, the Second 
to Polity, and the Third to Civil 
Juſtice. 


The Kingdom was Hereditary, 
but the Kings were obliged to obſerve 


the Laws with greater Exactneſs than 


others. The Egyptians eſteemed it a 
criminal Uſurpation upon the Rights 
of the Great Ofris, and as a mad 
Preſumption in a Man to give his 
Will for a Law. 


As ſoon as the King roſe in the 
Morning, which was at the Break of 


Day, 
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Day, when the Underſtanding is 
= cleareſt, and the Soul moſt ſerene, an 
1 exact and diſtinct Idea was given him 
J of all Matters upon which he was to 
decide that Day. But before he 
pronounc d Judgment, he went to 
the Temple to invoke the Gods, and 
to offer Sacrifice. Being there, ſur- 
rounded by all his Court, and the 
Victims ſtanding at the Altar, he 
. aſſiſted at a Prayer, full of Inſtruction; 
che Form of which was as follows: 


Great Ofiris! Eye of the World, 
and Light of Spirits| Grant to the 
© Prince, your Image, all Royal 
© Virtues, that he may be religious 
towards the Gods, and benign 
© towards Men ; moderate, juſt , 
© magnanimous, generous, an Ene 
e Falſbood, Maſter of his Paſſions, 

| © puniſhing leſs than the Crime 
© deſerves, and rewarding beyond 
© Merit.” ** EQOL'ER 


After 


is 
an 
m 


0 
le 


The Tz avers of Crus. 


After n this the High-Prieft repre- 


ſented to him the Faults he had com- 


mitted againſt the Laws; but it was 
always ſuppos d that he fell into them 
by Surprize, or through Ignorance; 
and the Miniſters, who had given 
him evil Counſels, or had diſguis d 


the Truth, were loaded with Impre- 


cations. ̃ 


Aſter the Prayer and the Sacrifice, 


they read to him the Actions of the 
Heroes and great Kings, that the 
Monarch might imitate their Example, 


and maintain the Laws which had 
render d his Predeceſſors illuſtrious, 


and their People hapfp xp. 


What is there that might not be 
hop d for from Princes accuſtom d, 
as an eſſential Part of their Religion, 
to hear Daily the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
ſalutary Truths? Accordingly, che 
J. greater Number of them were fo dear 
a to 
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to their People, that each private 
Man'bewail'd their Death like that of 
a Father, 


The Second Law related to Polity, 
and the Subordination of Ranks. 
The Lands were divided into three 
Parts. The Firſt was the King's 
Domain ; the Second belong'd to x3 
Chief Prieſts ; and the Third to the 
Military Men. For it ſeem'd abſurd 
to employ Troops for the Defence of 
a Country, who had no Intereſt in 
its Preſervation. 


The common People were divided 
into three Claſſes, Husbandmen, 
Shepherds, and Artizans. Theſe 
three Sorts made great Improvements, 
each in their Profeſſions: Being 


brought up to them from Generation | 
to Generation, they made Advantage 
of the Experience of their Anceſtors. 
Each Family tranſmitted its Know- 
and Skill to the Children of it. 
2 | No. 
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No Perſon was allow'd to go out of 
his Rank, or to forſake his hereditary 
Employment. By this means Arts 
were cultivated and brought to a 
great Perfection; and the Troubles, 
occaſion d by the Ambition of thoſe 


who ſeek to riſe above their natural 


Condition, were prevented. 


To the End that no Perſon might 
be aſham'd of the Lowneſs of his State 
and Degree, Arts were held in Honour. 
In the Body Politick, as in the Na- 
tural, all the Members contribute 
ſomething to the common Life. It 
ſeem d a Madneſs in Egypt to deſpiſe 
a Man becauſe he ſerves his Country 
in a more laborious Employment. 
And thus was a due Subordination of 
Ranks preſerv'd, without Envy in one 
Sort, or Contempt in the other. 


The Third Law regarded Civil 
Juſtice, Thirty Judges, drawn out 
of the principal Cities, compos'd the 


ſupreme 
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ſupreme Council, which judg'd the 
Kingdom. The Prince 2 them 


Revenues ſufficient to free them from 
Domeſtic Cares, that they might 
ive their whole Time to the compo- 
— good Laws, and making them 
be obſerv d. They had no further 
Profit of their Labours; except the 
Glory and Pleaſure of ſerving theit 
Country in the nobleſt Way. 


To avoid Surprize in giving Judg- 
ment, the Plealer — forbidden 
that deluſive Eloquence, which dazzles 
the Underſtanding, and moves the 
Paſſions. They expos d the Matters 
of Fact with a clear and nervous 
Brevity, ſtript of the falſe Orna- 
ments of Reaſoning, . The Preſident 
of the Senate wore a Collar of Gold 
and precious Stones, at which hung 
a ſmall Figure without Eyes, which 
was call'd Truth. He apply'd it to 
the Forehead and Heart of him who 
was to gain his Cauſe; for that * 
" 


the 
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the Manner of pronouncing Judg- 
ment. 


There was in Egypt a ſort of 
Juſtice unknown to other Nations. 
As ſoon as a Man had yielded his laſt 
Breath, he was brought into Judg- 
ment, and the publick Accuſer was 
heard againſt him. In caſe it ap- 
pear'd that the Behaviour of the De- 
ceas'd had been contrary to the Laws, 
his Memory was branded, and he 
was refus d Burial. If he was not 
accus'd of any Crime againſt the 
Gods, or his Country, his Pane- 

rick was made, and he was en- 


” tomb'd honourably. 
ent 5 
oy Before he was carry d to the 


Sepulchre, his Bowels were taken 
ug out, and put into an Urn; which 
the Pontiff raiſing towards the Sun, 


5 made this Prayer in the Name of the 
o Deceas'd X. 


he *Porphyry de Abſtinentia, B. 4. Sect. 10. 
— Vor. I. N | Great 
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© Great Oſiris! Life of all Beings! 
© Recerve my Manes, and reunite 
* them to the Society of the Immortal. 
* While I livd, I endeavour d 1 
* imitate You by Truth and Goodneſs, 
© I have never committed any Crane 
* contrary to Social Duty. I har 
© reſpefted the Gods of my Fathers, 
and have honour d my Parents. I 
I have committed any Fault through 
* human Weakneſs, Intemperance, or 
* a Taſte for Pleaſure, theſe baſ 
© Sporls of my mortal Nature Have 
been the Cauſe of it. As he pro- 
nounc'dtheſe laſt Words, he threw the 
Urn into the River; and the reſt o 
the Body, (which was embalm'd) 
was depolited in the Pyramids. 


Such were the Notions of the an- 
tient Egyptians. Being full of the 
Hopes of Immortality, they imagin'd 
that hurnan Frailties were expiated 
by our Separation from the morral 


Body z 
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Body; and that nothing but Crimes 
committed againſt the Gods and 
Society, hinder d the Soul from being 
re- united to its Origin. 


Theſe Things gave Cyrus a great 
Deſire to inſtruct himſelf throughly 
in the Religion of antient Egypt. 
For this Purpoſe he went to T hebes. 
This famous City, whoſe hundred 
Gates have been ſung by Homer, 
might diſpute with alf the Cities in 
the Univerſe for Magnificence, Ex- 
tent and Power, Iis ſaid, that it 
was able heretofore, to march out of 
each of its Gates Ten thouſand fight- 
ing Men. Doubtleſs there is ſome- 
thing of poetical Fiction in this, but all 
agree that its Inhabitants were exceed - 
ingly numerous. 


Cyrus had been directed by Zoro- 
after to Sonchis the High- Prieſt of 
Thebes, to be inſtructed by him 
in all the religious Myſteries of his 

| N 2 Country. 
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Country. Sonchis conducted him 


into a ſpacious Hall, where were 
three hundred Statues of Egyptian 
Pontiffs. This long Succeſſion for ſo 
many Ages, gave the Prince a high 
Notion of the Antiquity of the 
Religion of Egypt, aid a great Cu- 
rioſity to know the Principles of it. 


© To make you acquainted, faid 
* the Pontiff, with the Origin of our 
* Werſhip, Symbols, and Myſteries, 


I I muſt give you the Hiſtory of 


* Hermes Triſmegiſtus, who was the 
Founder of them. | 


© Hermes, the ſecond of the Name, 

* was of the Race of our firſt Sove- 
* reigns. While his Mother was 
* with Child of him, ſhe went by 
© Sea to Libya, to make a Sacrifice 
* to Jupiter Hammon. As ſhe coalſt- 
* ed along Africa, a ſudden Storm 
© aroſe, and the Veſſel periſh'd near 
© a Defart Iſland. She was, by a 
ON « particular 


tow 
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particular Protection of the Gods, 


* calt upon the Ifland all alone. 
* There ſhe liv'd a ſolitary Life, un- 
© til her Delivery, at which Time the 
© died. The Infant remain d expos d 
© to the Inclemency of the Weather, 
* and the Fury of the wild Beaſts : 
© But Heaven, which intended him 
for great Purpoſes, . preſery d 
him in the midſt of theſe Misfor- 


tunes. A young She-Goat, of 


* which there were great Plenty in 
* this Iſland, hearing his Cries, came 


and ſuckled him till he was paſt In- 


fancy. For ſome Years he fed up- 
don the tender Graſs, with his Nurſe, 
but afterwards upon Dates and 
* wild Fruits, which ſeemed to him 
da more proper Food. 


* He pur by the firſt Rays 
* of Realon, which began to ſhine 


© in him, That he was not of the 
© ſame Make with the Beaſts; that 
be bad more Underſtanding, Inven- 

N 3 tion, 


181 


182 The TxAvELS of Cyrus; 


© tion, and Addreſs than they; and | © © 
* thence he ſuſpected, That be might | * « 
© be of a different Nature, : 


© The She-Goat, which had nou- 
riſhed him, died of old Age. He 
was ſurpriz d at this new Phæno- 
menon, of which he had never ob- 
ſerv'd the like before. He could 
not comprehend why ſhe continu'd 
ſo long cold, and without Motion. 
He compar d all he ſaw in her with 
what he felt in himſelf, and per- 
ceiv'd that he had a Beating in his 
Breaſt, and a Principle of Motion 
in him, which was no longer in 
her. He ſaw her by Degrees pu- 
trify, grow dry, and fall to Pieces. 
Nothing remain d but the Bones. 
The Mind ſpeaks to its ſelf, with- 
out knowing the arbitrary Names 
which we have affixed to our Ideas. 
© Hermes reaſon'd thus: T he Goat 
did not give itſelf that Principle 
. 
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© of Life, ſince it has hoſt it, and 


cannot reſtore it to itſelf, 


© He ſought a long Time what 
© might be the Cauſe — this Change. 
He obſerv'd that the Plants and 
© Trees ſeem'd to dye, and to re- 
vive every Vear, by the goin 

© away and return of the Sun, an 

* imagin'd that this Star was the Prin- 


ciple of all Things. 


He gather d up the Bones of his 
* Mother-Nurſe, and expoſed them 
* to the Rays of the Sun; but Lite 
did not return. By this he ſaw 


* that he had been miſtaken, -and 


* that the Sun did not give Life to * 


© Animals. 


He examin'd whether it might 
© not be ſome other Star; but he ob- 
* ſerv'd that in the Night the Stars 
© had neither ſo much Heat nor 


Light as the Sun, and that all Na- 


N 4 ture 
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\ ture-ſeem'd to languiſh in the Ab- 


ſence of the Day. He concluded 
therefore, That the Stars were not 


* the firſt Principles of Life. 


© 'As he advanced in Age, his Un- 


_ © derſtanding ripen d, and his Re- 


flections became more profound. 


He had remark'd, that inanimate 
© Bodies could not move of them- 
© ſelves; that Animals did not re- 
© ſtore Motion to themſelves when 
* they had loſt it, and that the Sun 
did not revive dead Bodies. 


© Thence he concluded, T hat the 

© Fixsr MovER was ſomething 

greater than the Sun or th: 
© Stars. 


8 Reflecting afterwards upon him- 
© ſelf, and upon all the Remarks 


© which he had made from the firſt 


© Ule of his Reaſon, he obſerv'd, 
| | © That 
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© That there was ſomething in bim 
© which felt, which thought, and 
© which compared his Thoughts to- 
© gether. After having meditated 
© whole Years upon all thoſe Opera- 
tions of his Mind, he concluded at 


© length, That the, Firſt Mover had 


r as well as Force, 
and that his Wiſdom wwas equal to his 
* Power. 1k: ih 

Man in the midſt of Beings who 
* can give him no Succour, is in a 
© friphtful Situation. But when he 
a . the Idea of ſomething 
which is able to make him happy, 
there is nothing which can compare 
with his Hopes and his Joy. 


The Deſire of Happineſs, inſe- 
© parable from our Nature, made 
Hermes wiſh to fee that Firſt Mo- 
© ver, to know him, and to con- 
© verſe with him. If could, ſaid 
*he, make him underſtand my 
© Thoughts, 
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* Thoughts, and my Deſires, doubt- 
* ks he would render me more happy 
© than I am. 


© His Hopes and his Joy were 


* ſoon diſturb d by great Doubts, 
Alas! ſaid he, if the Firſt Mover 
© be as good and beneficent as I ima- 
* gine him, why do I not ſee him? 
* Why has he not made himſelf known 
© to me? And above all, 
in this mournful Solitude, where [ 

* ſee nothing like myſelf, nothing 
* © ephich ſeems to reaſon as I do, no- 

© thing which can give me any Aſſi- 


a ſtance. 


© In the midſt of theſe Per- 


F 48 
plexities, 


his weak Reaſon was 


filent, and could anſwer him no- 
thing. His Heart ſpoke, and turn- 
ing itſelf to the firſt Principle, ſaid 
to him, in that mute Language 
which the Gods underſtand berter 
than Words: Life of all Beings! 
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© ſhew 
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al bh thy ſelf to me; make me know 
by — T hou art, and what I am; 
© come and ſuccour me in this my ſo- 
© litary and miſerable State. 


ts, © The great Ofirrs loves a pure 
er Heart, and always hearkens to its 
a- 8 © Deſires. He order'd the firſt Her- 
n © mes, or Mercury, to take a human 
vn i © Form, and to go and inſtruct him. 


If © One Day, as young Triſmegi- 
nz il © ftus was ſleeping at the Foot of a 
%- © Tree, Hermes came and ſat down 
by him. Triſmeoiſtus was ſur- 
q , 2 when 12 awak'd, to behold 
* a Figure like his own. He utter d 
r- | © ſome Sounds, but they were not 
7as © articulate. He diſcover'd all the 
o- | © different Motions of his Soul, by 
n- © the Tranſports, Earneſtneſs, and 
ud © ingenuous and artleſs Signs, where- 
ge iN © by Nature teaches Men to expreſs 
ter “ what they ſtrongly feel. 


0 © Mercury 


| 
[ 
1 
1 
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: Mercury in a little Time taught 
© the Savage Philoſopher the Egyptian 


| © Language. Afterwards he inform d 


© him what he was, and what he 
© was to. be, and inſtructed him in 
© all the Sciences, which 7riſmegiſtus 
* ſince taught the Egyptians. He 
© then began to diſcern ſeveral Marks, 
© which he had not obſerved before, 
© of an infinite Wiſdom and Power, 
diffus d throughout all Nature: 
And thereby perceiv d the Weakneſs 
© of human Reaſon, when left to it- 
* ſelf, and without Inſtruction. He 


* was aſtoniſh'd at his former Igno- 


© rance, but his new Diſcoveries pro- 
© duc'd new Perplexities. 


© One Day, when Mercury was 
. e to him of the noble De- 
© ſtiny of Man, the Dignity of his 
© Nature, and the Immortality which 
* awaits him, he anſwer d; If the 
great Oſiris ordains Mortals to ſo 
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perfect a Felicity, whence is it that 


© they are born in ſuch Ignorance ? 
* WWhence comes it that he does not 


* ſbew hemſelf to them, to diſpel | 


© their Darkneſs ? Alas | if you had 
© not come to enhghten me, I ſhould 
© have ſought long without diſcover- 
ing the firſt Principle of all Things, 
* ſuch as you have made him known 
© to me. Upon this Mercury unfold- 
'ed to him all the Secrets of the 


Egyptian Divinity, in the follow- 


: ing manner : 


* © The primitive State of Man 
© was very different from what it is 
© at preſent. Without, all the Parts 
* of the Univerſe were in a perfect 
Harmony: Within, all was in Sub- 
jection to the immutable Laws of 
Reaſon. Every one carried his 


Rule within his own Breaſt, and 
* all the Nations of the Earth were 
* but one Republick of Sages, 


* See the Fgyprian Theology, in the Diſc. p. 105. 
© Man- 


190 The TxaveLs of Crus. 


Mankind liv'd then without Dil- 
cord, Ambition, or Luxury, in a 
perfect Peace, Equality, and Sim- 
plicity. Each Man, however, © {c 
had his particular Qualities and © It 
Paſſions ; G all Paſſions were ſub. 8 
ſervient to the Love of Virtue; u 
and all Talents applied to the p 
Diſcovery of Truth. The Beau- © ta 
ties of Nature, and of its Author, tl 
were the Diverſion, Enter-W* a 
* rainment, and Study of the firſt jo 
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The Imagination, being well re- at 

| * gulated, preſented nothing then at 

ö | : 25 agreeable Ideas. The Paſſions Il * 5 
i being in Subjection to Reaſon, did 

N * not diſturb the Heart: And the! 

| Love of Pleaſure was always in (0 

1 Conformity to the Love of Order. N 

1 © The God Ofrris, the Goddeſs Ilie, ec 

4 and their Son Orus, came and con- ar 

| < verſed C 


Suns > > _ 
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© yerſed with Men, and taught them 
i- © all che Myſteries of Wiſdom. 


m- © This terreſtrial Life, how happy 
er, ſoever, was nevertheleſs but the 
nd © Infancy of our Beings, in which 
b. © Souls were prepar'd for a ſucceſſive 
.M © unfolding of Intelligence and Hap- 
the il © pineſs. Afﬀrer having liv'd a cer- 
u · ¶ © cain Time upon Earth, Men chang d 
or, their Form without dying, and flew 
er- © away to the Stars, where they en- 
ot joy d new Pleaſures and new Know- 
* ledge, new Senſes, and new Light. 
* From thence they were rais'd to 
re- another World, then to a Third; 
en © and fo paſſed through the immenſe 
ns, | © Spaces by endleſs Metamorphoſes. 


heli A whole Age, and, according to 
in ſome, many Ages, paſs d in this 
er. Manner. At length there happen- 
fs, ed a fad Change both in Spirits 
n- and in Bodies. Typhon and his 
ſed ] Companions inhabited hereto- 


© fore 
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© fore this happy Dwelling z but be- 


ing ſwelld wich Pride, and fer- 
getting themſelves ſo far as to re- 
5 Live to ſcale Heaven, they were 
* thrown down headlong, and bu- 
© ried in the Centre of the Earth. 
© They came out of their Abyſs, 
© broke thro the Egg of the World, 
diffus d Evil through it, and cor- 
* rupted the Minds, Hearts, and 
© Manners of its Inhabitants. The 
Soul of the great Offris forſook 
© his Body, which is NATURE, 
* and it became a Carcaſs. Typhon 
tore it in Pieces, diſpers d its 
Members, and blaſted all its Beau- 
ties. 


From that Time the Body be- 
came ſubject to Diſeaſes and Death, 
the Mind to Error and to Paſfions. 
© The Imagination of Man preſents 
© him now with nothing but Chi- 
* mera's. His Reaſon ſerves only to 
© contradict his Inclinat:ons, without 


© being 
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being able to rectify them. The 
© oreateſt Part of his Pleaſures are 
© falſe and deceitful ; and all his 


* Pains, even his imaginary ones, are 


© real Evils. His Heart is an abun- 
* dane Source of reſtleſs Deſires, 
* frivolous Fears, vain Hopes, diſ- 
* orderly Inclinations, which ſucceſ- 
* fively. torment him. A Crowd of 
* wild Thoughts, and turbulent Paſ- 
© ſions, — an inteſtine War with- 
in him, make him continually 
* take Arms againſt himſelf, and ren- 
der him, at the ſame Time, both 
an Idolater, and an Enemy of his 
* own Nature. 


© That which each Man feels in him- 
* ſelf is a lively Image of what paſ- 


ſes in human Society. Three dif- 


ferent Empires riſe in the World, 


and divide all Characters. The 
Empire of Oy1n1oN, that of 
* AMBITION, and that of SF Ns v- 
 ALITY. Error preſides in the Firſt; 
Vor. I. O © Force 
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© Force has the Dominion in the © 
* Second ; and Vanity reigns in the N 
Third. | Wy 


- © Such is the preſent State of hu] 
man Nature. The Goddeſs 1jiF to 
© goes over all the Earth, ſeeking th pe 
© diſpersd; deluded Souls, to con-W* lil 
duct them back to the .EmpyreumW at 
* while the God Orus continuallyM* h: 
attacks the Evil Principle. Tiff N 
* faid, that he will at laſt re- eſtabliſiſ H 
the Kingdom of Ofiris, and wil in 
© baniſh for ever the Monſter 7, pt 
* phon. Until that Time good Prin- 


ces may alleviate the Miſeries off M 
Men, but they cannot entirely cur 
cure them. en 4 T 

* You, continu'd Mercury, are off E. 
the antient Race of the Kings o Ge 
Egypt, and are deſtin d by the ſed 


© great Ohris to reform that King · ¶ fer 
* dom by your wiſe Laws. He ha an 
* preſery'd you only that you mayſ bet 


© one 
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* one Day make other Men happy. 
My dear Triſinegiſtus, you will 


"95 


the parent, and diſappears by Degrees, 
:on-M* like the Morning Star, which flies 
um at the Approach of Aurora. He 
all had a Crown upon his Head, 
Ti Wings at his Feet, and held in his 
li Hand a Caduceus. Upon his flow- 
will ing Robe were all the Hierogly- 
Ty phicks, which 7; 3 Aer 
rin · wards made uſe of, to expreſs the 
3 off Mylteries of Divinity, — of Na- 
reh ture. 

* Meris, who then reign'd in 
e , Egypt, being admoniſhed by the 
s offi Gods in a Dream, of all that paſ- 
the ſed in the Deſart Iſland, ſent to 
ing-F* fetch the Savage Philoſopher, 
haf and perceiving the Conformity) 
may between his Story and the di- 
one O 2 vine 


very ſoon ſee your own Country. 


He ſaid, and of a ſudden 11 in- 


to the Air; his Body becomes tranſ- 
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vine Dream, adopted him for his b 
* Son. Triſmegiſtus, after the Death P 
of that Prince, aſcended the Throne S 


0 


and made Fgypt. for a long Time is 
© happy, by the Wiſdom df ba ti 
© Laws. Ry | Cl 
130 y Wil „lis 
He wrote ſeveral Books, which ol 
contain d the Divinity, Philoſophy ] fo 
© and Policy of the Egyptians. The 
* firlt Hermes had invented the inge * 
* nious Art of expreſſing all Son ſt. 
© of Sounds by the different Combi. H 
© nations of a few Letters; an In- ex 
vention moſt wonderful for iti V 
Simplicity, but not ſufficientlyſW* ra 
© admired becauſe it is common] of 
© Beſides this Manner of writing i th 
© there was another, which was con- tr 
© ſecrated to divine Things, and th 


© which:few Perſons underſtood. | liſ 


© Triſmegiſtus expreſs'd the Vi. w 
© tues and Paſſions of the Soul, thq lig 
Actions and Attributes of the yy "1s 
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his © by the Figures of Animals, Inſects, 
ach Plants, Stars, and divers other 
ne, Symbolical Characters. Hence it 
ime is hat we ſee Cows, Cats, Rep- 


hi tiles and Crocodiles in our an- 


cient Temples, and upon our Obe- 

J licks; but they are not the Objects 

nich of our Worſhip, as the Greeks 
fooliſhly imagine. 


* Triſmegiſtus conceal d the My- 
ſteries of Religion under Symbols, 
Hieroglyphicks, and Allegories; and 

n expos d nothing to the Eyes of the 

i Vulgar but che Beauties of his Mo- 
th raliry. This has been the Method 
non of the Sages in all Times, and of 
the great Legiſlators in all Coun- 
con- tries. Theſe divine Men knew, 
and that corrupted Minds could not re- 

I liſh ſublime Truths, till the Heart 

vas purg d of its Paſſions: For 
Vir which Reaſon they ſpread over Re- 


- theÞf ligion a ſacred Veil, which opens, 


3ods' is rent aſunder, and vaniſhes, 
«by O 3 « when 
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when the Eyes of the Underſtand» 

ing are able to ſupport its | Bright» 

nels, This is the Subſtance of the 
Inſcription, which is to be (een at 
Gais, upon a Statue of Iſs, I am 


WWE. = on HM 


© all that is, bas been, and ſball be, 


and no Mortal bas ever yet re- 
mov d the Veil which covers me. 


Cyrus underſtood by this Hiſtory 
of Hermes, that the Ofiris, Orus, 
and Zyphon of the Egyptians, were 
the ſame with the Oromazes, My- 
thras, and Arimanius of the Per- 


fans; that the Mythology of theſe 


two Nations was founded upon the 


fame Principles, and expreſs d the 


ſame Ideas by different Names. 


After Sonchis had entertain d 
Cyrus in this Manner, he conducted 
him to the Temple, where he let him 
into all the Ceremonies and Myſteries 
of the Egyptian Worſhip a Privilege 
which had never been granted to any 

| Stranger, 


ads 


be- 
the 


1 at 


Dis 


cite 
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gone through a 


er, 


ft he had 
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The Perſian Prince ſpent — 
Days with the Pontiff, but at length 
parted from T Hebes, and left e 
without making himſelf knok 
Amaſis, whoſe Character an Ul- 
pation he abhorr d. 


RUS his leavin 

95 \E xypt, 2558 to yok 
into Groete. He went 

S— Jown,- the Nile from 
Memphis to the Mouth of that River, 
and embark'd upon the Great Sea in a 
Phwenician Veſſel, which was bound 
for the Country of Argolis. 


Whit 


While à favourable Wind fill'd 
the Sails, A. calling to Min: 
the Notions of Zoroaſter and the 
Magi, diſcours d with Cyrus upon all 
the Wonders which are diſcoverable 
n che vaſt Empire of the Waters; of 
the Conformation of its Inhabitants, 
which is ſuited to their Element; 
of the Ule of their Fins, which they 
employ ſometimes as Oars to divide 
the Water, and ſometimes as Wings 
to ſtop themſelves by extending 
them; of the delicate Membranes 
which they have in their Bodies, and 
which they diſtend or contract, to 
make themſel ves more or leſs heavy, 
according as they would dike 
or downwards in the Water; of the 
admirable Structure of their Eyes, 
which are perfectly round, to refract 
and unite more readily the Rays of 
Light, without which they could not 
ſeg, in the humid Element. 
e BU! £0354 
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Aftet this they diſcours'd of the 
Beds bf Salts aid bituminous Matter, 
id ih the Bottom of the Sea. 
The Weight of each 'Patticle of theſe 
Salts is regulated in ſuch a Manner, 
that the Shn cannot draw them up- 
wards: whence it is, that the Va- 
pours and Rains which fall again upon 
the Earth, not being overcharged with 
them, become plenteous Sources of 
{weet Waters. | 


Then they reaſon d upon the Eb- 
bing and Flowing of the Tide, hich 


is only diſcernable in the great Ocean; 


of the Influence of the Moon which 
cauſes thoſe regular Motions, and of 
the Diſtance and Magnitude of that 
Planet, which are witty adjuſted to 
anſwer all our Wants. If it was 
© bigger, ſaid they, or neater to us, 
© or if there were many of them, the 
© Preſſure, being thereby augmented, 
© would raiſe the Tides too high, 
; 6 an 
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* and the Farth would be every Mo- 
© ment overflow'd by Deluges. If 
© there was no Moon, or if it was 
© leſs, or at a greater Diſtance, the 
Ocean would ſoon become a Maſs 
* of ſtagnated Waters; and its peſti- 
ferous Exhalations, diffuſing them» 
© ſelves. every where, would deſtroy 
Plants, Beaſts, and Men, Av 
length they came to diſcourſe of that 
Sovereign Power, which has diſpos d 
all the Parts of the Univerſe with for 
much Symmetry and Art. 


After ſome Days failing, the Veſ- 
ſel enter d the Saronic Gulph, and 
ſoon arrived at Eflidaurus, from 
whence the Prince made haſte to get 
to Sparta. Fr 


This famousCiry was of a circular 
Form, and reſembled a Camp. 
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It was fituated- in a wild and 
barren Valley; the Eurotas flow d 
through it, and often laid waſte 
the whole Country by its Inunda- 
tions. This Valley was hemm'd in on 
one fide by inacceſſible Mountains, 
and on the other by little Hills, 
which were ftord, not with thoſe 
Riches which are the Beauties'of Na- 
ture, but with every thing that is 
neceſſary to ſupply Mens Wants. 
The Situation of the Country had 
contributed very much to the Warlike 
and Savage Genius of its Inhabitants. 
As Cyrus enter d the City, he beheld 
only plain and uniform Buildings, 
very different from the ſtately Palaces 
he had ſeen in Egypt. Every thing 
ſill ſpoke the primitive Simplicity -of 
the Spartans. But their Manners 
were upon the Point of being cor- 
rupted under the Reign of Ariſton 
and Anaxandrides, if Chilo, one of 
W | the 
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the Seven Sages of Greece, had not 
prev ented it. | 


Thoſe two Kings, of the antient 
Race of the Herachdes, ſhar'd the 
Sovereign Power between them. 
One govern'd the State, the other 
commanded the Troops. | 


Ariſton being naturall cious, 
Eble, and — 4 — 
Confidence in all thoſe who were 
about him. Anaxandrides was of a 
quite contrary Character, dark, ſuſpi- 


cious, and diſtruſtful. 


Prytanis, the Favourite of Ariſton, 
had been debauch'd in his Youth by 
converſing with ill Women at Athens. 
As he bal a great deal of pleaſant 
Wit, he had the Secret of making even 
his Faults agreeable. He knew how to 


ſuit himſelf to all Taſtes, and to 


ſpeak the Language of all Characters. 
He was ſober with the Spartans, 
polite 
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polite with the Athenians, he drank 
with the T hractans, and reaſon' d 
with the Egyptians. He pur on all 


Shapes by turns; not to deceive (for 


he was not wicked) but to gratify his 
prevailing Paſſion, which was the 
Deſire of Pleaſing, and of being che 
Idol of Men. Ina Word, he was a 
Compound of whatever is moſt agree- 
able and irregular. Ariſton lov'd him, 
and was entirely govern'd by him. 


This Favourite led his Maſter into 
all Sorts of Voluptuouſneſs. The 
Spartans began to grow effeminate. 
The wiſe Laws of Lycurgus were 
violated with Impunity. The King 
beſtow'd his Favours without Diſtin- 
ion or Diſcernment. 


Anaxandrides-obſerv'd a quite dif- 
ferent Conduct, but equally ruinous 
to the State. As he knew not how 
to diſtinguiſh ſincere and honeſt 
Hearts, he. believ'd all Men * 

8 oo | * 
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and that the Good. only added Hy- 
pocriſy to their hidden Malice. He 
entertain d Suſpicions of the beſt Of- 
ficers of his Army, and eſpecially of 
Leonidas, the principal and moſt able 
of his Generals, a Man of ſtrict Pro- 
bity, and diſtinguiſhd Bravery. 
Leonidas lov d Virtue ſincerely, but 
had not enough of it to bear with 
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the Faults of others. He deſpis d 


Men too much, and was regardleſs 
both of their Praiſes and Favours. 
He humour d neither Princes, nor 
their Courtiers. His Hatred of Vice 
render d his Manners fierce and ſavage, 
like thoſe of the firſt Spartans. He 
look'd for Perfection in every thing ; 
and as he never found it, he had no 
intimate Friendſhip with any Perſon. 
No body lov'd him, but all fear d 
him, and all eſteem'd him upon. Ac- 
count of his great Qualities. In a 
Word, he was an Abridgment of all 
thoſe Virtues which make Men molt 


andrides 


reſpected, and moſt avoided. Anax- 
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0 


andrides grew weary of him, and to 

baniſh'd him. Thus did this Prince 

weaken the Strength of Sparta, while 
pred 


Ariſton corru 


his Manners, 


Chilo, who had educated the two 


young Princes, went and ſpoke to 
them in the following Manner : 


5 
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My Age, my long Services, and 
the Care I have taken of your Edu- 
cation, give me a Right to ſpeak 
to you with Freedom. You both 
ruin yourſelves by contrary Faults. 
Ariſton expoſes himſelf to be often 
deceivd by flattering Favourites ; 
and you, Anaxandrides, expoſe 
yourſelf to the Misfortune of never 


* having a true Friend. 


© To treat Men always with the 
utmoſt Rigour they deſerve, is 
Brutality, and not Juſtice : But, on 
the other hand, too general a 
Goodneſs, which knows not how 
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© to reward Merit with Diſtinction, 
js not a Virtue, but a Weakneſs. It 


frequently produces as great Miſ- | 


© chiefs as Malice itſelf. 


As for you, Anaxandrides, your 
* Diſtruſt does more Hurt to the State, 
than the too eaſy Goodneſs of 
* Ariſton. Why do you entertain 
a Diffidence of Men upon bare Sur- 
miſes, when their Talents and 
Capacities have render d them ne- 
N — as to you? When a Prince has 
d once honour'd a Miniſter with his 
Confidence, for good Reaſons, he 
' ought never to withdraw it, with- 
* out manifeſt Proofs of Perfidiouſ- 
neſs. It is impoſſible for him to do 
every thing himſelf, and he muſt” 
therefore have the Courage to hazard 
ſometimes the being deceiv'd, ra- 
ther than mils the Opportunities 


ES © - _ 


to make a wile Uſe of Men, 
without yielding himſelf up to them 
Vor. I. P © blindly 


ow 


of acting. He ſhould know how | 
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* blindly like Ariſton. There is a 


© Medium between an exceſſive Dif- 
* fdence, and too univerſal a Confi. 
© dence. You muſt both correct your- 
* ſelves; otherwiſe, your Govern- 
ment will not long ſubſiſt. 


Reflection and Experience rectify d 
by 2 the Faults of Ariſton, 
and he diſtnis'd Prytanis; but the 
moroſe Temper of Anaxandrides 
could be corrected only by Misfor- 
tunes. Being often defeated in his 
Wars with the Athenians, he found 
the Neceſlity of recalling Leonidas. 


Cyrus made himſelf known to the 
young Kings, who receiv'd him with 
greater Humanity than was uſual for 
the Spartans to ſhew to Strangers. 
The ſavage Manners of this Nation 
began to be ſoftned. | 


\ 


Chilo was then one of the Ephori. 
He had acquir d by his Wiſdom great 
| | Credit 
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Credit with the Kings, the Senate, 
and the People; and was look'd 
upon as a ſecond Lycurgus, without 
whom nothing was done at Lace- 
daemon. 


To give Cyrus a living Repreſen- 
tation of their Laws, Manners, and 
Form of Government, he firſt led 
him to the Council of Senators, in- 
ſtituted by Lycurgus. 


* Before that Legiſlator's Time, the 
1d Kings of Sparta had been abſolute. But 
Eurytion, one of thole Kings, having 
yielded ſome Part of his Prerogatives 
ne to pleaſe the People, a Republican 
th Party was thereupon form'd, which 
or became audacious and turbulent. 
s. The Kings would have reſum'd their 
nf] antient Authority, but the People 
would not ſuffer it; and this con- 
tinual Struggle between oppoſite 
i. Powers rent the State to pieces. 


at * See Plut. Life of Lycurgus, * 
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To eſtabliſh an even Ballance of 
the Kings and Peoples Power, which 
lean'd alternately to Tyranny and 
Anarchy, Lycurgus inſtituted a Coun- 
cil of Twenty eight Senators; whoſe 
Authority being in a Mean betwixt 
the two Extremes, deliver d Sparta 
from its domeſtick Diſſentions. 
Thirty Years after him, T heo- 
pompus having oblerv'd, that what 
had been reſolvd by the Kings 
and their Council, was not always 
agreeable to the Multitude, eſtabliſh'd 
certain annual Magiſtrates, call'd 
Ephori, who were choſen by the 


People, and confented in their 
Name to whatever was deter- 
min d by the King and Senate. 


Fach private Man look'd upon theſe 
unanimous Reſolutions as made by 
himſelf. And in this Union of the 
Head with the Members, conſiſted 
the Life of the Body Politick at 


Marta. 


Cyrus 
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Cyrus law the two Kings fitting in 
their ſupreme Council, which was 
held in a Hall hung with Matt, that 
the Magnificence of the Place might 
not divert the Senators Attention. 
This Council of about forty Perſons, 
was not liable to the Tumult and 
Confuſion which frequently reign'd in 
the Conſultations of the People ar 
Athens. 


After Lycurgus had regulated the 
Form of the Government, he gave 
the Spartans ſuch Laws as were pro- 
per to prevent the Diſorders occaſion d 
by Avarice, Ambition, and Love. 


In order to expel Luxury and 
Envy from Sparta, he reſolvd to 
baniſh for ever, both Riches and 
Poverty, He perſuaded his Country- 
men to make an equal Diſtribution 
of all their Wealth, and of all their 
Lands; decry'd the Uſe of Gold and 

1 Silver, 
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Silver, and ordain'd that they ſhould 
have only Iron Money, which was 
not current in foreign Countries. He 
choſe rather to deprive the Spartans 
of the Advantages of Commerce with 
their Neighbours, than to expoſe 
them ro the Misfortune of bringing 
home from other Nations, thoſe In- 
ſtruments of Luxury which might 
corrupt them. 


To prevent the Ambition of 
private Men, and to fix and ſtrengthen 


an Equality, among the Citizens, they 


ate together in Publick Halls, but 
ſeparate. Each Company had Li- 
berty to chooſe its own Gueſts. No 
one was admitted there but with the 
Conſent of all; to the End, that 


Peace might not be difturb'd by Dit- 


ference of Humours ; a neceſſary Pre- 
caution for Men naturally fierce and 
warlike. 


Cyrus 
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Cyrus went. into theſe Publick 
Halls, where the Men were ſeated 
without any Diſtinction but that of 
their Age. They were ſurrounded 
by Children, who waited on them. 
Their Temperance and Auſterity of 
Life was ſo great, that other Nations 
uſed to ſay, It was better to die, 
than to live like the Spartans. During 
the Repaſt, they diſcours d together 
on grave and ſerious Matters; the 
(ntereſts of their Country, the Laws 
of Sparta, the Lives of the Great 
Men, the Difference of a good and 
bad Citizen, and of whatever might 
form Youth to the Taſte of military 
Virtues. Their Diſcourſe contain'd 
much Senſe in few Words; for which 
Reaſon the Laconick Style has been 
admir'd in all Nations. By imitating 
the Rapidity of Thought, it gave the 
Pleaſure of hearing all in a Moment, 
and of diſcovering a profound Mean- 
ing which was unexpreſs d. The 

P 4 graceful, 
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graceful, fine and delicate Turns of 
the Athenians were unknown at 
Lacedemon. The Spartans were for 
Strength in the Mind as well as in 
the Body. 


Upon a Solemn Feſtival, Cyrus and 
Araſpes deſir d to be preſent at the Aſ- 
ſemblies of the young Lacedæmonians 
which were held within a large In- 
cloſure, ſurrounded with diverſe Seats 


of Turf rais d one above another, in 


Form of an Amphitheatre. There 
they beheld young Girls, almoſt naked, 
contending with Boys in Running, 
Wreſtling, Dancing, and all Sorts of 
laborious Exerciſes. The Boys were 
not permitted to marry any but ſuch 
as they had vanquiſh'd at theſe 


Games, 


Cyrus was ſhock'd to ſee the 
Liberty, which reign'd in theſe Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, between Perſons of 
different Sexes; and could not 
forbear repreſenting it to Chvlo. 
* Ragan bh | There 
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© There! ſeems, ſaid he, to be a 


© great Inconſiſtency in the Laws of 


* Lycurgus. His Aim was to have 
da Republick only of Warriors, 
* inur'd to all Sorts of Labours; yet 
© nevertheleſs, he has not been afraid 
* to expoſe them to Senſuality, which 
* may weaken their Courage. | 


* The Deſign of Lycurgus in 
* eſtabliſhing theſe Feſtivals, reply d 
* Chilo, was to preſerve and per- 
* petuate military Virtue in his Re- 
* publick. That great Law-giver 
had a profound Knowledge of 
© human Nature. He knew what 
© Influence the Inclinations and Diſ- 
* poſitions of Mothers have upon 
© their Children. His Deſign was to 
© make the Hartan Women Heroines, 
that they might bring the Repub- 
lick none but Heroes. 


© Beſides, continued Chilo, groſs 
© Senſuality and delicate Love are 
* equally 
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© equally unknown at Laced mon. 


©*11s only in theſe publick Feſtivals, 
© which are ſeldom celebrated, that 
* che Familiarity, which ſo much of- 
© fends you, is allow'd. At all 
* other Times the Women are very 
© reſerv'd. Nay, it is not permitted, 
* according to our Laws, for new- 
* marry d Perſons to ſee one another 
© often in private. And thus our 
© Youth are accuſtom'd to Tempe- 
* rance and Moderation, even in the 
© moſt lawful Pleaſures. 


On the other Hand, Love 
© and Inclination have little Share 
in our Marriages; ſo that ſtollen 
* Amours and Jealouſy are baniſh- 
* ed from Sparta. Husbands, who 
© are ſick, or advanc'd in Years, lend 
© ther Wives to others, and after- 
* wards take them again without 
* Scruple. Wives look upon them- 
* ſelves as belonging to the State 
* more than to their Husbands. 


© The 
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on. The Children are educated in com- 
Is, mon, and often without knowing 
dat any other Mother than the Repub- 
- lick, or any other Fathers than the 
all Senators. 


d, Here Cyrus, ſtruck with a lively 
Remembrance of Caſſandana, and of 
er ¶ the pure Pleaſures of their mutual 
Love, figh'd within himſelf, and felt 
an Abhorrence of theſe odious Ma- 
xims. He deſpis d Effeminacy, but 
he could not reliſh the Spartan 
Roughneſs, which ſacrific d the ſweet- 
eſt Charms of Society to Ambition, 
and knew not how toreconcile military 
Virtues with tender Paſſions. How- 
ever, as he was ſenſible that Chilo 
would little underſtand what he 
meant by ſuch Sentiments, he con- 


rented himſelf with ſaying, 


© Paternal Love ſeems to me a 


Source of great Advantages to a 


© State, - Fathers take more Care of 
the 
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the Education of their Children, 
and this Education obliges Chil- 
© dren to Gratitude. Theſe are the 
* original Bands of Society. Our 
Country is but the Union of many 
Families. If Family - Love be 
* weaken'd, what will become of 
the Love of one's Country, which 
depends upon it? Ought we not to 
© be afraid of ſuch Eſtabliſhments as 
* deſtroy Nature, under Pretence of 
* improving "+ 


The Spartans, anfwer'd Chil, 
* all conſtiture but one Family, 
* Lycurgus had experienc'd, that 
Fathers are often unworthy, and 
Children _—_— that both are 
* wanting to their reciprocal Duties ; 
© and he therefore truſted the Educa- 
© tion of the Children to a Number 
* of old Men, who, conſidering them- 
* ſelves as the common Fathers, have 
* an, equal Care of all. ; 


In 
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In reality, great Care was taken of 
the Education of Children at Sparta. 
They were chiefly taught to obey, 
to undergo Labour, to conquer in 
Combats, and to face Pain and Death 
with Courage. They went with 
their Heads and Feet naked, lay up- 
on Ruſhes, and ate very littlez and 
this little they were obliged to procure 
by Dexterity, in the publick Banquet- 
ing Rooms. Not that the Spartans 
authorized Thefts and Robberies; for 
as all was in common in this Repub- 
lick, thoſe Vices could have no 
Place there : Bur the Deſign was 
to accuſtom Children, who were de- 
ſtin d for War, to ſurprize the Vigi- 
lance of thoſe who watch'd over 
them, and to expoſe themſelves cou- 
rageoul]y to the Crack Puniſhments, 
in caſe they fail d of that Dexterity 
which was exacted of them. 


Lycurgus had remark'd, that ſub- 
tile Speculacions, and all the Refine- 


ments 
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ments of Science, ſerv'd often only 
to ſpoil the Underſtanding, and cor- 
rupt the Heart; for which Reaſon he 
made little Account of them. No- 
thing, however, was neglected, to 
ies 4 in Children the Taſte of 

ure Reaſon, and to give them a 
Strength of Judgment; bur all Kinds 
of Studies, which were not ſer— 
viceable togood Manners, were look'd 
upon as uſeleſs and dangerous Occu- 
pations. The Spartans were of Opi- 
nion, that in the preſent State of 
human Nature, Man is form'd ra- 
ther for Action than Knowledge, and 
better qualify d for Society than Con- 


templation. 


Cyrus, after this, went to the 
Gymnaſes, where the Youth did their 


Exerciſes. It was Lycurgus who re- 


new'd the Olympick Games, inſtitu- 
ted by Hercules, and who dictated 
to Iphitus the Statutes and Ceremo- 
nies to be obſerved in them. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Games came, by Degrees, 
to be celebrated through all Greece. 
Religion, warlike Genius, and Policy 
to united to render them univerſal. 
of They ſerv'd, not only to do Ho- 
| 2 nour to the Gods, to celebrate the 
ds Virtues of Heroes, to prepare the 
. Body for the Fatigues of a military 
CHE Life; but alſo to draw together from 
u: Time to Time, in the Gene Place, 
and unite by common Sacrifices, di- 
verſe Nations, whoſe Strength was in 
their Union. | 


The Spartans employ'd themſelves 
in no ſort of Labour but theſe Exer- 
ciſes. The Helots, who were their 
ll Slaves, manur d their Lands, and 
er were the only Mechanicks among 
e · them: For they eſteem d it a vile Thing 
u- to be employ d about what regarded 
ed only a Proviſion for the Body. 


Cyrus 
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* Gs * — 


The Travels of Crxus. 


Cyrus having learnt this Maxim 
of the r LEAK A ſaid to 
Chilo, Agriculture and the Arts, 
* ſeem to me abſolutely neceſſary, 
© to preſerve a People from Idle- 
* neſs, which begets Diſcord, Effe- 
* minacy, and all the Evils deſtruc- 
© tive of Society. Lycurgus ſeems 


© to depart a little roo much from 


© Nature in all his Laws. 


The Tranquillity and ſweet 
* Leiſure of a rural Life, reply d 
* Chilo, were thought by Lycurgus 
to be contrary to a warlike Genius. 
* Beſides, the Spartans are never 
* idle; they are continually employ'd 
* in all thoſe Exerciſes, that are Images 
* of War; in marching, encamping, 
* ranging Armies in Order of Battle, 
© defending, attacking, building, and 
© deſtroying Fortreſſes. 


C By 


h „By this Means: a noble Emuila- 
to tion is Rept: up in their Minds 
s, wirhout BHmity; and the De- 
Y, ſired of Cordqueſt,. preſerved ich- 
e- out ſhedding Blood. Every Ole 
e- diſputes | the Pre with Ardour, 
and the V ih d take: a Pride in 
1s crowning; the Victors. The Plea- 

n lures which accompany, theſe, Ex- 
' erciſes, make them forget the Fa- 
tigue; and this Fatigue prevents 
their Courage from ſuffering any 
Prejudice in Times of Peace. 


This Diſcourſe rais d in Cyrus a 
Curioſity to know the military Diſ- 
cipline of the Spartans, and he ſigni- 
tyd it to Chilo. The next Day the 
Kings of Sparta order d Leonidas to 
aſſemble the Laredæmonian Troops in 
a ſpacious Plain near the City, that 
they might paſs in Review before 
Cyrus, and let him ſee the Exerciſe 
In uſe among the Greeks, | 


Vor. I. Q 
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Leonidas appear d in a miilitaryſ* Be 
Dreſs His Cask was adorn d With ar. 
three Birds, of which that in th. 
Middle was the Creſt. U 
Cuiraſs was the Head of Rae 61 
All the Attributes of che God Man 
were repreſented u his — | 
which was a — and he þ 
in his Hand a Staff of — 


* yrus and Araſpis, bring m mount. 

n two proud Steeds, rode o 

of 2 * e City Ach the Spartan Gene 
ral, who knowing how fond the 
Prince was of Inſtruction, entertain 
him in the _ aker the ny 


Manner : 


8 3 18 r levi 
© Republicks, each of which main- 
tains an Army in Proportion to id 
Extent. We do not affect to bring 

rodigious Armies into the Field Ex 
50 A5 Aſiaticts, but to have in 
8 well By 
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c well-diſciplin'd Trodps. Numerous 


aryl Bodies are difficult ro manage, and 
vithſl © are too expenſive to. a- State. Our 
the in variable Rule is to encamp ſo, 
ah chat we may never be oblig d to 
aa fight againſt our Will. A. ſmall 
lan Army, well practis d in War, may, 
ag by entrenching itſelf, oblige a very 
* numerous one to diſperſe its Troops, 
Which would otherwiſe ſoon be de- 
* ſtroy'd for Want of Proviſions. 
97 vide vl baiinemrnod „i 
* When the common Cauſe of 
© Greece is to be defended, all theſe 
* ſeparate Bodies unite, and thenand 
* State dares attack us. At Lacedæmon 
Vall the Citizens are Soldiers. In the 
' other Republicks, all ſorts of Peo- 
* ple are not promiſcuoufly admitted 
rag into the Soldiery, but the beſt Men 
in · are choſen out for the Army, ſuch as 
in are bold, robuſt, in the Flower of 
ng their Age, and inur d to laborious 
d Exerciſes. The Qualities- requit d 
ve in their Leaders are Birth, Intrepi- 
N 22 * dity, 
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* dity, Temp&rance and Experience, 
© They are obliged to pals thro the 
* moſt rigid Tryals, before they can 
© be raisd to a Command. They 
< muſt have given ſignal Proofs. d 
© all the different Sorts of Courage 
© by enterprizing, executing, and 
© above all by ſhewing themſelve 
© ſuperior to the , moſt adverk 
Fortune. By this Means | jcact 
© Republick has always a regular Mi- 
© Itia, commanded by able Officers; 
Soldiers -accuſtom'd to Fatigue 
© Armies, not numerous, but in vin 
£-cible. - 
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Life. They are the only People in 
the World to whom War is a kind 
of Repoſe. We then enjoy all 
thoſe Pleaſures which are forbidden 
us in Time of Peace. ey V 
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Upon a Day of Battle we diſ- 

* poſe our nope in ſuch a Man- 

* ner, that they do not all fight at 
* once, like the Egyptians, but ſuc- 
* ceed and ſupport one another, with- 
* out Confuſion or Diſorder. We 
* never draw up our Men in the 
* ſame Manner as the Enemy; and 
we always place our braveſt Sol- 
diers in the Wings, that they may 
extend themſelves, and encloſe the 
oppoſite Army. 


When the Enemy is routed, Ly- 
© curgus has forbidden us either to kill 
gor to purſue, We exerciſe all Acts of 
* Clemency towards the Vanquiſh'd, 
not only out of Humanity, but 
* Policy ; for hereby we render our 
Enemies leſs fierce, while they 
fight only from a Motive of Glory, 
and not of Deſpair.” 
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While Leonidas was ſpeaking, they 
on[27iv'din the Plain, where the Troops 
. 23 were 
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were aſſembled, and he made them 
paſs before Cyrus. They were di- 
vided into diverſe Bodies of Horſe 
and Foot. At their Head were the 
Polemarchi, and the Commanders of 
the ſeveral Corps. They all march 
with the Sound of Flutes, their Heads 
crown'd with Flowers, and ſinging 
the Hymn of Caſtor. They were 
cloath'd in Red, that in the Heat 0 
Action the Sight of their own Blood 
might not terrify them, or alarm their 
Companions, * 


Leonidas gives the Word, and im- 
mediately the Troops halt. Upon 
the leaſt Signal of their Commanders, 
the different Cohorts unite, ſeparate, 
mix, extend themſelves, double, re- 
double, open, cloſe, and'range them- 
ſelves, by various Evolutions and 
Windings, into perfe& Squares, ob- 
long Squares, Lozenges, and Trian- 


Or1O1 
vering 
Buck 
gradi 


* A Remark of Aliauis, 159 5 
| gular 


The Twayers Cyrus: 
ular Figures, to open the Ranks of 
he Enemy. oft e 


After this, the Army forming in 
wo ſeparate Bodies, prepares for Bat- 
le, with their Pikes ported. Each 
Phalanx advances in cloſe Order, 
Buckler join d to Buckler, Helmet to 


in 

4 elmet, Man to Man. They attack, 
mx, fight, break through each others 
zodManks, till, after a ſtout Reſiſtance, 


ne Party proves victorious, and 
orces the Vanquiſhed to ſave them- 
ves in a neighbouring Citadel. 


on The Engines of War, invented for at- 


acking Towns, were not then known 


te, No the Greeks. They diſpoſed their 
e- Nen in a certain Form which they 


n- called the Tortoiſe. 


»-| Leonidas commands; the vic- 
1- Forious Troops draw up, and co- 
vering themſelves with their ſquare 
Bucklers, approach the Fort. Then, 
r eradually bending, form a kind of 
Q4 . ſloping 
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ſloping Roof, impenetrable! to the 
Weapons of the Beſieged. Three 
different Stories, in the hike Figure of 
a Tortoiſe, riſe above each other to 
the very Top of the Walls. Stones, 
Darts, and whatever can offend, are 
ſhowered down upon them like 
a Storm of Hail. So lively is this 
Image of War, that Slaughter ſeems 
to ſpread itſelf every where, At 
length the Beſieged give way, and 
the Beſiegers become Maſters of tht 
Place. | | 


Cyrus, at his Return to Sparta 
reyolvd in his Mind all that he had 
ſeen and heard; formed great Idea 
relating to the Art of War, which 
he reſolvd to improve one Day in 
Perſia ; and thus expreſſed his Judg- 
ment, of the Spartan Government, to 
Avaſpes, when they were alone. 


Ihe Republick of Sparta ſeems 
© to be a. Camp always ſubſiſting, an 
Aſſembly of Warriors always un- 
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© der Arms. How great a Reſpect 
© ſoever I have for Lycurgus, I can- 
© not admire this Form of Govern- 


. 
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ment. Men educated only. for 
War, who have no other Exerciſe, 
Study, or Profeſſion, but to make 
themſelves able and dexterous in 
deſtroying other Men, ought to be 
look d upon as Enemies to Society. 
Good Policy ought to provide, not 
only for the Liberty of each State, 
but for the common Security of all 
the neighbouring ones. To ſet 
ourſelves looſe from the reſt of 
Mankind, to look upon ourſelves 
as made to conquer them, is to arm 
all Nations againſt us. Tis here 
again that Lycurgus has departed 
both from Nature and Juſtice. 
When he accuſtom'd each private 
Citizen ro Frugality, he ſhould 
have taught the whole Nation to 
confine its Ambition. The Spar- 
tan Conduct is like that of a Miſer, 
who is greedy of whatever he has 
| not, 
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© not, while he refuſes himſelf the 
_ © Enjoyment of what he has. 


After Cyrus had chroughly ſtudied 
the Laws, Manners, and Military Art 


of the Spartans, he left Lacedæmon 


ro viſit the other famous Republicks 
of Greece, 


Chilo and Leonidas conducted him 
to the Frontiers of their Country. 


He ſwore an eternal Friendſhip to 


them, and promis d always to maintain 
an Alliance with their Republick; 
and was faithful to his Word; for 
the Perſians had never any War 
with the Greeks, in that Conqueror's 
Time. 


Syrus reſolv'd, before he left Pe- 
hponneſus, to viſit all its principal Ci- 
ties. He went firſt to Argos, then 
ro Mycenz, (where Perſeus, from 
whom the young Hero was deſcend- 
ed, formerly reign'd) then to Sicyon, 


and 
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and at length ſtopt at Corinth, which 
was the moſt flouriſhing Republic 
of Greece, after theſe of Sparta and 
Athens, © 


As he enter'd the Town, he beheld 
all the People in Mourning. Several 
Players upon Flutes marched ar 
the Head of a Funeral Proceſſion, 
and increas'd the publick Sorrow by 
their plaintive Sounds. A Company 
of young Girls bare-footed, their Hair 
diſhevel'd, and cloathed in long 
white Robes, ſurrounded the Bier, 
and melred into Tears when they 
ſung the Praiſes of the Dead. A little 
after follow'd the Soldiers, with a ſlow 
Pace, a forrowful Air, their Pikes 
reversd, and their Eyes upon the 
Ground, At their Head march'd a 
venerable old Man. His noble and 
military Air, his tall and majeſtick 
Stature, and the bitter Grief that was 
painted upon his Face, drew the At- 
tention of Cyrus. The young Prince 
| having 
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having ask'd his Name, underftood 
that it was King Periander, who 
was conducting fis Son Lycophron to 
his Tomb. * 


Cyrus and Araſpes join d them- 
ſelves with the Crowd, which was 


going to a Fortreſs call'd Acrocorin- 
thus. It was built upon the Summit 
of a high Mountain, from whence 
might be ſeen a vaſt Extent of Coun- 
try, together with the Egean and 
Jonian Seas; for which 2 it was 


call'd the Eye of Greecg, 


Being come to the Fortreſs, which 
was the Burial Place of the Kings, 
Periander, firſt of all, pour d Wine, 
Milk, and Honey upon the Body of 
his Son. He then lighted with his 
own Hands the Funeral Pile, upon 
which had been ſtrew'd Incenſe, 
Aromatick Spices, and ſweet Odors. 
He remain d mute, immoveable, 
and with his Eyes drown'd in Tears, 

| while 
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while the devouring Flames con- 


ſumed the Body- After having 
ſprinkled the yet ſmoaking Aſhes with 
perfum'd Liquors, he gathered them 
together into a Golden Urn ; and 
then making a Sign. to the People 
that he was going to ſpeak, he thus 
broke Silence. People of Corinth, 
© the Gods themſelves have taken Care 
to revenge you of my Uſurpation, 
and to deliver you from Slavery: 
* Lycophron is dead. My avhole 
© Race is extinct, and I will reign no 
© longer. Countrymen, reſume your 
Rights and your Liberties. 


As ſoon as he had ſaid theſe Words, 
he order'd all the Aſſembly to retire, 


cut off his Hair to denote his Sorrow, 
and ſhut himſelf up in the Tomb 


with his Son. This Event gave Cy- 


rus a great Deſire to know the Cauſe 
of it, and he received the following 
Account: | | | 


b Corinth 
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Corinth was at firſt g- 
vern d by Kings, but Monkithy 
© being aboliſh Prytanes, or 
* annual Magiſtrates were eſtabliſh'd 
© in their Place. oy. OT 
* Government continu'd for { whole 
Age, and Corinth increafed Daily 
© in Wealth and Splendor; until 
Cypſelus the Father of Periander 
* uſurp'd the Regal Authority. After 
© having reign'd above Thirty Years, 
© his Paſſions being ſatisfy d, he be- 
gan to be troubled with Remorſe. 
© Realon reſum d its Empire, he 
© reflected with Horror upon the 
© Crime he had committed, and re- 
© ſolved to free the Corinthians from 
© their Slavery: but Death prevented 
©him. A little before he expir'd, 
© he call d Periander to him, and 
© made him ſwear to reſtore his 
* Countrymen their Liberty, The 

* The Foundation of this Story is to be found in 
Heros. B. 3. and Diag. Laertius's Life of Periander. 
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© young Prince, .. blinded. by his Am- 
bition, quickly forgot his Oath; 
and this was the. Source of all 
© his Misfortunes.. . n 


The Corinthians ſought to- de- 
thtone him, and roſe in Arms 
* againſt him ſeveral times; but he 
© ſubdu'd the Rebels, and ſtreogrhen'd 
* his Authority more and more. In 
* order to ſecure himſelf againſt theſe 
* popular Inſults, he ſought an: Alli» 


* ance with Me liſſa, Heireſs of Arcadia, 


© and married her. She was the moſt 
© beautiful Princeſs of her Time, of 
* conſuramate Virtue, and great 
* Courage. 


© Several Years after his Marriage, 
* Periander declared War againſt the 
© Coreyreans, and put himſelf at the 


© Head of his Troops. The Corin- 


© thiaus in his Abſence revolted 
* anew. Meliſſa ſhut herſelf up in 
the Fortreſs vigorouſly ſuſtained 

| © the 
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© the Siege of it; and ſent to demand 
© Succour of Procles King of Epi. 
© daurus, who had always ſeem'd a 
* faithful Ally to Periander, 40 


But Prodles, who had long ſorm d 


a Project of extending his Dominion 


over all Greece, took Advantage 
F of this Juncture to ſeize upon 
© Corinth. He conſider d it as a 
City very proper to be the Capital 
© of a great Empire. He came be- 
© fore it with a numerous Army, 
© and took it in a few Days. 


* Meliſſa, who was ignorant of his 


© Deſigns, open'd the Gates of the 


© ' Fortreſs, and receiv d him as her 
© Deliverer, and the Friend of her 
© Husband. Procles ſeeing himſelf 
© Maſter of Corinth, eſtabliſh'd his 
© Reſidence there; and gave Perian- 
© der to underſtand, that he muſt 
content himſelf with reigning at 
* Corcyra, 


* 
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© Cercyra, which that Prince had juſt 


* conquer d. 


© Meliſſa quickly found that Ulur- 


* pation was not the only Crime of 
which Procles was capable. He 
© had entertain'd a violent Paſſion for 
© her, and he try d all Means to ſatisfy 
it. After having in vain employ d 
both Careſſes and Threatnings, he 
inhumanly caus'd her to be ſhut 
* up with her Son Lycophron, in a 
* high Tower, ſituated upon the Bor- 
ders of the Sea. 


© In the mean while, Periander 


vas inform'd of Procles's Treachery, 
* and of his Love for Meliſſa. He 


© was at the ſame time afſur'd, that 


* ſhe had not only favour'd the per- 
* fidious Deſigns of the Tyrant, but 
* that ſhe nerd his Paſſion. 


The King of Corinth liſten d too 
© eaſily to theſe Calamities, Jealouſy 
Vor. I. R t took 
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© took Poſſeſſion of his Heart, and 
© he yielded himſelf up to its Fury. 
He equipp'd a great Fleet, and em- 
© bark' 75 Corinth, before Procle 
could put himſelf in a Poſture 
Defence. He was juſt entring the 
Port when a violent Storm roſe and 
diſpers'd the Ships. Meliſſa kney 
not the Sentiments of Perzander 
and was already bleſſing the God 
for her approaching Deliverance, 
when {he ſaw part of the Flee 
eriſh before her Eyes. The rel 
10 driven on the Coaſt of Africa 
were there caſt away; and tha 
Veſſel only in which Periande 
was, eſcap'd the Fury of the 
Tempeſt. 
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He return'd to Corcyra, where 
he fell into a deep Melancholy. His 
Courage had enabled him to bear uf 
under the Loſs of his Dominions, but 
he could not ſupport the Thought: 
of Meliſſas imagin'd Crime. ka 
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and “ had lov'd her, and ber only; he 
ſunk under the Weight of his Grief 
m- and his Mind was diſturb'd to a 
Degree of Diſtraction. 


* In the mean while Meliſſa, who 
was ſtill ſhut up in the Tower, 
believ'd Periander dead, and wept 
bitterly for him. She ſaw herſelf 
expos d afreſh to the Inſults of a 
barbarous Prince, who had no Hor- 
ror at committing even the greateſt 
Crimes. While ſhe was imploring 
the Help of the Gods, and con- 
juring them to protect her Inno- 
cence ; the Perſon under whoſe 
Charge Procles had left her, — 
touch d with her Misfortunes, enter 

the Priſon, inform'd her that Perian- 
der was living, and offer d to con- 
duct her, with her Son, to Corcyra. 
They all three eſcap d by a ſubter- 
F rancous Paſſage. They travell'd 
all Night thro' By-ways, and in a 
few Days got out of the Territory 
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* of Cormth ; but they wander d. long 
upon the Coaſt of the Aigean Sea. 
before they could | paſs over wi. 
. Corcyra. , 4 

© Procles, mad with Rage an 1 
Deſpair, at the Eſcape of the Queen. 
* contriv'd Means to confirm Periaſ . «, 
der in his Suſpicions, and to gin v 
him Notice, that Meliſſa woul © pu 
very ſoon arrive in the Iſland offi x; 
Corcyra, in order to poiſon him E. 
The unfortunate King of Cori R 


liſten'd with Greedineſs to ever 
* Thing that might inflame his Je < 
© louſy, and redouble his Fury. mi 


© In the mean while, Meliſſa an G3 

© Lycophron arriv'd with their Con yg 
© ductor at Corcyra, and haſten'd i EA 
© ſee Periander. He was not in hi 
palace, but in a gloomy Fore 
© whither he often retir'd to indulge hi 
© Grief. As ſoon as he fees Meliſ 
* at a great Diſtance, Jealouſy anc 
| E, * Fur 
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Fury ſeize his Mind. He runs to- 
© wards her, and ſhe ſtretches out her 
Arms to receive him; but as ſoon as 
© he comes near her, he draws his 
© Dagger and plunges it into her Bo- 
ani ſom. She falls with theſe Words, 
geen, Ah Periander! is it ſo that you re- 
rare ward my Love and my Fidelity ? She 
would have proceeded, but Death 
* putan End to all her Misfortunes ; 
and her Soul flew away to the 
un Ely/an Fields, there to receive the 
iu Recompence of her Virtue. 


© Lycophron ſees his Mother ſwim- 
ming in her Blood; he melts into 
Tears, and cries out, Revenge, juſt 
Gods, revenge the Death of an in- 
nocent Mother, upon a barbarous 
Father, whom Nature forbids me 
to puniſh | This ſaid, he ran 
into the Wood, and would never 
ny ſee his Father more. The faithful 
elf} Corinthian who had accompany d 
ane him to Corcyra, let Periander then 
Fur) R 3 know 


245 


246 


T he TRrAvELS of Crus. 


© know the Innocence and Fidelity of 
© Meliſſa, and all the Miſeries which 
* Procles had made her ſuffer in he: 


5 Impriſonment. 


© The wretched King perceived 
© his Credulity too late; gave wa 
© to his Deſpair, and ſtabb'd himſcl 
with the ſame Poignard ; but th 
Stroke was not mortal. He wa 


A 


going to lift up his Arm a ſecon 
time, but was with- held. He threy 
himſelf upon the Body of Meliſ 
* and often repeated theſe Word: 
© Great Jupiter | complete by t 
* Thunderbolts the Puniſhment whit 
Men hinder me from finiſhing | A 
© Meliſſa ! Melifla ! ought the ten 
© dereſt Love to have concluded th 
* avith the moſt barbarous Cruelty! 
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© As he utter'd theſe Words 


© endeavour'd to tear open his Woun 
© but was hinder'd, and conductq; 


© to his Palace. He continu'd t 
. « refu 


© Troops. 


; © took Procles Priſoner, and facrific'd 
him upon Me/ifa's Tomb. 
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© refuſe all Conſolation, and re- 
h his Friends with Cruelty, 
© tor ſeeking to preſerve a Life which 


© he deteſted. 


© There was no way to calm his 
Mind, but by repreſenting to him 
* that he alone could puniſh the 
Crimes of Procles. This Hope 


quieted him, and he ſuffer d himſelf 


© to be curd. 


© As ſoon as his Health was re- 
* ſtor d, he went among all his Allies, 
© repreſenting his Diſgraces and Af- 
* frontss The T hebans lent him 
He beſieg d Corinth, 


© But Lycophron remain'd ſtill at 
© Corcyra, and refusd to return to 
© Corinth, that he might not fee a 


| © Father, who had murder'd a vir- 
1 tuous Mother, whom he tenderly 


© lovd. 
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lov'd. Periandey dragg'd on the 


reſt of his unhappy Life without 
enjoying his Grandeur. He had 


"© ftabbd a Wife whom he ador'd. 


He lov'd a Son who juſtly hated 
him. At length, he reſolv'd to 
lay down his Royalty, crown his 
Son, and retire into the Iſland of 
Corcyra, there for ever to lament 
his Misfortunes, and expiate, in 
Retirement, the Crimes he had com- 
mitted. In order to execute this 
Deſign, he order d a Veſſel to 
Corcyra, to ferch Lycophron home 
inſtructing the Meſſenger to per- 
ſuade him to return to Corinth, by 
telling him, that his Father would 
ſet him upon the Throne. He 
flatter d himſelf that he ſhould 
pacify the Prince's Hatred by this 
Sacrifice, and was already preparin 
to place the Diadem on his H 
He was impatient for his Arrival, 
and went oſten to the Sea: ſide. 
The Ship at length appear d. Pe- 
* riander 
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riander ran with Eagerneſs to 
embrace kis only Son; but how 
great was his Surprize and Grief, 
when he beheld Lycophron in a 
& Go) or © nb? x + 


© The Corcyreans, groaning under 
the Yoke of Periander, whoſe 
© Cruelties they abhorr d, had revolt- 
© ed z and to extinguiſh for ever the 
* Tyrant's Race, the Son was made 
© the innocent Victim of their En- 
* mity againſt the Father. Theſe 
* barbarous Iſlanders aſſaſſinated the 
* young Prince, and ſent his dead 
Body in the Veſſel; as a Teftimo- 
ny of their eternal Hatred, 


* Periander, ſtruck with this fad 
* Spectacle, enters deeply into him- 


© ſelf, diſcovers the Wrath of Hea- 


© ven, and cries out; I have violated 


© the Oath made to a dying Father. 


© I have refus d to reſtore Liberty to 
© my Countrymen. O Meliſla ! © 
© Lycophron ! 
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* Lycophron ! O wengeful Gods | 
© I have but too well deſerv'd all 
© theſe Calamities which overwhelm 
* me | He then appointed a pom- 
* pous Funeral, and commanded all 
the People to be preſent at it. 


Cyrus, who had been at thoſe Ob- 
ſequies, underſtood, ſome Days after, 
that Periander had orderd two 
Slaves to go by Night to a certain 
Place, and kill the firſt Man they 
ſhould meet, and then throw his 
Body into the Sea, The King went 
thither himſelf, was murder'd, and his 
Body never found, to receive the 
Honours of Burial. . Having given 
himſelf over to a Deſpair beyond 
Example, he reſolv'd to puniſh himſelf 
in this Manner, that his Shade might 
continually wander upon the Banks 
of Styx, and never enter the Abode 


of Heroes. What a dreadful Series 


of Crimes and Misfortunes ! The 


Husband ſtabs his Wife, rebellious 
. Subjects 
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Subjects aſſaſſinate the innocent Soh, 
and the King procures his own Mur- 
der! The vindictive. Juſtice of the 
Gods, after having extinguiſh'd the 
Tyrant's whole Family, purſues him 
beyond the Grave. How dreadful a 


- Spectacle, and how inſtructive a 


Leſſon for Cyrus | 


He made haſte to leave a Place fo 
full of Horror, went to Thebes, and 
ſaw there new Monuments of the 
Misfortunes of Kings. He viſited 


the Tomb of Oedipus and Jocaſta ; 


and learnt the Hiſtory of their un- 
fortunate Race, deliver d up to eter- 
nal Diſcord. Above all, he remark d, 
that this famous City had chang d its 
Form of Government, which was 
become Popular. He had ſeen the 
like Alteration in ſeveral Cities of 
Greece. All thoſe little States had 
been at firſt Monarchical, but by the 
Weakneſs or Corruption of Princes, 


were chang d into Republicks. 
7 Fa THE 
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noble, but ſimple Kind of Archi- 
tecture. Upon the Freezes were re- 

reſented the Labours of Hercules, 
the Exploits of I heſeus, the Birth of 
Pallas, and the Death of Codrus. 
They enter d by a vaſt Portico of 
Pillars of the Ionick Order, into a 
great Gallery adorn d with Paintings, 
Braſs and Marble Statues, and with 
every thing which cou'd engage and 
charm the Sight. 


Cyrus fat down by Piſiſtratus. 
Several Senators and young Athe- 
nians ſeated themſelves round them 


upon rich Carpets. A magnificent 


Repaſt, according to the Mode of 
the Country, was ſerv'd up. The 
moſt delicious Wines were pour d in- 
to Golden Cups, finely wrought ; 
but the Attick Salt, and Athenian 
Politeneſs, which ſeaſon'd the Con- 
verſation of Piſiſtratus, were the 
principal Delicacies of the Entertain- 
ment. During the Regale, the Kin 

entertain 
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entertain d Cyrus with a general Ac- 
count of the Revolutions, which had 
happen d in the State, in his Time; 
of his Exile, Misfortunes, and Re- 


ſtauration, aſter having been twice de- 
thron d. He painted, in the moſt live- 


ly Colours, all the Diſorders of a 
popular Government, that he might 
create an Abhorrence of it. He 
ſeaſon'd his Diſcourſe with hiſtorical 
Remarks, agreeable Deſcriptions, and 
ingenious Turns, which delighted all 


the Aſſembly. 


Thus Pifftratus artfully made uſe 
of the Charms of Converſation, and 


of the Freedom uſual at Banquets, to 


conhrm his Authority, and gain the 
good Will of the Citizens. The Se- 
nators, and young Athenians, who 
heard him, ſeem'd to forget their na- 
tural Averſion to Kings. 


Cyrus perceiv d with Pleaſure, b 
this Example, the Aſcendant whic 
Princes, 
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Princes, by their amiable Qualities, 
may gain over the Hearts of thoſe 
who have the greateſt Averſion to 


Regal Authority. 


The next Day Cyrus ſignify d to 
Piſiſtratus his Impatience to by ac- 
quainted with Heu, whoſe Reputa- 
tion was ſpread over all Afia. 


This Philoſopher, aſter his Travels, 
had refus'd at firſt to return to Athens, 
becauſe Piſiſtratus had cauſed himſelf 
to be declared King. But having 
underſtood with how much Wiſdom 
and Moderation he govern'd, he was 
reconcil'd to him. 


The Sage had choſen kis Habita- 
tion upon AMars- Hill, where was 
held the famous Council of Areopa- 
Ju Piſiſtratus wou d himſelf con- 

uct the young Prince, and preſent 
Athenian Law-giver, 


him to the 

Jon, though in a very advanc d 
2 Age, 
\ 


. 
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Ape, ſtill preſerv'd the Remains of his wall 
lively Chearfulneſs, and thoſe Beauties || the 
of the Mind which never grow old. He || Deę 
embrac'd Cyrus with that affectionate I IIlat 
Tenderneſs which is natural to old the 
Men, when young Perſons ſeek their I the 
Counſels and Converſation, in order loſe 
to learn Wiſdom. Piſiſtratus know. the 
ing that the Princes Deſign in vi- Skie 
firing Solon, was to inform himſelf liev 
—_— of the Athenian Laws, o g 


retir'd, and left them alone. | 


That they might diſcourſe with the whi 
greater Liberty, and more agreeably, cliv 
the Sage conducted him to the Top of | Buil 
the Hill, where they found a delightful and 
Verdure, and ſeated themſelves at the 
the Foot of a great Oak. | its f 


From this Place they beheld the of & 
fertile Plains and craggy Mountains of 2 
Attica, which bounded the View on EA 

one Side with an agreeable Mixture I res 
of every Thing moſt ſmiling and WW 
wile 
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wild in Nature: On the other Side, 
the Saronic Gulph, widening by 
Degrees, open'd a Proſpect of ſeveral 
Iſlands which ſeem d to float upon 
the Waves. At a greater Diſtance 
the riſing Coaſts of Argolis ſeem d to 
loſe themſelves in the Clouds, while 
the Sea, which appear d to touch the 
Skies, terminated the View, and re- 
liev'd the Eye, weary with ſurveying 
ſo great a Variety of Objects. 


Below, was the City of Athens, 
which extended itſelf upon the De- 
clivity of a Hill. The numerous 
Buildings roſe one above another, 
and their different Structure ſhew'd 
the different Ages of the Republick; 
its firſt Simplicity in the heroick Ages, 
and its riſing Magnificence in the Time 
of Solon. In one Part might be ſeen 


2 with ſacred Groves, mag- 


Fihcent Palaces with Gardens, and a 
great Number of ſtately Houſes of a 


regular Architecture. In another a 
01. J. 833 great 


\| 
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reat many Towers, high Walls, and 
Free irregular Buildings, which diſ- 
cover d the warlike and ruſtick Taſte 
of antient Times. The River Ilifus, 
which flow'd near the City, and 
winded through the Meadows, added 
a thouſand natural Beauties to thoſe 
of Art. 


It was in this agreeable Place that 
Cyrus deſir d Solon to give him an 
Idea of the State of Greece, and par- 
ticularly of Athens. He thought it 
would pleaſe the old Man, to Prniſh 
him with an Opportunity of recount- 
ing the Services he had done his 
Country; and the wiſe Lawgiver 


ſatisfy d his Curioſity in the following 
manner: 


All the Grecian Families are de- 
ſcended from Hellen Son of Deu- 
* calion, whoſe three Children gave 
© their Names to the three Sorts of 
© Greeks; Molians, Dorians, and 
* Jomans. Theſe People built them- 

| « ſelves 


= .. 
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ſelves ſeveral Cities, and from thoſe 
Cities came Hercules, Theſeus, 
Minos, and all thoſe firſt Heroes, to 


whom Divine Honours are given, in 


order to ſhew that Virtue can be 


rewarded only in Heaven. 


* Egypt firſt inſpir d the Greeks, 
with a Taſte for Arts and Sciences, 


initiated them into her Myſteries, 
and gave them both Gods and 


Laws. Greece being thus civiliz d, 


form'd itſelf by Degrees into ſeveral 
Republicks. The ſupreme Council 
of the Amphiftyones, compos d of 
the Deputies of the principal Cities, 
united them all in the ſame View, 
which was, to preſerve Indepen- 
dance Abroad, and Union at 
Home. 


This excellent Conduct kept 
them clear of an unbridled Licen- 
tiouſneſs, and inſpird them with 


the Love of a Liberty regulated by 
8 2 © Laws. 
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* Temperance, 
and Reaſon ſtript of all Orna- 
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Laws. But theſe pure Maxims 
did not always ſubſiſt. Every 
Thing degenerares among- Men. 
Wiſdom and Virtue have their 
Viciſſitudes in the Body Politick, 
as Health and Strength have in the 


Nuatural. 


Among all theſe Republicks, 
Athens and Lacedæmon are with- 
out Compariſon the Principal. The 
Character of Athens is graceful Wit, 
refin'd Politeneſs, all the amiable 
and converſable Virtues. That 
of the Spartans is Magnanimity, 
military Virtue, 


ment. The Athemans love the 


Sciences and Pleaſures : Their ers 
Propenſity is to Voluptuouſneſs. 


The Life of the Spartans is labo- 
rious and auſtere ; all their Paſſions 
have a Turn to Ambition, From 
the different Genius of theſe Nations 
have procceded the different _— 
an 
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and Revolutions of their Govern- 
N ments. 


“Lycurgus follow d the Auſterity 
© of his natural Temper, and the 
© rugged Genius of his Fellow Citizens, 
© when he reform'd Abuſes at Lace- 
damon. He conſidered the Happi- 
© neſs of his Country as placed in 
Conqueſt and Dominion ; and 


J 


* 
3 


1 ”_ that Plan, form'd all the Laws 
of Sparta, in which you have been 
inſtructed. It was impoſlible for 
me co imitate him. 


| * Athens in the Beginning had 
Kings, but they were ſuch only in 
e © Name. The Genius of this ar a 
was ſo different from that of the 

„ © cedemontans, that it made Royalty 
inſupportable to them. The Power 
«| * of their Kings being almoſt wholly 
1 © confind to the Command of their 
| © Armies, vaniſh'd in time of Peace. 
| © We reckon ten from Cecrops to 
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£ Theſeus, and ſeven from T heſeus 
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to Codrus, who made a Sacrifice of 
himſelf to the Safety of his Country. 
His Children Medon and Nileus, 
diſputed for the Throne. The 
Athenians took this Occaſion to 


aboliſh intirely the Regal Power, 


and declared Jupiter ſole King of 
Athens, a ſpecious Pretext to favour 
Rebellion, and to ſhake off the 
Yoke of all ſettled Authority. 


* In the Place of the Kings, they 
created perperual Governors, under 
the Name of Archons ; but this 
being an Image of Royalty, 
appear d odious. That they might 
not leave ſo much as a Shadow of 
Regal Power, they eſtabliſh'd De- 
cennial Archons ; but their reſtleſs 
Humour was not yet ſatisfy d. 
They reduc'd the Duration of theſe 
Magiſtracies to one Year, that they 
might the oſtner take into their 


own Hands the Supreme Authority, 
© which 
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* which they never transferr'd to their 


. 


Magiſtrates bur with Regret. 


© So limited a Power was but ill 


* qualify'd to keep ſuch reſtleſs Spirits 


c 
0 
c 
c 
0 
0 
0 
0 


within Bounds. Factions, In- 
trigues, and Cabals ſprung up every 
Day. Each Man, with a Book of 
Laws in his Hand, would diſpute 
about the Senſe of them. The 
Men of the moſt lively Imagina- 
tions are commonly the leaſt lid, 
and the moſt apt to create Broils. 
They think every thing due to their 
ſuperficial Talents. Under pretence 
that all Men are bora equal, they 


endeavour to confound all Ranks, 


and preach up a chimerical Equality, 


only that they themſelves may get 
the Aſcendant. 


© The Council of Areopagus, inſti- 
tuted by Cecrops, reverenc'd through- 
out all Greece, and ſo famous for its 


Integrity, that the Gods are ſaid to 
S 4 have 
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have reſpected its Deciſions, had no 
longer any Authority, The People 
* Þ of every Thing in the laſt 
Reſort ; but their Reſolutions were 
not fix d and ſteady, becauſe the 
Multitude is always Humourſome 
and Inconſtant, The ſmalleſt 
Umbrages heightned the Preſump- 
tion, provok'd the Folly, and arm d 
the Fury, of a Multitude corrupted 


© by an exceſſive Liberty. 


* Plur, Life of SWor, 


* Athens continu'd thus a long 
time under an Impoſſibility of 
growing more conſiderable ; happy, 
in being able to preſerve itſelf from 
total Deſtruction, amidſt Diſſen- 
tions which rent it in Pieces. Such 
was the Situation of my Country 
when I undertook to remedy its 
Calamities. | 


* © In my firft Years I had given 
myſelf over to Luxury, Intem- 


perance, 


. „ 
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perance, and all the Paſſions of 
Youth, and was cur'd of them by 
the Love of Science, for which the 
Gods had given me a Taſte from 
my Infancy. I apply d myſelf to 
the Study of Morality and Policy, 
in which I found Charms, which 


* ſoon gave me a Diſguſt for a looſe 
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and diſorderly Life. 


* The Intoxication of my Paſſions 
being diſpell d by ſerious Re- 
flections, I beheld, with Concern, 
the ſad Condition of my Country. 
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I form'd by Degrees a Deſign of 


providing a Remedy, and com- 
municated my Scheme to Piſiſtra- 
tus, who was likewiſe come off 
from the Follies of Youth. 


© You ſee, ſaid J to him, the 
Miſeries which threaten us. An 


* unbridled Licentiouſneſs has taken 


the Place of true Liberty. You 
are deſcended from Cecrops, and I 
| * from 
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from Codrus. We have more 
Right to pretend to the Royal 
Power than any other, but let us 
take care not to aſpire to it. It 
would be a dangerous Exchange of 
Paſſions, to forſake Senſuality, which 
hurts only ourſelves, in order to 
purſue Ambition, which might be 
the Ruin of our Country. Let us 
endeavour to be ſerviceable to it, 


without attempting to bring it under 


our Dominion. 


An Occaſion ſoon preſented to 
facilitate my Projects. The Athe- 
nians choſe me to be Chief of an 
Expedition againſt the Megarians, 
in order to recover from them the 
Iſland of Salamis. I embark d 
with Five hundred Men, made a 
Deſcent upon the Iſland, took the 
City, and drove away the Ene- 
my. They ſtill inſiſted on the 
Juſtice of their Pretenſions, and 
choſe the. Lacedæmonians to be 


© Judges 
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Judges of it. I pleaded the com- 
mon Cauſe, and gain d it. 


Having by theſe Actions acquir d 
an univerſal Reputation, the 
Athenians preſs d me to accept 
of the Royalty; but I refus d 
it, and apply d myſelf to cure 


the publick Evils in Quality of 


Archon. 
* The firſt Source of all thoſe 


Evils, was the exceſſive Power of 
the People. Monarchical Autho- 
rity, moderated by a Senate, was 
the primitive Form of Government 
in all wiſe Nations. I was deſi- 
rous to imitate - Lycurgus in the 
Eſtabliſhment of ir, but was too 
well acquainted with the natural 
Temper of my Countrymen, to 
undertake it. I knew that if they ſut- 
tered themſelves to be ſtripp'd of the 
Sovereign Power, they would ſoon 
take it back again by open Vio- 


2 © lence. 
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© lence. I therefore contented my- 
© ſelf with ſetting Bounds to it. 
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© I was throughly ſenſible, that 
no State can ſubſiſt without ſome 
Subordination. I diſtributed the 
People into four Claſſes, and choſe 
an hundred Men out of each 
Claſs, whom I added to the Council 
of Areopagus. I ſhew'd theſe 
Chiefs, that ſovereign Authority, 
of what Kind ſoever, is but a ne- 
ceſſary Evil, for preventing greater 
Evils; and that it ought only to 
be employ'd to reſtrain Mens Paſ- 
ſions. I repreſented to the People 
the Miſchief they had ſuffer d by 


giving themſelves up to their own 
Fury. By this Means, I diſpos d the 
one, to command with Moderation; 
and the other, to obey with Rea- 
dineſs. 77 


© I cauſed 
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© I cauſed thoſe to be puniſh'd ſe- 
verely, whotaught, T hat all Men are 
born equal ; that Merit only ought 
to regulate Ranks ; and that the 


greateſt Merit a Man can have 1s 


Wit. I made them ſenſible of the 
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fatal Conſequences of ſuch falſe 


Maxims. 


© I prov to them, that the natu- 
ral Equality, which thoſe Men 
talk'd of, is a Chimera, founded 
upon the Poetical Fables of the 
Companions of Cadmus, and the 
Children of Deucalion; that there 
never was a Time, in which Men 
roſe in that Manner out of the 
Earth, in a State of perfect Man- 


hood; that it was ridiculous to 


offer the Sports of the 1 
for Principles; that ever ſince the 


Golden Age, the Order of Gene- 
ration had made a neceſſary Depen- 


dance and a natural Inequality 


: among 
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* among Men : And laſtly, that 
* ternal Authority had — the l 
Model of all Governments. 


* I made a Law, by which it 


was ordained, 7 hat every Man 
© awho had 


: 2 florid Diſcourſes, and 


the Talent of Talking upon all Sub- 


* Jetts, without going to the Bottom 
© of any Thing, ſhould be incapable 
© of publick Employments. 


Here Cyrus interrupted Solon, and 
© But after all, methinks 


Merit is whar ought to "make the 


Diſtinction amon 
the loweſt Sort of Merit, becauſe 


A 
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Men. Wit 1s 


it is always dangerous when alone : 
But Wiſdom, Virtue, and Valour, 
give a none Right to govern. 
He alone ought to command others, 
who has moſt Wiſdom to over 
what is juſt, moſt Virtue to ad- 
© here 


given no other Proof of 
His good Here, but lively Sallies of 
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here ro it, and moſt Courage to 


, put it in Execution. 
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Merit, reply d Solon, eſſentially 
diſtinguiſhes Men, and ought ſole- 
ly to determine Ranks : Bur Igno- 


rance and Paſſions often hinder us 
from diſcerning it. Self- Love 


makes each Man attribute it to 
himſelf. The moſt Deſerving are 
the moſt Modeſt, and never ſeek 
ro rule. Beſides, that which ap- 
pears to be Virtue, is ſometimes 
nothing bur a deceitful Mask. 


© Diſputes, Diſcord, and Illuſion, 
would be endleſs, if there was not 
ſome Rule more fix'd, certain, and 


"mg than Merit alone, where- 
y to diſtribute Ranks and De- 


grees. 


© Theſe Ranks are regulated in 
{mall Republicks by Election, and 
in great Monarchies by Birth. I 

© confeſs 
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confeſs it is an Evil to grant Dig- 
nities where there is no real Merit, 
but it is an Evil which is neceſſary, 


to prevent greater. Vou ſee here 


the Source of almoſt all political 
Eſtabliſhments, and the Difference 
between Natural and Civil Right. 
The one is always comformable to 
the moſt perfect Juſtice ; the other 
is often unjuſt in the Conſequences, 
but is neceſſary to prevent Confu- 
ſion and Diſorder. 


© Ranks and Dignities are but · the 
Shadows of real Grandeur. The ex- 
ternal Reſpect and Homage, which 
is paid to them, is likewiſe but the 
Shadow of thatEſteem which belongs 
to Virtue alone. Is it not an Inſtance 
of great Wiſdom in the firſt Law- 
givers, to have preſerv d Order in 
Society by eſtabliſhing ſuch Regu- 
lations, that thoſe who have only 
the Shadow of Virtue, are ſatisfy d 
with the Shadow of Eſteem ? N 
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I underſtand you, ſaid Cyrus; 
© Sovereignty and Ranks are neceſſary 
* Evils to keep the Paſſions within 
© Bounds. The lower Sort ought 
© to be content with * the in- 


© ternal Eſteem of Men, by their 
© ſimple and modeſt Virtue ; and 
the Great ſhould be perſuaded that 
* nothing but outward Homage will 
© be — them, unleſs they have true 
Merit. By this Means, the one 
© Sort will not be dejected with their 
© low Condition; nor the other 
pride themſelyes too much, in their 


Grandeur. Men will become ſen- 


© ſible, that Kings are neceſſary; and 
* Kings will not forget, that they are 
Men. Each Man will keep him- 
* ſelf within his own Sphere, and the 
Order of Society will not be di- 
* ſturbd. I ſee clearly the Beauty 


of this Principle, and am very im- 
patient to know your other Laws. 


Vor. I. T . The 
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* The ſecond Source of the 
Miſeries of Athens, ſaid Solon, was 
the exceſſive Riches of ſome, 
and the extreme Poverty, of 
others. This terrible Inequality in 
a popular Government, occaſion d 
eternal Diſorders. I durſt not at- 
tempt to remedy this Diſorder, by 
eſtabliſhing a Community of Goods 
as at Sparta. The Genius of the 
Athenians, which carries them to 
Luxury and Pleaſures, would never 
have ſuffered ſuch an Equality: But 
in order to diminiſh our Evils, I 
aboliſh'd all Debts; I began by 
remitting thoſe which were due to 
me. I enfranchis'd all my Slaves, 
and forbad any one for the furure, 
to pledge his Liberty for what he 


25 


borrow d. 


I never taſted ſo much Pleaſure, 
as in relieving the Miſerable. I 

f for my own Per- 
© ſon, 
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* ſon, and was therefore rich; but 
© Teſteem'd my ſelf poor, becauſe I had 
© nor ſufficient to diſtribute ſomething 
to all the Unfortunate. I ſpread 
© abroad at Athens this uſeful Maxim, 
© That all the Members of the ſame 
© Common-wealth ought to feel and 
* compaſſionate the Miſeries of one 
another, as Parts of the ſame 
Body. 


The third Source of our Miſ- 
© chiefs, was the Multiplicity of 
© Laws, which is as evident a Token 
© of the Corruption of a State, as 
© a Diverſity of Medicines is of the 


© Diſtempers of Bodies. 


Here again I could not imitate 
© Lycurgus. Community of Goods, 
and an Equality of all the Mem- 
* bers of a Republick, render uſe- 
* leſs a great many Laws and Forms, 
* which are abſolutely neceflary, 
where there is an Incqualiny; of 

T 2 Ranks 
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© Ranks and Property. I contented 
my ſelf with aboliſhing all thoſe 
© Laws, which ſerv'd only to exer- 
* ciſe the ſubtle Genius of the So- 
< phiſts, and the Skill of the Law- 
vers; reſerving only a ſmall Num- 
© ber of ſuch as were fimple, ſhort, 
and clear. By this Means I avoid- 
© ed contentious Chicane, that Mon- 
* ſter, produc'd by the idle Subtlety 
of Men, to elude Juſtice. I fixe 
© certain Times for the final Deter- 
© mination of Law-Suits, and or- 
* daind ſevere and diſgraceful Pu- 
* niſhments for the Magiſtrates, who 
* ſhould lengthen them beyond th 
* Bounds preſcrib d. Laſtly, I abo- 
© liſh'd the too ſevere Laws of Draco, 
* which puniſh'd the ſmalleſt Weak- 
© nels, and the greateſt Crime, equally 
with Death, and I proportion d the 
© Puniſhment to the Offence. 2 

The fourth Source of Evils 
was the bad Education of Chil 
elog | 4 © dren 
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The Tzavers of Cryaus. 
©: dren, None but ſuperficial Qua- 
«© lities, Wit, bright Imagination, and 
<:Gallantry, were cultivated in young 
© Perſons. The Heart, Reaſon; no- 
© ble Sentiments, and ſolid Virtues, 
were neglected. The Value, both 
ef Men and Things, was rated 


©, by. Appearances, and not by Rea- 


ty. The. Athenians were ſerious 
© about Trifles; - and leok d upon 
* ſolid Matters as too abſtracted, 


In order to prevent theſe Miſ- 
*:>chiefs; I otdain'dthat the Council of 
© 'Areopagus fhould ſuper- intend the 
Education of Children. I would 


© not have them educated in ſuch 


* Ignorance, as the Spartans, nor 
confin'd, as before, to the Study 


of Eloquence, Poeſy, and thoſe 


Sciences, which ſerve only to adorn 
the Imagination. I would have 
them apply their Thoughts to all 
© thoſe Kinds of Knowledge which 
© help to fortify Reaſon, to habituate 
| S 1 the 
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© che Mind to Attention, and are 


ſerviceable, for acquiring Penetra- 
© tion, and Judgment: The Pro- 
< portion of Numbers, i the. Caleula- 
© tion of the Celeſtial Motions; the 
structure of the Univerſe, the great 
© Art of knowing how to mount up 
to firſt Principles, to deſcend to 
Conſequences, and to open the 
< whole Chain of Truths. 5 
Hen Er N be 

© 'Theſe ſpeculative Sciences never- 

© thelels, ſerve only to exerciſe and 
* cultivate, the Mind, in the Lime-of 
© Youth. The Athenians, in a riper 
| Age, apply themſel ves to the Study 
the Laws, Policy, and Hiſtory; 

to learn the Revolutions of Empires, 
the Cauſes of their Riſe, and the 
Occaſions of their Fall; in a Word, 
to every Thing which may con- 
tribute to the Knowledge of Man, 
and of Men. een 
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The Tz avis of Cyrus, 
The fiſch and laſt Source of our 


Evils was an unbridled Taſte. for 
© Pleaſures. I knew that the Genius 


© of the Athenians required Amuſe- 
ments and publick Shews. I-was 
ſenſible that I could not ſubdue 


© thoſe Republican and untractable 


„Souls, but by making uſe of their 


© Inclination towards Pleaſure, to 


* captivate and inſtruct them. 


* In the publick Shews, I cauſed 
to be; repreſented the fatal Conſe- 


© quences of their: Diſunion, and of 
©all-che Vices prejudicial - to Society. 
By this Means, multitudes of Men, 
© aflembled in the ſame Place, were 
. induced to ſpend whole Hours in 


g hearing Leſſons of a ſublime Mora- 


„hey. They would have been diſ- 
guſted with dry Precepts and cold 


Maxims, and there was no was to 


inſtruct, unite, and correct them, but 
under Pretence of amuſing them. 
14 EY 
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The Txavers of Craus. 


© I ſee very well, faid Cyrus, 


that you have conſulted Nature 
more than Tycurgus has done. 


But on the other Hand, have you 
not been too indulgent to human 
Weakneſs? It ſeems dangerous in a 


Republick, which has always been 
inclin d to Voluptuouſneſs, to en- 


deavour the uniting Men by their 


Taſte «for Pleaſures. 


„ ei 1 could not, reply d Hon, 


change the Nature of my Country- 
men; my Laws are not perfect, but 


are the beſt which they could bear. 


Lycurgus found, in his Spartans, 
a Genius, apt to all heroick Virtues. 
I found, in the Athenians, a Bent 
towards all the Vices, which make 


Men effeminate. I will venture to 
ſay, that the Laws of Sparta, by 
carrying the Virtues to an Extreme, 


transform them into Faults. My 
Laws, on the contrary, tend to 
V render 
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© render even the Weakneſſes of Men 


0 
c 
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0 


uſeful to Society. This is all that 
Policy can do. It does not change 


Mens Hearts; it only reſtrains their 


Paſſions. 


e - 1 <1 1 fs > n ; 
© I thought, «continu'd Sn, to 
have prevented, or remedied, the 
greateſt Part of our Evils, by the 


Eſtabliſhment of theſe Laws; but 


the Reſtleſsneſs of a People, accu- 
ſtom'd to Licentiouſneſs, occaſion d 


me daily Vexations. Some blam d 


my Regulations; others pretended 
not to underſtand them: Some were 
for making Additions to them 3 
others for retrenching them. I per- 
ceiv d then how uſeleſs the moſt 
excellent Laws are, without a 


fix d and ſtable Authority, to put 


them in Execution. How unhappy 


is the Lot of Mortals | By endea- 
vouring to avoid the terrible Evils 


of popular Government, they run 
a Riſque of falling into Slavery : 


By 
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The Txaverrs of Cyrus. 
By flying the Inconveniencies of 
8 * Regal Power, they become ex- 

pos d, by Degrees, to Anarchy. 
The Path of juſt Policy is border'd 
© on both Sides with Precipices | 
* ſighd within my ſelf, I — that 
* as yet I had done nothing, and find- 


* ing Pi iffratus, [ faid to him; ; 


« You ſee all that I "hs done, in 

© order to cure the Diſtempers of the 

© State: My Remedies are all uſe- 
; 4%, for want of a Phyſician to 
© apply tbem. This People is ſo im- 

© patient under a Yoke, that they dread 

* the Authority of Laws, ng even 
* the Empire of Reaſon itſelf Every 
© one: would reform them after his own 

* Faſhion. I am going to abſent my- 
l Ae om 1 Country Ten Tears. I 
ſhall avoi that Means, the 


c pl and Trouble I am daily 
* Expos 'd to, of adding to, . 
* ing, and ſpoiling, the Simplicity of 

Endeavour to * 

Ct e 


* my Lars. 
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The Txavils of Craus. 283 
f | * the Athenians to them in my Ab- 
- | * ſence, and ſuffer no Alteration in 
. © them. I have reſus d to accept the 
d Royalty, which was offer d ne. 
I 8 © A true Legiſlator ought to he diſ- 
t * intereſted. But for you, Piſiſtra- 
- © tus, your military | Virtues qualify 
yon for ſubduing Mens Paſjions, 
* and your natural Humanity will 
; * binder you, from abuſing your Au- 
WW © t#hority. Male the Athenians ſub- 
ject, without being Slaves; and re- 
* ſtrain their Licentiouſneſs, without 
8 *. taking aavay their Liberty. Avoid 
N * the Tal of King, and content your- 
* ſelf with that of Archon. | 


Alfter having taken this Reſolu- 
tion, I travel d into Egypt and Aſia. 
* Pi/iſtratus, in my Abſence, mount- 
ed the Throne, notwithſtanding the 
Averſion of the Athenians to Regal 
© Power. His Addreſs and his Cou- 
* rage rais d him to it, and his Mild- 

nels and Moderation maintain him 
* in 


284 The Txavers. of Crxus. 
© in- it. He diſtinguiſhes himſelf from 
© his' Country-men, chiefly by an ex- 
act Submiſſion to the Laws; and he 
© leads a ſimple Life, without affect- 
ing Pomp. | Beſides, the Athenians 
© reſpect him, as he is deſcended from 
©'Cecrops, and has only reſum'd'the | 
© Authority of his Anceſtors, for the | 
Good of his Country. As for me, | 
I ſpend my Days here in Soli- 
tude, without meddling with the 
Government. I content myſelf with 
preſiding in the Senate of Arcopagus, 

and explaining my Laws, when 
Dany Diſpute ariſes about their Mean- 
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The Prince of Perſia ſaw clearly, 

by'the Diſcourſe of Solon, the Incon- 
veniencies of a popular Government, 
and that deſpotic Power in a Multi- 
tude is more inſupportable, than ab- 
ſolute Authority in a ſingle Perſon. 
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The TxaveLs of Craus. 


Cyrus having inſtructed himſelf in 
the Laws of Solon, and the Govern- 
ment of the Athenians, apply'd him- 
ſelf afterwards to learn their military 
Strength. It conſiſted chiefly in their 
Fleets. Piſiſtratus conducted him 
to Phalerus, a Maritime Town, 
ſituated at the Mouth of the Liſſus. 
This was the ordinary Place of Re- 
treat for the Athenian Ships ; for the 
famous Port Pyræus was made 


afterwards by T hemiſtocles. 


They went down the River, ac- 
company'd by Araſpes, and ſeveral 
Athenians, in a Bark made on Pur- 


poſe. While delightful Muſick 


.charm'd the Ear, and govern'd the 


Motion of the Oars, 1 diſ- 
cours d with the Prince, of the Strength 
of the Athenian Fleet; the Schemes 
he was laying to augment it; the 
Advantages which might be drawn 
from it, for the Security of Greece, 

BE againſt 
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againſt foreign Invaſions ; and laſtly, 
of the Uſefulneſs of Commerce with. 
Regard to the Naval Force. 


* Hitherto, ſaid he, the Athenians 


* haveapply'd their Thoughts rather 


0 
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to grow rich than great; and this 
has been the Source of our Luxury, 
Licentiouſneſs, and popular Diſ- 
cords. Where- ever a People ca 
on Commerce only to increaſe 
their Wealth, the State is no longer 
a Republick, but a Society of Mer- 
chants, who have no other Bond 
of Union, but the Deſire of Gain. 
The generous Love of their Coun- 
try is no longer thought of, and 
they imagine they may renounce it, 
when the publick Good interferes 
with their private Intereſt. 


© T have endeavour d to prevent 
theſe Miſchiefs. Mariners are bred 
up in our Merchant Ships, who are 
ways in a Readineſs to Man our 

e 
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The Travers of Cxxus. 
© Fleets. Theſe Veſſels ſubſiſt by 


their Trade in Time of Peace, and 
are of Service in defending the 
Country, in Time of War. By 
this Means, Commerce contributes, 
not only to enrich the Subject, but 
to augment the Strength of the 
State. The publick Good unites 
with the Intereſt of each private 
subject, and Trade does not in the 


© leaſt diminiſh military Virtue. 


In this Manner Piſiſtratus enter- 
rain d Cyrus, till they arriv'd at 
Phalerns. This Port was in Form 
of a Creſcent : great Chains went 
from one Side to the other, as a Bar- 
rier for the Ships ; while ſeveral 
Towers, at certain Diſtances, ſerv'd 


to defend the Mole. 


Piſiſtratus had prepard a Sea- 
Fight. The Veſſels are already rang d 
in Order, a Foreſt of Maſts forms on 
one Side three Lines of a vaſt length, 


while 
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happen'd under his Reign. , P4ſſtra- 


while an oppoſite Fleet, in Figure of a 
Half-Moon, preſents an oppoſite Fo. 
reſt upon the Water. The heavy 
arm'd Soldiers are plac'd upon the 
Decks, the Bowmen and Slingers at 


the Prow and Poop. 


The Combat laſted ſome Hours, 
to let the Prince fee all the different 
Ways of working a Ship in a Sea- 
fight. As ſoon as it was over, Cyrus 
went down to the Port, to conſider 
the Structure of the Veſſels, and to 
learn the Names and Uſes of all 
their ſeveral Parts. "3 Wh} 


The next Day, Cyrus return'd with 
Pififtratus, in a magnificent Chariot, 
by a Terraſs which ran along the 
Banks of the! River [liſſus. In tht 
Way, he deſir d the King of Athens 
to give him a more particular Ac- 
count, than he had done at firſt, of 
the various Revolutions which had 
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The Travels of Cyrus. 


tus ſatisfy d his Curioſity in the fol- 
lowing Manner: 


© You know that when I firſt 
form d the Deſign of making my 
ſelf King, the State was rent in Pieces 
by oppoſite Factions. Maegacles 
* was the Head of one Party, and 
© Lycurgus led the other. Solon 
* put an End to our Diviſions by his 
* wile Laws, and went ſoon after 


into Afia. 


* In his Abſence, I gaia'd the 
Hearts of the People, and by 
Artifice and Addreſs, obtain d 
Guards for my Perſon. I made 
my ſelf Maſter of the Fortreſs, and 
was proclaim'd King. 


La 
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* In order to engage more 
throughly the Goodwill of the 
People, I ſlighted any Alliance with 
the — of Greece, and marry d 
Ppya, Daughter of a rich Athe- 
You. I. U nian, 
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* nian, of the Pœanean Tribe. Love | 
© united with Policy. Beſides her « 
© ſurprizing Beauty, ſhe had all the « 
© Qualities worthy of a Throne, and 
© all the Virtues of a noble Soul. 
© I had lovd her in my Youth; W« 
but Ambition had diverted my Paſ- I 
ſion. | 


© I govern'd in Peace for ſome WW «©. 
© Years; but at length the Incon- | « 
© ſtancy of the Athenians ſhewd ſW © 
* it ſelf anew. Lycurgus raisd a 
* Murmuring among the People < 


* againſt me, under Pretence that 11. 


{ 
( 
| 
had exhauſted the publick Trea- I « 
* fury, to maintain uſeleſs Fleets; © | 
* and he laid a Plot to take away J 
* my Life. He communicated his 

* Delign to Megacles, who abhorr d 

the Treaſon, and gave me Notice | © 
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© louly 


© of it. 
| | | 
; © I took all poſſible Precautions to « 
| * ayoid falling a Victim to the Jea- « 
| 
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* louſy of Lycurgus. The Traitor 
however found Means to cauſe an 
Inſurrection, and the Fury of the 
© People roſe to ſuch a Height, that 


c 


they ſer Fire to my Palace in the 


Night. I ran to the Appartment 


c 
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of Phya, but ir was already con- 
ſumed by the Flames, and [ had 
but juſt Time enough to fave my 
ſelf, with my Son Hippias. I 
eſcap d in the Dark, and fled to the 
Iſland of Salamis, where I con- 
ceal'd myſelf for two whole Years. 
doubted not but that Phya had 
periſhed in the Flames; and how 
great ſoever my Ambition was, 
her Death affected me infinitely 
more than the Loſs of my Crown. 


© In the mean while Mezacles be- 
came jealous of Lycurgus, and 
their Differences threw the City 
again into the utmoſt Confuſi- 
on. I gave Megacles Notice of 
my Eſcape, my Loſs of Phya, 
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The Travers of Cyrus. 


and the Place of my Retreat. He 
ſent a Propoſal ro me to return to 


Athens, and offer d me his Daugh- 


ter in Marriage. 


In order to engage the Atheni. 
aus to come into our Meaſures, we 
had recourſe to Religion, and cor- 
rupted the Prieſts of Minerva. 
ler the Iſland of Salamis; but 
before I enter d Athens, I ſtopt at 
a Temple, ſome Furlongs from 
the City: There I found Megacles, 
who waited for me, with divers 
Senators, and a Crowd of People. 
Sacrifices were offer d, and the 
Entrails of the Victims examin'd, 
upon which the High. Prieſt declar- 
ed in the Name of the Goddeſs, 
that her City cou d not be happy 
but by reſtoring me; whereupon 


I was crown d with Solemnity. The 


better ro impoſe upon the People, 
Megacles choſe out, from among 


the young Prieſteſſes, her who was of 


© the 
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the moſt Majeſtick Stature. She 
was arm'd like the Daughter of 
Jupiter, the dreadful Ægis was 
upon her Breaſt, and ſhe held in 
her Hand a ſhining Lance; bur her 
Face was veild. I feared myſelf 
with her in a Triumphal Charior, 
and we were conducted to the Ci- 
ty: Trumpeters and Heralds went 
before, and cried with a loud 
Voice, People of Athens, Receive 
Piſiſtratus, 2whom Minerva, reſolv- 
ing to honour above all other Mor- 
tals, brings back to you by her 
Priefteſs. . 


© The Gates of the Town were 
immediately open'd, and we went 
directly to the Fortreſs, where my 
Marriage was to be celebrated. 


The Prieſteſs ſtept down from her 


Chariot, and taking me by the 


Hand, led me into the Inner-Ap- 


partment of the Palace. As ſoon 


as we were alone, {he took off her 


U 3 Veil, 
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Veil, and I perceived that it was 


* Phya. Imagine the Tranſports of 
* my Joy. My Love and my 
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Ambition were both crown d the 
ſame Day. She gave me a brief 
Account of her eſcaping the 
Flames, of the Search ſhe had 
made for me, the Report that had 
been ſpread abroad of my Death, 
and of her retiring to the Temple 
of Minerva. 


* Megacles, ſeeing all his Projects 
diſconcerted, employ'd his Thoughts 
to diſpoſſeſs me again. He perſuaded 
himſelf that I had acted in con- 
cert with Phya to deceive him by 
falſe Hopes. He ſpread a Rumour 
at Athens, that I had corrupted the 
Pontiff, and had employ'd Reli- 
gion to impoſe upon, and abule, the 
People. They roſe in Arms againſt 
me a ſecond Time, and beſieged 
the Fortreſs. Phya, ſeeing the cruel 


Extremities to which I was reduc'd. 
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The Travers of Cyrus. 
and apprehending the Effects I 
might teel of the Fury of an en- 
raged Multitude, found Means to 
eſcape from the Fortreſs, leaving 
behind her this Letter. 


© It were 71 to deprive the 
Athenians of a King, like Piſiſtra- 
tus. He alone can preſerve our 
Country from Deſtruction. I ought 
to ſacrifice my ſelf to its Happineſs; 
and the Goddeſs inſpires me to 
make this Sacrifice, in behalf of her 
Favourite City. 


* This Example of Generolity 


fill'd me with Admiration, over- 


whelm'd me with Sorrow, and re- 


doubled my Love. I made the 


bittereſt Complaints, 


* Ab | too generous, too cruel 


Phya, You undoubtedly deceive 


* yourſelf. The Gods never com- 


mand any thing contrary to Duty; 


U 4 nor 
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nor does Religion cancel Obligations 


* founded upon Virtue. 


© Megacles, being inform'd of 
© Phya's Flight, ſuſpended the Siege, 
and offer d me Peace, upon Con- 
dition, that I wou'd divorce the 
Queen, and marry his Daughter. 
But I reſolv d to ſacrifice my Crown, 
rather than betray my Glory and 
my Love. The Siege was renew'd 
with more Vigour than ever, and 
after long Reſiſtance, I was oblig d 
to yield. I left Atrica, and made 
my Eſcape to Eubœa. | 
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I wander d a great while in that 
Country, till being diſcover'd and 
perſecuted by Megacles, I retir d 
into the Iſland of Naxos. I en- 
ter d into the Temple of Pallas, 
ſituated near the Sea- Coaſt, to pay 
my Devotions to the Protectreſs of 
Athens. Juſt as I had ended my 
Prayer, I perceivd an Urn * | 
the 
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The Txavers of Cyrus. 
the Altar, and going near it, I 
read this Inſcription. Here reft 
the Aſhes of Phya, whoſe Love to Pi- 
ſiſtratus and her Country made her 
a willing Victim to their Happi- 
neſs, | 


© This mournful Spectacle renew d 
all my Sorrows ; yet cou'd I not 


tear my ſelf away from that fatal 


Place. I often went to the Tem- 
ple to bewail my Misfortunes. It 
was my only remaining Conſola- 
tion in this lonely Condition, in 
which I ſuffer d Hunger, Thirſt, 
the Inclemency of the Scaſons, and 
all the Hardſhips of a baniſh'd Man, 
who dares not confide in any Per- 
ſon, nor has any Alylum, but in 
Foreſts among wild Beaſts. 


One Day, while I was plung d 
in the moſt melancholy Reflections, 
and in a profound Silence before 
the Altars, I know not whether in 

"i 
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a Viſion or a divine Dream, but 
the Temple fſeem'd to ſhake, 
and the Top of it to open ; I be- 
held Minerva in the Air, in the 
ſame Form as when ſhe came 
out of the Head of Jupiter, and 
[ heard her pronounce theſe 
Words in a majeſtick and threat- 
ning Tone: It is thus the 
Gag, puniſh thoſe who abuſe Reli- 
gion, by making it ſubſervient to 
their Ambition. My Soul was 
ſeized with a ſacred Horror. The 
Preſence of the Goddeſs confound- 
ed me, and laid open before my 
Eyes all my Crimes. I continu'd 
a great while without Senſe or 
Motion. 
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* From that Time my Heart was 
chang'd. I diſcern d the true Source 
of all my Misfortunes. I deteſted 
thar falſe Policy, which makes uſe 
of Wiles, Artifice, and mean Diſſi- 
mulation, I relolvd to follow 

| © other 
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other Maxims for the future ; to 
employ no Methods, but what were 
noble, juſt and magnanimous; and 
to make it my Endeavour to ren- 
der the Athenians happy, in caſe 
was reſtor d. The Gods were 
appeas d, and delivered me from 
my Exile. 


My Son Hippias engaged the 
Argians, and ſeveral Cities of 
Greece, to aſſiſt me; I went and 
join d him in Attica, I firſt took 
Marathon, and then advanc'd to- 
wards Athens. The Athenians 
came out of the City to give me 
Battle. I ſent ſome Children on 
Horſeback to them, to aſſure them 
that I did not come to invade their 
Liberties, but to reſtore the Laws 
of Solon. This Moderation re- 
mov'd their Fears, they receiv'd me 


with Acclamations of Joy; I aſ- 


cended the Throne a third Time, 


© and 
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© and my Reign has never ſince been 
diſturb d. | 


While Cyras ſtaid at Athens, Pi- 
foftratus and Solon conducted him 
often to the Theatre. Stately Edifi- 
ces, pompous Decorations, and the 
nice Rules, which have been ſince 
obſerved, were not then known. 
Tragedy was not in that Perfection 
to which it was brought by Sophoc les; 
but it anſwer d all the Views of Po- 
licy, for which it was introduc d. 


0 nn — — — — | 1 . 


The Greek Poets, in their Drama- 
tic Performances, uſually repreſented 
the Tyranny of Kings, in order to 
ſtrengthen the Averſion which the 
Athenians had to Royalty: But Pi- 
Aiſtratus directed the Deliverance of 
Andromeda to be acted. The Poet 
had ſcatter d, throughout his Tragedy, 
ſeveral Strokes of Panegyrick, which 
were the more delicate, as they might 
be apply'd, not only to Perſeus, but 


to 
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ro Cyrus, who was deſcended from 
him. After this, Solon led the young 
Prince to Areopagus, to take a 
Repaſt there; which was more frugal 
than that at the Palace of Pifitra- 
tus, but not leſs agreeable. Du- 
ring the Entertainment, Cyrus de- 
f d the old Sage to explain to him 
the Nature, Deſign, and principal 
Parts, of Tragedy, which he did not 
yet underſtand. Solon, who was 
himſelf a Poet, anſwer d: 


The Theatre is a living Picture 
© of the Virtues and Paſſions of Men. 
© Imitation deceives the Mind into a 
© Belief, that the Objects are really 
* preſent, and not repreſented.” 


© You have formerly read our 

© Poet, Homer ; the Drama is only 
an Abridgement of Epic-Poeſy. 
© The one 1s an Action recited, the 
© other an Action repreſented. The 
© one recounts the ſucceſſive Tri- 
* umphs 
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* umphs of Virtue and Courage over 
Vice and Fortune; the other re- 
© preſents the unforeſeen Miſchiefs 
© causd by the Paſſions. The one 
may abound with the Marvellous 
C 
« 
[4 


—_— > 


and Supernatural, becaule it treats 

of heroick Virtues, which the Gods 

alone inſpire; but in the other, 
* where human Paſſions prevail; the 
* Natural muſt be joined with the 
* Surprizing, to ſhew the Effect and 
© Sport of thoſe Paſſions. The heaping 
© Wonders upon Wonders, tranſports 
the Mind beyond the Limits of Na- 
ture, but it only excites Admiration. 
On the contrary, by deſcribing the 
Effects of Virtue and Vice, both 
* without and within us, Man is - 
© brought to ſee and know himſelf ; 
© the Heart is touch d, while the 
Mind is diverted. | 
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The Virtuous, the Uſeful, and 
© the Agreeable; muſt be united, in 
order to reach the Sublime. The 

| * moſt 
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moſt beautiful Flowers, Graces, 
and Paintings, only pleaſe the 
Imagination, without ſatisfying the 
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Heart, or improving the Under- 


ſtanding, Solid Principles, noble 


Sentiments, and various Characters 


muſt be diſpers d throughout, in 
order to diſplay to us, Truth, Vir- 
tue, and Nature. Man muſt be 
repreſented as he is, and as he ap- 
pears; in his native Colours, and 
under his Diſguiſes; that the Picture 
may reſemble the Original, in which 
there is always a Contraſt of Vir- 
tues and Imperfections. Never- 
theleſs it is neceſſary to conform to 
the Weakneſs of Mankind. Too 
much Moralizing diſguſts; too 
much Reaſoning tires. We muſt 
turn Maxims into Action, convey 
noble Sentiments by a ſingle 
Word, and inſtruct rather by the 
Manners of the Hero, than by his 
Diſcourſe. 


© Theſe 


*% $ 


Jo 


1... oY 7 ̃ . To oe 


. - - 


T be Travers of Cyrus. 


© Theſe are the great Rules found- 
ed upon human Nature, and the 
Springs which muſt be put in Mo- 
tion to make Pleaſure ſerviceable 
to Inſtruction. I foreſee that one 
Day theſe Rules may be improv d, 
by introducing into ſuch Entertain: 
ments, all the Arts of Imitation, 
Painting, Muſick, and Dancing, 
as well as Poeſy. Hitherto IJ have 
contented my ſelf with making the 
Theatre a School of Philoſophy, for 
the young Athenians, and uſeful 
to their Education. It argues an 
Ignorance of human Nature, to at- 
tempt to lead it to Wiſdom at once 
by Conſtraint and Severity. Du- 
ring the Sprightlineſs and Fire of 
Youth, there is no fixing the At- 
tention of the Mind, but by amu- 
ſing it. This Age is always upon 
its Guard againſt Precepts ; and 


© it is therefore neceſſary to diſguiſe 


them, under the Form of Pleaſure.” 
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Or comprehended by this the 


great Doſigns, both Political and 
Moral, of the Theatre; and faw 
clearly at the ſame Time, that the 
principal Rules of Tragedy are not 


arbitrary, but taken from Nature. 


He thorrght he could not better ſhew 
his Thankfulneſs to Solon for his In- 
ſtructions, than by letting him ſee 
the Impreſſion they had made upon 
him. 5 


I now perceive, ſaid he, that the 
Egyplians are much in the wrong 


to deſpiſe the Greeks, and eſpecial- 


ly yoh Athentans. They look up- 
on your Graces, your Delicacies, 
and your ingenious Turns, as fri- 
volous Thoughts, ſuperfluous Or- 
naments, and childiſh Prettineſſes, 
which denote a Puerility of Mind, 
and a Weakneſs of Genius, which 
will not ſuffer you to riſe higher. But 
© Tee that you have finer Sentiments 


Vor. I. X © than. 
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than other Nations; chat you 
© are well | acquainted with Ts 
man Nature; and know How to 
make Pleaſures inſtructive. The 
People of other Countries are 
only affected with naxfegline 
4 Thoughts, violent Motions, and 
bloody Cataſtrophes. It ig for 
want of Senſibility that we dg not 
diſtinguiſh, like you, the diffe 
Shades of human Thought, 
Paſſion. We are not acquainted 
with thoſe ſoft and ſweet „ 
* which ariſe from delicate Senti- 
ments. | 4 


* 


_ 


A 


8 

Upon this Solon could not forbear 
embracing him, and faying : © Hap- 
* py the Nation that is govern'd by | 
© a Prince who travels over the Earth 
© and Seas, to carry back into his 
Country all the Treaſures of Wil- 
dom. Remember, O Cyrus! te- 5 
member one Day the Sentiments : 
with which the Gods now inſpire I 
| you. 1 


A 


E 


Ae the ſame Promiſe to fre 


go ! 
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you. I repeat to you what! faid 
"to Grefus King of Lydia: No 
Maß 7 be calld Ha till he 
vis th Bead. | foreſee his Misfortunes 
7 7 your Conqueſts. Succeſſes 
2 * far more to be dreaded than 
dWEficies. Always remember 
„ khar he true Glory of a King 


cortlilts in reigning over Men, 


whom he renders happy by his 
* e and good by his en 


Ss Tyes, f 


oung prince. at parting, 


tus, Which he had made to Chilo and 
LeonSas, of being ever a fairhful 


Ally to Greece. He embark'd, with 
Hraſpes, at the Port of Phalerns, in 
a Rhodian Veſſel, which was bound 
* Crote. 


Cyrus's Deſign in going thither, 


Was not only 60 Rudy the Laws of 
_ N 2 Minos, 


3 
37. 
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Minos, but likewiſe to ſee Pythago- 
ras, who had ſtopp'd there in his 
Way to Croton. All the Eaſtern 
Magi, whom that Sage had ſeen in 
his Travels, had ſpoken of him to 
the Prince with Encomiums. He was 
eſteem d the greateſt Philoſ6pher of 
his Age, and to underſtand; beſt of 
all Men, the ancient Religion of Or- 
pheus. His Diſpute with Auaxi- 
mander, the Naturaliſt, had filld all 
- Greece with his Fame, and divided 
| all the Learned. Araſpes had been 
| | inform'd of this Matter by the Phi- 


loſophers of Athens, and duting the 
Voyage, gave Cyrus the following 


Account of it: 


. * Pythagoras, who was deſcended 
= © from the ancient Kings of the Iſland 
Þ# © of Samos, had been captivated with 
| © theCharms of Wiſdom from his ten- 
= © dereſt Years. He diſcover d, even 
4 from that Time, a ſuperior Ge- 
* nius, and a ſovereign Taſte for 


? | | © Truth, | 
"2. js of 
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c Truth! Not finding at Samos any 
© Philoſopher, who cou d fatisfy his 
© aa - Thirſt for Knowledge, he 
©, leftvit'at Eighteen Years of Age, to 
- © {eek — — what he could not 
© meet, with in his own Country. 

After having travell'd for ſeveral 


« Yeangin Exp gypt and Afia, he re- 


Home, fraught — all the 
© Scithces of the Chaldeans, Egyp- 
* tians; Gymnoſopbiſts, and He- 
Ly breche. A 

, The Sublimity of his Genius was 
equal to the Extent of his Learning, 
and the excellent Qualities of his 
NE. Heart ſurpaſs d both. His lively and 
fertile Imagination did not hinder 
, the 74 uſtneſs of his Reaſoning. 


311 had gone from his 
© own Country, Miletus, to the 
© Ifland of Samos. He had all the 
Talents which can be acquir d by 
Y Study ; but his Underſtanding was 


| © more 
Ie. 
1 | 
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more ſubtile than (olid, his No- 


tions more learned than luminous, 
and his deluding Eloquenge full. of 
Sophiſtry, He was impious in the 


very Bottom of his Soul, yer af- © 
4 


fected all the out ward Appearance 
of an extravagant Superſtition.” He 
held, as Divine Truths, all the 
Fables of the Poets, and Ruck to 
the literal Senſe of their Alle⸗ 
gories. He adopted all the vulgar 
Opinions as Principles, in order to 
degrade Religion, and make it 
monſtrous. His Impiety did nor 
proceed only from the Vanity. of 
making himſelf the Head of a new 
Sect, 2h from ill Nature. _ Hr 
hated Mankind, and to gratify his 
Humour, endeavour d to deſtt 
all the true Pleaſures of the Mind, 
and all the ſweet Hopes which the 
Idea of Immortality inſpires. 


Pythagoras loudly oppos'd” his 


* . . * 
miſchievous Maxims, and endea- 
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= to quit his Country. 


Tb. TÞLv +. 
is outs 10 purge Religion of thoſe 


«abſurd Opinions which diſhonour 


it. Anaximander, covering him- 


©. 


elk with the Veil of a deep Hypo- 


. "crily, took Occaſion from thence 
£206 


do agcuſe him of Impiety. 


et / i... 


7 
s ſecretly made uſe of all Arts 
e ncenſe the People, and alarm 
Poherates, who * reign d at 
Samos. He addreſſed himſelf to 
© all the Sects of Philoſophers, and 
© to the Prieſts of the differen: Di- 
© 'vinities, to perſuade them that the 
© Sa n Sage, by teaching the 
, Vnicy of one ole Principle, de- 
© ſtroy* d the Gods of Greece. The 
© King eſteem d and lov'd Pythago- 
Was. Nevertheleſs he ſufferd him- 


1] G49 . =, |; 
elf ro be ſurpriz d and impos d. 


upon, by the artful Repreſentati- 
© ons, which Anaximander contriv d 


to have laid before him. The Sage 


1 * 1 5 
© was baniſh'd from Court, and 
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s of Cynus. 311 
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This Story gave Cyrus cater 
Deſire to ſee the Philoophe 


er, 
? and to learn the Particulars « f his 
Diſpure. 


* 


The END of thy Firſt Volume. 
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